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away from sheer exhaustion when taking his drst lesson,
but it does him a world of good nevertheless. It straightens
the boy up and gives him a firn and commanding bearing,
which will remain with him through life.

“The value to the student, of promnptness of execation and
close attention which is developed in drill, as well as the
habit of rigid obedience of orders, is of inestimable value.
Moreover, when the student goes through the marchings
and manual with cheerfulness and enthusiasm they con-
stitute the very best sort of recreation for him.

“ What has proven true of this branch of instruction in
colleges should be found true to a still grea‘er extent in the
high schools. The average boy enters the high school at
just that perviod of his life when he is wmost ungainly and
most indifferent.

“It is at this period when proper discipline will most
effectually correct the boy's figure and give him a soldierly
carriage.

“It is at the high school period of a youth'’s career,
perhaps, that training in strict obedience to proper autho-
rity is most needed. Military discipline tends to effect

this. It should be encouraged.”
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
{This

aper does not necessarily share the vicws expressed in correspondence
published in its columns, the use of which is treely granted to writers on topics
of interest to the Militia.)

TEE LEAGUE.

Epitor MiLiTiA GAZETTE,—So wmuch has been written
concerning the League of late that 1 really feel ashamed to
ask you to publish anything further, yet I think I can sug-
gert something that would be intevesting to the lovers of
rifle shooting. 1 would suggest that each province have a
league, and at the close of the season have a grand Inter-
Provincial League contest, with say twenty men on each
team ; telegraphic of course. This would not interfere or
conflict with the present Dominion League, but would
rather assist it by stimulating the teams to greater efforts.
It would be considered a great honour to be selected on a
provincial twenty. What say the other provinces?

ONTARIO.

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS.

Epitor MiLiTIA GAZETTE,—For 2 number of weeks past
I have read the many cowmmunications relating to the
qualification of officers, and while I admit that it is neces-
sary that officers should be qualified, I consider it far more
estential to the Militia Force that the non-commissioned
officers should be qualified, a fact wlich is tov often over-
looked. 1In the lengthy and (to his mind) unanswerable
arguments of C.F.C., he proposes to make the appointment
of officers compulsory from the ranks, and no doubt there
might be instances in which this would be an improvement,
but are those to be app inted to have no say in the matter ¢
There are in the force many who would make excellent
officers had they one of the qualifications which is needed,
and that is cash. It is evident to all who bave had any
connection with the force that this is a very important
qualification for an officer in onr mihitia, 1 venture to say
that the majority of the force are mechanies and working:
men who, were they offered a commission, would refuse it

on the grounds that they were unable to spare the necessary
cach and time that would be required of them, and should
they accept, would they be more gualified than those
already holding the positions? I fear not. How many
regiments are there in the force who require any qualifica-
tion other than length of service to eutitle a private to re-
ceive promotion? [ have seen many non-cowmissioned
officers who, h-d thev been required to pass even the most
simple examination, would have remained in the ranks. I
think the suggestion of Beaver to be a good one, but the
instruction at headgunarters should not be confined to offi-
cers. Open the class to all grades, and allow the non-com-
missioned otlicers and privates who wish for promotion to
attend, and in this mavoner the expense of the instructor
would not be ay great to the country as the Instructio. of
the same number at the schools would be, and then the
force would be supplied with competent non-commissioned
otficers, as well as officers, and at a comparatively small
cost. One of your correspondents said that an officer who
could not spen-t a few days at a school to qualify was not
likely to give much “ime to the force and was better ont of
it, or something.to that effect, and 1 supposs he would ap-
ply the same argument to those not holding commissions.
Well, I contend that no one, whether he hold a commission
or not, can gualify in a tew days. He may pass an exami-
n tion at some of the schools, but he will not be qualitied.
And more, on account of the number wishing to sttend the
schoo s, especiully in the winter months, it has been neces-
sary to limit the number received from each battalion, and
therefore it is impossible that all can attend who would
qualify if a class was opened at their headquarters by an
instructor from the schovl. Hoping you will pardon me
for being so lengthy, '
I remain,
Yours,

N. C. 0.

GENERAL HERBER1'S HOLIDAY PARADES.

EpiTor MiLiTiA GAZETTE,—* Snap Cap” must have had
a bad bilious attack (or was it gout?) about the L4th inst.
I don’t know much about the feeling among militi:en in
othe parts of the country, but in the old Rock Uity, vhen it
became evident that the new Major-General commanding
intended taking a really active interest in the force, the
members of the different corps felt very much encounraged.
We can, 1 think, depend upon Major General Herbert to
recommend all reasonable applications for better equipment
and greater allowances for expenses, &c., but we must look
to our triends in parliament to sccure more encouragement
for the Militia by increased grants aud iu other ways. The
propo-al to have out different corps on holidays for instruc-
tion in field duties and tactics, is considered here as wa excel-
lent one. A good many ol our fellows have wives and
children, who like nothing better than to sec the ¢ volun:
teers” out in their war paint, and would certainly consider
the holiday on the 24th May a “fraud” if there were no
soldiers to be seen all Jay.

Men who consider it a nuisance or a “frand” to spend
some of their idle time in learning some of their duties as
citizen soldiers, do not as a rule join the militia, and when
such men do join it is generally for the sake of the ritle
shooting (out of which they make monev enough to cover
their expenses) or some other equally sellish rewson, and
they are, therefore, o precions little use to their corps.

I venture to say that one field day such as Gen. Herbert
proposes, carried out under his personal airection aud sulr
ject to his personal criticism, woull be of wmore use th the
corps engaged than a whole week spent in ¢ aup or drill hall
praciicing little or nothing but “disply ” and * parade”
movewents. Pull yourself together ¢ Snap Cap” and come




