
National Fire Protection Association Annual
Electricity a Frequent Cause of Fire - Further Investigation of Grain
Dust Explosions Urged - Five New Chapters of Ass»ciation Formed, and
Membership Shows Large Gain-Fire Underwriters' Unit orniity Association

T HE tw,%enty-fourth annual meeting of the National FireProtectio'n Association was held in Chicago, May 4th ta
6th. Qnly a few Canadians were present. The membership
of the asýsociation made a gain of over twenty-five per cent.
last year; the number of new- associate inembers secured was
1,097j, or considerably more than the objective of 1,000. The
reports of the officers showed a rapid increase in expenses,
and it m'as agreed unanmiously that the annual dues bie
lncreased fromi $:;0 to $60 per year in the case of active
memibers, and front $6 to, $10 iii the case of associate
inembers.

F. J. T. Stewart, president, in the course of his address,

'in addressing you at the lat annual mieeting, it was
pohrited out that our neighiborly enemy-fire--might stîll bie
iexpected to wvage war upon. us, This, of course, you niay Say
was only te be expected. However, it might interest you to
know that recently this neigbborly enemy bins actually ad-
vanced bis lines to thie extenit that the l'ire loss bias been
higiier during the past few mionths. This seemas to bear out
the. opinion expressed last year that our sense of patriotismi
bad carrled us so far in guarding against the occurrence of
fire as to resuit in n moderate loss during the war periodl,
when an abniormially higb loas was greatly to lhe feared, and
ûven expected. On the other hand, we now hea , general
vriticisrn of the e-xtent to wbhich we bave reacted and becomie
careless in rnany ways, such as reckless spending and the,
l1ke. The. atate of mmdif indicated by such conditions niight
logically b. expected to resuit in a corresponding relaxation
in our ainxiety te prevent fires which bas been refiectedl in an
lnereased loss during recent miontha. Tbe g-round whici wve
have lest, however, sbould only servýe as a tirnely warning
that relaxation is dangerous, and that w. miust plari to offset
the. advance of our friendly eneny-fire. 1 arn convinced that
w. wvere only svdfrom; an abnormial lire loss during thie
tlmêe we were at war hy the great patriotic impulses of our
people, their attention having been called to the necessity
ot preventing tires to wvin tbe %var. 1 furtiier believe that if
we may expect to hiold in cbeck the fire loss in years te corne,
that appeals for lire prevention rnust have sonie relation anid
b. more or less ts"ociatedl with an appjeal for patriotisrn
and] loyalty to our forai of goverrament as opposed to radi-
callsrn of the. kind that bas recently corne to our attention."t

Mr. Stewart pointed out the pirev-aleace of lires dtue to
electrlcity, and urged greater carefuîness ia the installation
uni use of electrical appliances. Continuing, he said: "You
>nay b. interested to know- that plans for an American stan-
dards erganization, referred to at sone length lait year, have
takeni definite shape, the scepe of the. Arnerican Engineering
Standlards Commnittee having been already broadened alonig
the. unes which 1 then described. Our organization is already
co-operatlng. The. importance ef tbe werk of our special
commîttees having to do wîth the *preparation of standards
ia thereby increased."

Reports and Resolutions

Resolutions, embodying the declaration of principles
previously set forth by the association, were adopted. W. E.
Mallalieu, general manager of tbe National Board of iîre
Underwritors, presentedl a resolution urging Congress to
make an appropriation to continue the investigation of grain
dust explosions wbich bas been carried on by the Departrnent
of Agriculture.

The report of tbe treasurer showed receipts for the year
of $34,778, of whicb $23,978 was for membersbip dues.
Franklin H. Wentworth, the secretary, reported tbat ive new
chiapters are tn operation: Spokane, Seattle and Tacomna,
WVash.;- Portland, Ore., and San Francisco, Cal.; and two more
are in prospect-Loi Angeles, Cal., and] Salt Lake City, Ujtah.
Tbe membrilershiip, as of May let, asreported at 135, a gain
of eight, and associate memibersbip 4,224, a gain ot 1,095
for the fiscal year. A numiber of tecbnical reports were pre-
sented and dl.issed.- The delegates attended the lirst show-
ing of the new three-rel lire prevention motion picture,
"Amer-icat' Greta rm, produced by tbe lace studios at
Los Angeles.

Am11ong the aictiye miemblers reporting on their tire pre-.
vention work durinir the vear were tbe'National Lumber
Manufacturers' Assoc-iation, the M~otion Picture lndustry
,Association, thec American Gas Association, the Amnerican
lInstitute of Arc-hitects, and the National Association ot ln-
surance Agents,

Proinient men present were W. E. Mallalieu, general
manager of the National Board of Fire Underwriters; 0. B.
Ryon, generail counlsel of the National Boardl; Prof. Ira Wool-
son, C'olumbhia University; John G. Gamiber, State Fire Mar-
shal of IHlinoie; Capt. Conway, Cincinnati Fire Prevention
Bureau; J. c. mconniiell, chief of the Chicago Fire Preven-
tion Bureau; Mudolpb P. Miller, of the New York Building
Departmient; Johin H. Kenniey, of Baltimore: Gorbam Dana,
B3oston; 1. G. Hoazland, of the Automiatic Spriinkler Associa-
tion; Edwa,,rdl R. Hardy, of the. New York Board; W. H. Mer-
nu, r, president of the. Unerrtes'Lboratories; H. 0.
Lacount, of tbie Associated1 Factory Mutuals, and repiresen-
tativýes of the. various boards, bureails and state inspection
o ffi ce S.

Uniformity Association Meeting

The Fire Undlerwriters' Uniformity Association held its
annual meeting on Monday in Chicago, preceding the Na-
tional F-ire Protection Association gatbering. A unitorrn

spnnklredrisk report was adiopted as a resuit of several
years' work. Madison F. Welch, of the National Liberty at
Chicago, delivered an address on "Aviation Insurance."
Officers were elected for the ensuing year as follows: Presil-
dent, John H. Kenney, Baltimore; vice-president, William

'S. Boyd, Chicago; seeertary-treasurer, Charles H. Patton,
Cleveland.


