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CORRESPONDENCE.

The Magazine 'vs. Single Shot
Rifle.

To the Editor of CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE:

SIR,-" The object of a magazine rifle
is to enable the soldier, at a critical mo-
ment, to fire a certain number of shots
without having to re-load ftom the poucb."
U pon this "critical moment," which marks
the turninz point in every battie, may
bang the fate of a nation. The great im-
portance of a magazine arm bas been
practically demonstrated in nearly every
important campaign since the American
war between the North and the South in
1861 ; notably in the Russo-Turkish war

Of 1877 at Plevna, where the Turks, with
their Winchester repeaters, mowed down
the Russians by bundreds as tbey ad-
vanced across the open to the attack.

Nearly every civii.zed nation bas recog-
nized the superiority of the magazine rifle
by arming its troops with a weapon of this
class, but the change was flot made until
a long series of exhaustive trials had af-
forded proof that the magazine was tbe
best weapon for military purposes.

It is tberefore a mnatter of surprise to
find the Government, wîtb the light of the
experience and example of other nations,
re-arming the militia witb a "single
loader." The Martini-Enfield may be al
that is claîmed for it by ats friends, yet in
the eyes of tbe military world, troops
armed with tbîs weapon 'would be con-
sidered unequally matched against those
with a mrgazine. 0f course one can
easily understand the marksman, whose
mental vision is bounded by the station-
ary target of a rifle range, and a lengtby
programme of v'aluable money prizes, be-
ing prejudiced in favor of a "lsingle
loader, as it is the weapon best adapted
for hîs purpose. It is the diîty of the
Government, however, to place in the
bands of our country's defenders the rifle
best adapted for tbe battie-fieki, tbe Lee-
Metford or a Lee-Enfield magazine.

Vours faîthfully,
J. R.

The Lee-Mtford Rifle.
To the Editor Of CANAD>îIAN ilaT-AIIYGAZFET'UE:

i -" Mark IV," the nonm de g11errýe

of one of Montreal's best known rifle shots,
bas a very interesting letter in the Mon-
treal Siir of Feb. ist. ]3esides gîving
mucb information .on the Martini-Henri,
the Lee-Metford and the Martini-Enfleld,
better known in Canada as the Martini-
Metford, " Mark IV" concludes that the
Martini-Enfield is, ini bis opinion, by far
the best rifle for our Canadian volunteers.

Now, Mr. Edîtor, the Martini-Enfield
is a good rifle, but is it wise to overlook
the decisions of every European natior,
not one of wbîcb bas dared to leave its
arrnies armed with a single loader ?

Is it wise to overlook the fact that our
neigbbors are providîng their militia, as
well as the standing army, iith the best
repeating, small-bore tbey can find?

Does not "Mark IV" look too much
into the beauties of the Martini-Enfield
as a target weapon, and overlook the tac-
tical advantages of the repeater ?

Truc it is that the mecbanisrn of the
Lee-Metford is more comphicated than
tbat of tbe Martini-Enfield, but does not
that reserve of seven shots, withbeld until
the decisive moment, outweigb ail other
considerations?

I should imagine that in action soldiers
would flot find the Martini-Enfield such a
rapid loader. A cbarge of cavalry coming
down on a tbin, red line, might cause
nervous fingers to fumble with the cart-
ridge, to lose precious time, when with
the repeating weapon tbe cut-oif is open-
ed-the material for seven rapid volleys
is at hand, and perchance the fate of a
carnpaign may be settled by tbis magazine.

Mr. Editor, I nope that we in Canada
will not set ourselves up as knowing more
tban the cornbined military theorists of
Europe, and decîde on the purcbase of a
style of arm wbich is as antiquatedas the
Snider or muzzle-loader.

If it is a question of the care of the rifle,
let more time be devoted to a study of its
intricacies, let a few minutes be spared
from parade drill to enable every militia-
man to become familiar with the mechan-
ismn of bis rifle, to sec that it is properly
cleaned and oiued before it is placed in its
cupboard ; but by ail means let Canada
be saved from the crime of placing an in-
ferior arm in the hands of its militia.

" CANUC K."
Montreal, Feb. ioth, 1896.

Annual Training.
Good Shootlng and Practical Drili vs.

Parade Gronnd Move,,,entu.
To the Editor of CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE:

SIR,-Now thiat the tîme is approach-
ing for the diflerent infantry battalions to
put in their annual training, it seems ap-
pi opriate to consider bow tbat time may
be utilized to the best acivantage. Every
one will admit that each battalion sbould
be made into as perfect a " figbting nma-
chine" as the thirty-six hours allowed by
tbe Government for the training of a city
corps, or the twelve days for a rural corps
wîll permit.

The question tben arises in what man-
ner should thîs training be carried out
ini order to give the best practical re-
sults.

Can the greatest filhting efficiency be
attained by devoting ail the period of
training ta settling up drill, the manuial
exercise, the polisbing and cleanîing of ac-
coutrements, etc., in order to pass the
critical eye of the inspecting officer? This
is the modlus operni of the present. \Ve
aIl know it weil ; the corps turns out spick
and span, pipe-dlay reigns, metal flashes
in the sun, and the band plays. Thle

îmovemients in close order are steady, the
rifle exercises peiformed with anal) and
viîn. But the show ends there.

If the rigid inspection sbould require
the men ta move in extended order, as
neyer happens, the corps is simply flot in

it, and as for fire discipline, the section
commanders neyer heard of it.

Far be it from mie to disparage tbe
great and lasting benefits of the setting up
drill which instils into a man the CIin-
CIstinctive habit of obedience to a word of
CIcommand as comung from one who bas
"the right and duty to gîve that comri-
CImand, and which bas to be carried into
IIhis very limbs."'

Colonel Maurice tells us that "the in-
"stinctive obedience of a rank of soldiers
"ta the order to turn ' Righit about,' when
"Ithat order sends tbemi back into the
"Iground where shelîs are bursting and
CIwhere bullets are raining has been a
ilpower of fighting too great for us ever
tgwîllingly to tbrow away." And Colonel
Harvey, "Great precîsion is required un
CIsquad, company, battalion, and brigade
Ci'or divisional drill, in order ta tbornugb-
CIly train the soldier ta habits of order and
IIiniplicit obedience, and to obtain froni
CIhim at the critical moment tbe greatest
CIdevelopnient of fire under the m-ost care-
"IfuI supervision and control."

But the former also writes, Ilthat the
"only practical work is that wbich tends
"to prepare men, not for the inspection of
"some general on a parade ground, but

"Ifor actual war. An army is doing
"i'practical work' in the preparation for
tits real duty, that ai wînning battles. It

CIis emplayed on miscbievous theoretical
IIwork, on false tbeary, when it is doing
"(anything else."

Cleanliness may be next to godliness,
but that and steadiness on parade are not
the greatest dlesidera/um. Instance the
superb fighting qualities of the Boers, and
the incomparable Turkish infantry, who,
if tradition is right, are anythîng but im-
maculate.

But we cannot expect ta make out vol-
unteers, wîtb their tbirty-six hours annual
training, comply with the requirements of
a rigid parade ground inspection, andalso
fighters with a knowledge of fire discip-
line, and how ta shoot. 'Ne must choose
between tbe two ideals ; we cannot bave
both.

Is it possible to have a little of each, ta
sacrifice a lîttle display and accuracy of
movement to practical work ? Cannot we
bave the battalions know that at leat a
little work in extended formation and fire
discipline is expected of them at an in--
spection ? And as for shootîng, what a
terrible power a regiment of good bi.ots
would be. But a rifleman cannot be made
by an expenditure af twenty rounds Der
annum.

Iarapbrasing an emninetit German au-
thority's words on the artillery, Ilskirmn
ishers miusi in the flrst place bit, in the
second place hit, anid in the third place
bit."

We are told that Majuba Hill vas lost
by the Highlanders not re-adjusting their
rifle sights from the first instance, and that
as the Boers gradually stalked their prey
the bullets whistled harmlessly over their
heads, and that at the batile of St. Privat
a German sergeant bad sufficient pres-
ence of mind ta sec that as the meni ad.


