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British authorities are positive in
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whiskey is capable of produeing, procured
their. signatures to statements made speci-
ally to suit the American case and without
regard to the real faots. The nature of
these statements is not stated in the de-
gpsteh from Ottawa. The sccusers, Vie-
toria sealers, we must remember, cannof
olaim o be disiuterested. It is quite pos-
sible that same Indians might be induced
to make two conizadiotory statements, un-
der different influences, aud in that case
the et value of either would be nil. But
if stories of doubiful veracity have been
obiained from one gide; it is necesaary that
the mesns of correcting them sbonld be
found by tbe other Shonld this case be
setsled on falee gromnds, it would not be
likely ta stsy gettled. It is the interest of
both sides that the real faots shonld form
tha fonndation of the decision at which the
arbitrators will arrive. That done, the
decision will foxm a rale of conduct so long
as the conditions remsin unaltered.  The
Iatest statement is that enquiry has proved
that the charge made against an American
officer is not devoid of truth.

Russia has withdrawn the prohibition
against the emigration of the Jews, which
was enforced while the cholera was active.
Some of the emigraunts may find their way
to Canada, the more probably because a
stream of Jewish emigration to our North
West has set in. A colony of them which
has been started there, is said to promise
well ; but the details given show that only
the barest beginning in cultivation has been
made, not enough to give a substantial
guarantee to sanguine hopes, or confiden$
predictions. Wherever they are, the Jews
form a people apart, they do not amalga-
mate with the rest of the population ; as 8
rule, they are traders, and the experiment
of turning colonies of them into agrical-
turists will be watched with interest.

In placing under the ban journals which
bave made themselves obnoxious to the
Church, Archbishop Fabre, of Montreal,
has only followed a bad practice which has
been set by his predecessors. But it
may be that the jug which has returned
safely from the well 8o often may at last be
broken. Of the two journals brought under
the interdict, the Canada Revue and L'Echo
des Deux Dlontagues, the former, it is said,
will appeal to the courts for the removal of
the ban, or for a remedy in some form. We
know of no decision under our laws bearing
directly on the point raised. A priest can,
however, be held to"account for injury done
to an individual from the pulpit,in the form
of libel; and as the cutting off the sub-
scribers from & journal, by an ecclesiastical
mandate, is & distinot injury to the pro-
prietor, it is probable that the law will
afford him protection. The gquestion is
likely to be tested for the first time in
Capads. Eoolesiastical despotism!in Que-
beo is being called on %o face [the only
power which can bring}it_under check, the
power of the people subjected tolits sway,
In spite of sil we hear of the falling off
in the foreign trade of Great Britain, it has,
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in the last decade, increased {faster than
that of any other country. Sir John Lub-

back has recently shown that while the
foreign trade of the United States in-
creased £29,000,000, and that of France
£15,000,000 betwéen the years 1880 and
1890, the trade of Great Britain increasad
£40,000,000. If wetake the imports alone
the increare was the more marked, the
figures being: United States, £4,000,00(i;
France, £11,000,000; United Kingdom,
£39,000,000. Nor does the McKinley tariff
prevent the British exports being on the
whole almost exactly what they were be-
fore its enactment. Great Britain has the
whole world for a market, and she holds
ber position by supplying what other coun-
tries want on the terms which her custom-
ers recognize as advantageous.

One inroad which is likely to be made an
the American tariff, according to the pre-
diction of those best in a position to judge,
will be in the removal of the wool duty.
And when this is done one item in the pre-
tence of protecting the American farmer
will disappear. The farmer will be likely
to ask why, if he is not, and in the natuge
of things cannot be, protected, he shounld
be called upon to pay for the protection of
others ? The motion which moves the first
restriction will not stop till it has taken
others in its course.

In Paris the statement has been made
that Russia and France have entered into
a formal alliance, duly signed ; it is, how-
ever, met with denial at St. Petersburg.
No one doubts that whether there be a
formal alliance or not, there has been an
anderstanding for some time past, and that
in the event of war these two nations
would be found acting in concert.

No official statement of the result of the
conference between Canada and Newfound-
land is to be published, until the two
governments concerned consent. But what
is the difference between an official and a
non-official statement, if the facts are given
out? The organs of the Canadian Govern-
ment let it be known that a line of action
was agreed upen by which the license of
the modus vivendi is to be continued, and
the supply of bait to United States vessels
is to be regulated by common action. The
graver question of the island entering the
Canadian Confederation was discussed ;
and we are told that a basis of terms of
union was agreed upon. The Newfound-
landers want $9,000,000 fo enable them to
say that they have a proportion of debt
equal to that of Canada, and that the
Dominion shall undertake the completion
of the railway across the island to Hale's
Bay. These propositions will bear a good
deal of consideration.

The London Morning Advertiser has
gomehow discovered that Canadians ‘ are
eager; tojiabolish,their i protective duties it
the mother country will give them corre.
sponding advantages.” Is this conclusion
drawn from the declaration of Mr. Foster,
now in England, that Canada desires $o
promote trade with Great Britain ? The
opportunity to develop a Free Trade senti-
ment in Canada was thrown away by
raising the question of unresirioted reci-




