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were at the Lorne Club lately in search
of a suitable racing boat. One of the
officers stated that he was an expert at
the oar, b ing al onc time a participant in
a Cambridge Oxford race. He is confident
that his four will make a good showing
in thac regatta.

Th» “at home” on the n'ght of the 17th
at th: sailors’ home was one of the pleas-
antest events imaginable. The event was
arranged as o welcome to the blue juckets
of thoe British ‘warships, aml the jolly
tars wiao were there could not desire any-
thing more cordial. Like their hosts, they
€004 b cam: “at home” within the genial
ntmospacre and Lindly surroundings the
Sailors’?ﬂome.There were about 300 ladies
and {gentlemen present to meet the r-
presentations from the Blake and Par-
tridge--the only warships in port. Lla-
borate decorations were made, and ‘the
home, which ip pronounced ome of the
bst on 1h> continnt at any time, was
made Dbeautiful with plants and bunting
There was a new feature of attractiveness
—an épen air concert in  the space at
thy rear of the bullding. The area was
brilliantly illuminated Dby eleetricity and
hung with bunting, avhilst the H. G. A.
furnish:d a good sclecetion of musie. The
balmy night air, the wusic, the decora-
tions pnd the pleasant company, both
inside and out, all contributed to through
enjoyment. The chair in the Bothel, dur-
inz 1he render'ng of o musical and literary
programme, was' occupied by James Mor-
row, president of jthe home. He made a
boief sprech of welcome to the seamen,
took ovcasioa o congratulate them on
the g.and reco:d they made for themselves
at th: demounstration in New York,

The Kiug's Regiment band will play in
th: pubiic gaidins Satturday afternoous,
commeaeng the first Saturday in July.

The Fremeh flagship Naiad arrived pn
the afternvon of the 20th. The usual sa-
lutes were vxchanged between th tri-
color and Uuiou Jack.

The 63rd rifles, accompaniced by their
band, were route marching May 25th.
This was the first warch out this sca-
son, and they mustered strong.

The men of the Garrison Artillery had
their first battlion parade under tho
new organization on Monday cvening
fortnight. Their band has made mark-
ed improvement, and Gs there Is con-
slderable rivary between the new com-
panies, & good musterwas the result.

The mew Commandant of the Im-
perial Troops in Canada Licut.-General
A. Montgomery Moore, is GO ycars of
age, and Is a Cuvalry officr, having
served in the 7th Dragoou Guards and
the 4th Hussars, and is at presbent
Colonel-inChief of the 18th ITussaws.

e has had various Staff appoint-
ments, and from 1887 till 1891 Com-
wmanded the South-Eastern District,

He has never scen activeservie,

VICTORIA, B.C.

Th: fuoet that ‘the M litia Department and
the Tominion Artillery Association look
with Javor upon the proposition that o
British Columbia team should this vear
—for the first time—take part in the Do-
minion Artillery competition has encour-
aged those interested to hope that the
scheme will b2 carriad out. It will involve
an absence from home of about a month,
with the privilege of participation in three
great military events—th: Dominion and
Ontario rifle matches, besides the artil-
lery wmreetng—as well as an opportunity
of visiting the Would’s Fair en route. The
Britieh Columbia artillerymen make very
good practice in  th.ir home competition
and it is expected that they would make
a creditable showing at Halifax.

* * &

Under the new establishment the Brit-
ish Columbla Garrison Artillery heads the
list of that arm as to authorized strength,
baving o total of 524 of all ranks. The
next on the-list is the Halifax Brigade,
with 427, aml the New Bounswick Brigade
is th'rd, wiih 273. The strongest battal-
on -in th: Dominion is. the Queen's Own
Rifles, of Toionto, with ten companies of

forty-five men cach. and a staff making-

the total nearly five hundred of all ranks.
No ‘other co:ps has movre thaa ecight com-
pauics. The mew regulations as to the
B.C.G.A. are now practically in: force, and
it rests with the young men of Vietoria

to show ‘that the city is capable of hold-

ing up bher end. There is no lack ol good
waterial pnd recruiting should be active.
* * * *

NMilitary bands are an important' faclor
fn pdvertising the corps to which they
arcatlached or brlong.d, and the fuct that
provision is made for a bandmaster and
coips of musicians in the authorized
strength of the British Columbin Battal-
fon of Garrison Artillery for the coming
year, has been  the cause of considerable
sp.culation a8 to whether or not advans
tage will be taken of the authority. A
band can very seldom be maintained out
of the Government allowance, and in most
of the Cupadian corps with first-class
bands the officers have to' go down deep
into their pockets to make up the re-
quired pmount. The chief induccment, how-
ever, to ool musicians to belong to mil-
litary bands s that the influence of the
officers sceures for them the most pro-
fitable engagements for supply ng music on
festive occasions, such as dinners, balls,
receptions, cclcbrations, sports and pub-
lic affairs of all kinds where music is re-
quired. {

* L 4 * *

A most unfortunate dispute has arisen
between the Imperial and Canad’an author-
itics ap nt the giaving dock. This import-
un: work, completed at a cost of £200,000
in 187, was heavily subsidized by the
Britich Government, on the express stipul-
ation that Ier Majesty's ships should al-
ways have priority in its use. On Tuesday
last, the cruiser * Champion,” having been
ordered to refit for sorvice in Bohring Sea,
the senior naval officers at Esquimalt or-
dered the instant removal of an American
vessel wh'ch had entered the dry dock that
niorning. As might have been
f:om the peremptory tonre of

expeeted
the order

the result was a direct refusal. The mat-
ter might ecasily bave bren compromised ;
indeed, considering that H.M.S. “ Garnet”
is mvailable for immediate seivice, there
vould hardly have b:en any pressing necess-
ity for driving away American business
worth mearly £10,000 to make room for
the ¢ Champion.” Ou the other hand, the
Lom'nion Government has been both un-
gracious and shortsighted in its refusal to
assist in tho fortification of Esquimalt.
Apart from its Imperial consequence, the
new maval station is nothing less than
the key of western Canada ; and counsider -
ing taat the Dominion ranks [ifth
among maritime nations. it is hardly safe
to leave the whole Pacific seaboard to
the protection of gune battery of artillery
volunteers. The seizure of Esqu'malt by a
hostile fleet would utterly demoralize Can-
ada, place the North Pacific at  the
enemy’s merey, and destroy that alterna-
tive route to India which has been not
‘naptly described as the northwest pasage
by land.

* * * L 4

At the recent banquet of the DBritish

Columbia Board ol Trade, %a» Viee Pre-
sident, A, C. Flumerfelt, with' a few brief,
neat and effective remarks proposed the
Army, Navy an:d Voluntcers, and the toast
was drunk amid voe:ferous applause. Capt.
Hughes Iallet, R, N. of HALS. Garnet was
the first to respond. His specch was one
of th: gems of the cvenng, abounding
in ‘warmth of sentinrnt and feeling. His
humorous reference to the cause of the
navy's existence was applauded again and
again. Said he:
+ “The raison d'etre of thx navy of Eng-
land is the colomies, where England is,
her ships can go, aml where England is
is fvhere her colonies are.” Whenever a
British ship came into a foreign harbor
where  ther: was one single Britisher a
warm welcome was sure 1o be reecived, and
th welecome now given by the British Col-
umbla Board of Trade was but another
indicution, much appreciated by the. navy,
of the hearty way in which the fleet was
received in all parts of the world.”( Ap-
plause.) . .

Col. Holmes, D. A.G., for the regular
army had only a few words to say in
conveyng his thanks for the honor, but
referring to the rumor that “ C’ Battery
were sooun to leave Britisl' Coluwbia, he
(xpressed  the regret he and his brother
o:ficer felt that they would have to leave
Victoria. The majorigy of the members of
the force would stay here, but he was
nirail the officers would have to go.

Col.  Prior responded for the Militia
wh'ch, he :a'd, had now rezeficd a momen-
tous period in i's history so far as British
Columbia was onceerned, and he at  the
same  time put in a gooill word for the
volunteers. 1I» would in a short time be
the commanding ofi'cer of the largest bat-
talion in  the Dominion and inasmuch as
the Ottawa uuthorities had now decided
to 0 nervase the British Columbia foree,
hoped a loyal support would be given by
ihe wmerchants and busin.ss men of  the
P.ovinee. Ile would like b-uin. ss wmen to
have snculeated in theie cmployes the idea
that it was the correet ih'ng Jor young
men  to juin che milida, (Hear, hear)



