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open the door, and transferring the right things’ to the
: ‘r‘i_ght.placés.: Miss Nivghtingdle: and her associates in this
charge -upon: the door is rather a grander sight in onreyes
than that of Lord Cardigan and his dragoons at Balaklava.
-~ 'When Florence Nightingale left her-afflnent English
home, and organized her band of nurses for the Crimea, the
.country was unanimous in its admiration and. gratimdé. '
It was a novel step in an’ English Maiden; and not'only
novel, but heroic in the highest sense. The English peo-
ple are proverbially attached .to. precedents, and man or
woman who- attempts anything not' duly sanctioned by
custom ddes so at.imminent risk. .Here, however, the
risk wastaken, and the approbation- became at once uni-
versal. Miss Nightingale speedily . had ‘her full meed of
praise in the newspapers — not ‘more, we. think, thax: she
merited, but far more, we are sure, than she herself could
have read with satisfaction. '
.. But thishumane and heroic woman, as we know, had not
been long at her post of mercy before those skilled in such
matters discovered defectsin her theology. They found ont
that she was not “ Evangelical.” While the more ortho-
dox might have been giving all due attention to the ques-
) tion of justification by faith, she was, at any rate, justify-
ing- the genuineness of her religion by her works of daily
-and nightly self-sacrifice— thus showing that she had read
St..James,.as'Well as St. Paul. But while her lack of or-
thodoxy was evident, it was not so clear as to what school
of heterodoxy she belonged. - Some affirmed that she was
_ a Puseyite, others that she was a Unitarian: - The discus-
sion reached England; and of course appeared in the news-
.'papers. ‘The Times emphatically criéd shame on the con- -
trovérsy,and in view of what she had done, and was doing,



