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VOL. XV,

MONTREAL, FRIDAY

, JURE 2,

THE TRIALS OF ST. EUSTACE.

When Trajan was Bwmperor of Rome, Sir
Placidus, a kmight cf great prowess, agd a most
skiltul commander, was chief of the armies of the
Empire. Like his Imperial master, he was
merciful, just and charitabie, but a worship-
per of tdols, and 2 despiser of the Cbristian
faith. [Efis wife was wortby of bis virtues, and’
was of oue accord with him n his religion. Two
sons had be, educated in all the magpificence that
befitted their fatber’s station ; but, as was to be
expected, the faith of the parents was the faith of
their children, they were wdolators.

It was a fawr soft day, the southerly wind blew
lightly over tbe meadows, and the fleecy clouds
ever apon obscuring the “sun, proclaimed the
bunter's day. Sir Placidus rode to the chase.—
His triends and retainers were with bim, and a
right gallant company they were. A herd of
deer was soon found, the dogs were loosed from
their leashes, the whole party started ig ful! 2od
eager pursutt.  One stag of lofty statere asd
many branchiog aatlered bead, separated itself
fram the rest of the herd, and made for the
depths of the peighboriug forest. The company
follawed the berd, but Sir Plactdus gave his at-
teption to the poble animal, and tracked it
through the mazes of the wooll. . _

Swift and loog was the chase. Sir Placidus
rode after the stag, ever gaibing fust cear
enough to the noble ammal io mspire him with
hopes of tts ultimate capture, yet never so uear
as to strike it with ais huotiog spear. Og, on
they weat with uotwiog speed. The wood and
its thickets were passed, and a hill rose to tte
view. e pressed the stag up its sides, and
gained rapidly 1 the chase. Ie a moment the
stag turned and faced the knight; be prepared
to strike, but mis hand was stayed as be saw be-
tween the horas of the creature a cross encircied
with a ring of pglorious hight, Whilst he mused

on this wonder, a voice addressed mum. The
stag seemed tospeak thus to the kaight:—
Placidus? TFor

¢ Why persecutest thou me,
thy sake bave [ assumed this shape; T am the
the God whora thou 1gnorantly worshippest ; I
am Christ. Thime aliis and thy prayers have
goge up before me, and therefore am I now
acme. As thou dost bunt this stag, even so will
I bunt thee.’

Placidus swoened at these words, and fell from
his horse. How loug be lay on the ground ke
knew pot. Waiea his seases returaed, be cried
io agguish :— ]

¢ Tell me thy will, O Lord, that I wmay believe
in thee, and petform it )

Then replied the voice, ¢I am Christ the
San of the liring God. I created beaven aud
earth, caused the light to arise, and divided it
trom the darkness. I zppointed days, ané sea-
sous, ané pecrs. I formed man out of the dust
of the earth, and for fus sake took upon me his
farm. Crucified, and buried, and the thied day I
rose again.’

¢ Al this I believe, Lord, replied Placidus :
¢ gea, and that thou art He wiwo briagest back
the wandering swuner.’

Then said the voice, €Iif thou beherest, go
wmte the city aod be baptised.’

¢ Shatl I reveal this uato my wife and children
Fiord, that they also may beheve 7’

¢ Yea,” replied the voice, ¢returs here ou
the morcow’s dawa, that thou mayest know of
thy future life.

Placidus returned to his wife and told her all
that had.happened uoto hum: then did they be-
lieve, and were baptised, and their chuldren with
them. TLe knight was called Eustace, his wife
Theosbyta, whilst to hiz sons the names ot The-
oshytus and Agapetus were given in tiherr
bapism. On the -morrow the Lknight re-
turped (o the place where he bad seen the
vistoa.

<1 implore thee, O Lord, to manifest thy-
self according to thy word,’ prayed the kaight.

Tben the voice was beard, saying, ¢ Blessed
art thou, Eustace, in that thou bast been washed
with the laver of iy grace, and thereby over-
come the devil. Now has thou trodden biin to
dust nho -beguiled thee. Now will thy fidehty
be shown ; for he whom thou hast forsaken will
rage coutinually against thee. Many things
@ust thou underge for my sake. Thou must
fiecome anotber Job ; fear mot: persevere ; my
grace 1s sufficient for thee. In the end thou
shalt conquer ; choose then, whether thou wilt
experience thy trials in thine old age,or forthwith.’

¢ Even .as thou willest, O Lord; yet, if'st
may be.so,try me now, and help me in my trial.’

¢Be bold, Eustace,my grace can support you.’
With these words -the voiee died away, and was

no more heard ; and Eustace, alter prayer eud |

prawe ta. Gad, rose from his koees.and returoed
to his own house. SR

. But a.few days, had elapsed, ere the trials.of
Jab-came upon. Eustace and bis family.; . pestil-
eace carried 'off his'Bocks and s herds, add'his,

servints fied away; or died with their charges.—!"

P.obbers plindered ii§ palace, ‘driving away ihe

kaight, bis wife, and s sons, in poverty acd

pakedness, It was in vain that the Emperor
sought everywhere for the knight, for not- the
slightest trace of him could be found. i

At leagth the unhappy fugitives, covered with
such rags as they could obtain, reached the sea
shore, and besought a passage across the waters.
The captain of the vessel was captivated with
the beauty of Theosbyta, and consented to carry
them over. No-sooner were they on the other
side, than he demanded money of them for their
vogage. :

¢ Veary well,’ replied the captam, ¢ thy wife will
do as well ; T will take her as my slave, she will
sell for the passage money.’

¢ Good master,’ said Eustace, ¢ 1 am poor and
destitute, and have no money.’

¢ With wy life only will I part with ber,’ ex-
claimed the koight, as his wife clung to bim in
ber distress.

¢ As you please, master ; ho, mean, seize the
woman, and take ber to my cabin; as for the
man acd fus brats, heave them cverboard.’

¢ Leave me, lrave me, Eustace,” murmured
Theosbyta; ¢save thyself aad our children, I
cap die but once.’

With many a hard struggle Eustace consent-
ed ; be clasped his two boys by their 2ands, acd
led them from the ship.

¢Ab, oy poor chiilres, be eried, *your!
v . -

| Eustace and his two guides ; as they aearad the

{ Teaperial capitaf, the Emperor camz out to meet

poor mother is lost; tc a streage fand 3ad in
the power of a strange lord, must 2te farcenl her
fate.!

A few hours’ travelling brought Eustace zad
his children to the basok of a broad acd rapid
river, the waters of which ren so deep that he
was afraid to cross its stream with both bis boys
at one time ; placing one therefore on the bank,
under the shade of a bush, be clasped the eldest
w his arms, and pluaged inte the river.  The
stream ran swifily, aod the bottora was treach-
erous ; but at length he reached the further side
and placed Theosbytus on the bank. Agno be
plunged into the mver. The mddle of the stream
was but fairly gained, whea he saw a woif creep.
from the wood close to which his younger son
was placed, and approach the child. It was all

The emissaries of Trajan gladly acceeded to
the request of Eustace. Th2 homely repast was
soon placed oa the hoard, and the men sat down
to refresh themselves, whilst Kustace waited
upoa them. Again the thought of mis old borae
came thickiy upon bum; and he could not re-
strain his tears. He leit the room where bis
guests were, bathed hus face with water, and re-
turged to wait on the two men.

¢ I have a strange presentiment,’ remarked one
of the men duriog Eustace’s abseace, °that cur
goad host is evea he whom we search after.—
Marked you not how he besitated when we first
addressed him.’ '

-

in vain that he sbouted, and strove io reach the !

shore; the woif seized the child and bore it off
before bis father’s eyes. At that mowent a loud
roar from the other bank startled the bereaved
father ; be turned and saw a los carry away his
eldest soa.

¢ Alas, alas !’ exclaumed Eustece, as soco as
he bad reached the further bank of tte river,
¢ once I was flourishing like a luzuriaat tree, but
now I am altogether blighted. 3lilitary cnsigos
were around me, and bands of armed wea. DMy
wife and my cluldren are taken from me; the
one {o slavery, the others to death. O Lord,
thou didst warn me that T raust endyre the trials
of Job, are not these worse than that holy man’s 7
In his greatest misery te bad a couch whereon
to rest his wearied limbs, and frieads to compas-
siopale him 1 his mistortuses. His wife, too,
remained to bin—mine 15 gore {rom me; place
a bridle oo my lips, lest 1 utter foolishness and
stand up agaivst thee, O my God.

His beart relieved by these passionate expres-
sions, the knight contibued his travel; after
many days of want and fatigue he reached a far
off village, where ke took up his abode with oge
of the villagers, as his hired servant. For fifteen
years he served his master faithfollp, and at
his death be succeeded to bhis cottage and his
land. :

Trajan still lived, but his fortuaes did not
prosper ; Lis enemies became daily stronger and
stronger, for Placidus no longer directed the
movements of the Imperial army, or urged on
the soldiers, by his example, to deeds of valor
against the eremy. Ofter and often did the
Emperor thiek of his lost commander, and
ceaseless were lus endeavors to find out the
place of his concealment. .

Eustace was working in his fields about this
time, little thinking of T'rajan, or of Rome, whea
two men drew pear, aod - after cbserving bim for
some time, aud communing with each other, ac-
costed the kmght.

¢Friend, ssid one of tbe men, ¢ dost thou
knew in these parts a knizbt named Placidus,
and ius two sons ¥ :

The heart of Eustace was sore tried, when he
saw the eissaries of Trajan. The sight of them
recalled his previous bonors in the world, and ke
still felt a lingering wish to retrace his steps.—~
¢t Nay, he thought, ¢ were I not aloue, it were
well to return: but for a solitary, this place is
best,” Then said be to the two men.

¢ There is co ‘one about here, good sirs, of the
pame you ask after.’ - & - 4 Yy o

¢ It 13 but a fool’s errand we are on, master, [
fear, said the maon ; ¢ we  bhave travel{ed far and
near after our. old.Geaderal,; but no ane koows
aught of him . - LSe0s i :

# It is years swce"h
not; rejoined Eustace
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Wwe muat go onwards.” _
¢ Nay, sirs, come to my poar abede': what [

e L . Bl 5.1‘.:; S R
¢ Fifteen years and woré’; but come, comrade;

| chdnce I may *fiod my busband and my ‘ch

- with his

¢ Aye, and even now be has left o
i eyes red with suppressed tears.’

¢ Tet us try the Jast test, the sabre mark on
! his head, which he received during the passage
of the Danube, when be struck dowa the North-
era champion.’

As soon as Eustace returaed the soldiers ex-
amioed his head, and finding the wished for mark
which be recerved during the passage of the
Danube, embraced their old Generai; the
neighbors, too, came iz, and the exploits of
Eustace were s00n i the mouths of the wil-
lagers.

Par fiftees days they journeyed towards Rowe,

s old commander, Eustace would have fallea
at his master’s feet, but Trajac forbade bim;
aud side by side, amidst the coagratulations aed |
applause of the people, the Emperor and kis long
lost servant eatered Rome.

The return of Eustace aspired the people
with confidence ; thousands burried from every
village to volunieer as scldiers, aad his only difh- |
cuity was to select who should be rejected. Oune
contingent from a far off village arrested s at-
tention ; 1t was headed by two youibs of won-
derful likeness the one to the otheg, and appar-
ectly within a year of the same age. They
were tali in stature, of commanding features, and
their selection, as leaders, by their comrades, did
justice to therr attainments, and the superiorty
of their manners. TPleased with the youths,
Eustace placed them in the vas of his armp, and
begao his march against the wvaders, who bkad
reached within a few miles of the coast whereon
be had diserabarked from tae ship of the bacbas-
ous captain. ‘

Puchiog bis carap withiz sight of that of the |
enemy, he billeted the Dest of his treops in a
smail village that formed the rear of bis position.
A widow tady, of but few years, but sadly worn
with grief, received tte two youths within ber
bouse. About the mid-day meal, the vouth:
conversed ome with the other of their early
life. :

¢ Of what I was whea a caild,’ said the elder,
¢1 know only this, that =y {ather carried meo
over a broad niver, and lad me under a bush,
.while he returned to fetch my brother ; but while
e was gone, a lion came, seized me by the
ciothes, aod bore me icto a wood bard by. My
mother was lost on our journey pigh to a great
sea, where she remawsed with a cruel caplain
who had seized ber for his slave. As I wascar-
ried away by the lion, methcught a wolf seized
ou my brether, whom my father bad left on the |
opposite baok. The lien scon dropped me, for |
men with foud cries and stones pursued him and
drove im from me. Then they conveyed me to
the village where we bave Lved together so
long.

¢ My brotker, O my brother I’ exclaimed the
other youth, hardly able to restrain kis emotion
during the recital; ¢I am he whom the woll car-
ried off ; but I was saved from kis jaws by the
:hepslerds, as thou wast tiom the jaws of the
10n. .

The widaw had Yistened to the woaderfu; story
of the two young men. She marvelled much at
their preservation ; oo the morrow she sought
the cowmander of the Imperial forces; she
found him in bs tent, his officers were arousd
him, and the two young men stood within the

" .
lions,” exslufaed the npovs Ewmperor.

18865.

¢ Eustace ! my husband /?

The General raised his fainting wife, and kiss:
ed ber gently oo the forshead. ¢ Our sons, Theos-
byta, we shall see no wmore on earik; a kor and
a wolf carried them oif before mine eyes, as we
were crossing a river not Jmany leagues from
keace.

*Fatber! our desr father!® said the two
youths, as they kael: before the Geeneral.

¢ Nay, doubt not, Eustace,; said his wife,
¢ tast night I overbeard the tale of their adves-
tures ; this 15 he whom the lion took; this one
did the shepberds rescue from the jaws of the
wolf.’

The tale was sona re-told ; and Eustace was
convinced that he hzd recovered in one day ks
wife and bis sons. Then ioud hlew the trumpet
through the camp, atd cheers rang from the
good saldiers, when titerr Genera! came from his
tent, leading lus locy lost wife, and supported on
either side by bis sons. The enthusiasm aided
them (n obtaining the wictory over the eneiny.—
Ervery ooe loved taewrr Geseral and rejoiced 1o
bis joy, and that day tkey fought for tbeir hoiies
their Eperer, and thewr commandes.

The Emgeror Tragaa did ant [ive to welcorme
home his bonored Gaoeral ; his successor, bow-
ever, spared ro expense in crder to receive Eus-
tace with the booors which his achievements
deserved. The banquet hall was gorgeous with
orpamests ; and the Lanquet replete with delica-
cies and curiomities.  On the Emperor’s right

| sat Eustace, and his scos occupiad no mean place

w the banquet batf.

¢ To-morrow, sasd she Emperor, ¢ we wiil sa-
crifice te the great Crad of War, and offer our
thaaky for this thy wictoryl

fAs my lord pleases) sald IEustace; ‘one
thing [ pray, that wy lord wdl not regard my
absecce framn the tempie as an intentiosal shight
to bis royal person.’

¢ Absence, sirl’ exclaimed the Emperor, *1
commmacd vour ztteadance; see that you and
yours are before Lae altar of DMars, at nocn to~
morrow ; thou shalt offer sacrifice witk thy owa
kapds.’

¢T well cut off th
Eustace.

¢ Ab f—a Christtan —be it so—sacnifice or die.’

¢ Death then, iny lord : I worship Christ, not
idols.

¢ Lot Limn save thee from the wouths of the
¢ Ha,
guaeds, this Christiaa and b soss to the wild
beaste’ den ; come, iy guests, to the aresa.)

¢ And me too, mF lord,” said Tteosbyta, ad-
vaneing from the lowsr part of the hall,

¢ As thou wili; cowe, sirs; our iwcas will be
well fed.?

The party soos ar-ved at the amphitheatre,
which ®as: crowded w:th spectors. Bumoer bad
rapidly spread abread the tidings that the
triumphaat General was to die by the lian’s
mouth, for s Carnstiamty,  Some pitied him
for what they calied bis follp : ¥ What die rather
than throw a little wzcense on Lhe fire I’ Others
gloried in ins expected death, for they hated the
new faith. A few in secret prayed to God to
give therr brother strength to undergo his fearful
martyrdom, for they were Christiaos.

Eustace stoed in the arena; his wife Loelt by
kis side, and ius sons stood before him to meet the
hion’s first bound. Toe crowd grew inpatieat—
a sudden silence ; a sound as of revolving binges,
and then a sullen roar, as with a baund the loun
sprang \ato the centre of the amphitheatre. He
cast one {ook upon the youths, and (hen be bow-
ed lis head, crept to thewr feet and licked them ;
another apd another was let loose ; but the old
lion kept guard over the family, and fought with
the other lons, and drave them back to their
deps,

¢ It is enough,’ said the Emperor, *be hasa
charm aganst the teeth of the wild beasts; we
will test his powers apainst the heat of fire j pre-
pace the brazen ox.’

A fire was lighted beveath the onimal, a vast
hol:aw (rame that represented an ox, and tato

<

and that se offeads,’ replied

eh

ool

i

ciccle. The widow craved permission to retura
to her own coustry,

¢ Sir,) she sard, *I am astranger in these
parts ; filteen years have passed stace I lelt
Rome with my husband, once high i power, and
ricl, but then poor aed iu misery; we reached
younder sea ; our twa sons were with as, we
crossed 10 a shipman’s boat, but whea we arciv-
ed on this side, he detnanded money of. my hus-
baod for otir passage, and when he had 1t not to
give bim, be. seized oo me and carried me into
slavery, I lived fur years beneath his roof ia
sorrow-and in -pain ; but it was 'in vain-that he
sought to do me evil, for God preserved me from
his devices. At:length my master died, .and. T
became free ; since then I have.labored honestly
and . would :now retura’ to Rome, "if, per

drén,”, "

“ Theosbyta,” said the Generai'm a low voice,
raistog bis telaet as be spuke, '

the bellp of which the victims were introduced
through a door in the right side. As soonas it
was heated to its utmost heat, the executioners
hastened to throw their victims iu; Eustace
forbade them, 2nd then clasping his wife in his
arms, and followed by ins sons, he moved slowly
up the ladder that led to the horrid cell, and en-
tered the belly of the brazen ox calmly and with-
out fear.

For three days the fire was kept burning be-
peath the creature. Oa the third evering the
beast was opeded ; withia lay Eustace,.lis wife,
and bis sons, "as it were in a.deep-and placid
sleep.” - Not 2. hair of their beads was singed, nor
was the smell of fire upon their ﬁglﬁiops‘i_ e
. .So died they all = the husband, the : wife, . and

.- | the . children. - Tbe people -buried- them’ with
| honor, and remembered with'sorrow the mattyr~

doui of the' Christian ‘Generalt’
THE END.

No. 48.

" THE OLD BUREAU.
CHAPTER 1.

As we were passing down Excliange street,
several years ago, we stopped mn front of an auc-
ticn room to examime the vartous articles that
were exposed Lo be soid under the hammer. We
had been there but a few moments when we heard
a ferale roice inquiring, ¢ Is thus burcau to be
sold to-tay 7 Oan looking up we perceived that
the question bad been addressed to us by a young
lady, whose sad bul pleasant couatenance struck
us at oace. We replied that all tbe articles
spread upoa the sidewalk would be disposed of
to the bighest hidder. .

*1 chould hike bureau :f it goes low enough,
she said, pointing to an old fashioned article that
was stacdiog among the otber furmture ; ¢but I
never bought aaythiag at auction in my life, and
[ see no woman here. 1 do oot kuew if it would
be proper for me fo bid.’

$ It would be perfectly proper,’ we reciarked ;
“but if you wish it, I wiil bid off the bureau.’

* 1l sou will, sir, I will be greatly obliged to

eu.’

¢ Haow bigh are yoe wilhng to go?

€I do oot know exactly how much it s wortk,
but «f it cells (or three or four dollurs you way
buw it _

¢ Shali T speak to 5 hand cartman ta leave i{
at vour bouse?

¢ No, sir, I will call at noon, and settie for it,
and take tt away. I am very rauch cbliged to
you for your Lindness.’

So saying the lady west away, leaving us to
wonder who sbe was, and of wkat use the old
bureau coutd ke to her. Ve exammed 1it, took
out the drawers, but saw nothing aboutit. At
eleven o’clock when the auction cominenced, we
were preseat, aud after waiting for vearly an
hour, the auct:oneer remarked,—

¢« We will nowseli the bureau. What will
you give me, gentlemen ?’

QOuoe man offered two dollars, aosther three,
ard we hid a hall dollar more. “Four doilars
were bid—four and a hslf and five dollars. We
were astomshed that the old thing should bring
such a price. What could we do—see 1t sold
aud disappoiat the lady. The thought struck me
that it might have belonged to some [riend, and
she wished to purcbase it on that account, and
rather than disappet her, we resolved to bid
again. The bureau ran up to ten dollars, and
we purcbhased 1t for half a dollar mora. Cer-
tainly we should not bave gtven four Jollars for
it to use ourself. However, we bought it, and
bad it sent to our room, telling the auctioneer
that if 2 lady called for 1t, to wform her where
it might be found. We examined it again, and
began to regret the purchase, feeling almost cer-
tain that the young lady would ot thavk us for
what we bad done ; but we never mourn over a
bad bargata. Our puilosopby will not permit us
to do so.

A lttle after dusk, as we were sitting in our
sancturs, the yousg lady came tn wilh ao apolo-
gy for 1ntruding, and remarked, ¢ You bought
me that bureau, so the auctioneer inforcs me.’

‘Yes, I bought st an extravagant price, 1
can assure you.’

¢ What did you give ¥

¢ Ten dollars and a half.’

¢ You astomsh me. What can I do? [ had
no idea that it would bring over three or four
dollars, and 1 am no? prepared to pay for it to-
night.”

¢ I suppose it was foolish in me to give so much
for it, but I presumed you wanted it very much.’

¢T did, sir, and would not value payisg double
that amount for the bureau, « I were able, rather
than not have it.’

¢So I apprebended. Perbaps it may have be-
longed to some friend of yours ¥’ :
“Yes, sir ; that bureau was once my mother’s,’
and | noticed a tear come in her eype, which she.
eadeavored to conceal—* but she 15 dead now,
and 1 want to keep it in remembrance of- ber.':
Thinking that tie lady might be poor, we told:
ber that she might take the buread that. aight,-
if she wished, and pay us when she found it.con-
ventent. SRR IR
¢Iam greatly obliged to you for your: kind-
ness, but would ratber you should keep it, wvatil-
it is paid for. , !
We urged her to take it, but ehe refused; day-
ing—<I will see what I can do, aod call in .2
day or two, aod see you ;’ and: buding ug zood
evening, she left. » C
- There is somethtog very mysterious about this.
‘woman, thonght we, It may be tuat she:is poor, ;
and perbaps in very destitute circumstaaees.. But:
she shows an excellent heart and. the warmest
attachment to a deceased mother. -Her educa-. .

[

seen better days.. - Apd:we.thought that the next
time she called upon us we would ascertain;some-;
thing more :of sher:character.and. ciccumstances:
i—=perkiapa- of; her.-name—which: we., felt:very.:
.dnxious;to:learn, ;. v e we s @

In'n'day or two the'-yc}u'n"’;,l‘a_gy.‘g;‘i;lﬁ_led-._upbi_:”u:s

g lady-
and with tears m her eyes, ‘remg'rk'ejd ‘do mo

‘tion must bave been good, and she bas eyidently™ -




