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THE SOUTH SEA.
BY M. G, HOWITT.

Oh, the south! the balmy south, =
How warm thebreezes float !
How warm the amber waters stresm. .
From off our basking boat,
Come dotvn, come down, ffom the tall ship's side,
~ What a mavellous sight i hers !
Look, purple rocks and crimson trees !
Downin the.deep 5o clear !
Bee ! where he shoulo of dolphins go,
A glad and glorioul band,
Sporting among the day-bright woods
Of a coral fairy land.
8ee ! on the violet sands bencuth
_ ilow the gorgeous shells do glide;
‘Oh, Sea, G1d Sea, who yet knows half
Thy wondern and thy pride.
Look how the sea-plants trembling doat,
Alllike & mermaid's locks,
. Wuvlng in (hread of ruhy red,
Over these nether rocks;
" Heaving an? sinking soft and fair,
Here hyacinth—thers green,
.. 'With many a stem of golden growwth,
=% ¢ . Andstarry flower betwaen.

—_—‘—
TllE TURK UNBEAHDED

Sometrme since, business brought a Turkrsh merchant to
g ‘Leghorn bemg a person of liberal disposition and possessing the
feats ot'dwplnymg it, his acquaintance was much sought by the
thnl'ty and calculutmg Lavornese. He was a rpbust good. loolung
man, of ahout thirty ﬁve, and gloriedina bedrd of most respectable
longrtude, as black as jet, which it was his particular care to keep
duly trimmed and delicately perfamed. At one of the conversa-
" zioni of the place, he fell in with the wife of a certain Signor G—,
a gentleman employed in the dogana, or custom-house, but who

happened at this time to be in Florence, whtther he had beenf}

called by a law suit.  ‘Though a T'usean, Signor G—— was, an
almost solitary instance of the kind, subject, to occasional fits of]
jealousy, and when summoned by his affairs to Florence, left his
better half with considerable reluctance ; but. helng put to a choice
.of evrls, ke wwely pre!‘erred leaving. his wife: for a time, to the
risk; .of:loging his money for ever... The lad y, ‘as:1 have said, at-
'; .jttrected the ‘Mussultian’s atténtion. Bemg eomowhat ofa coquette,
' ino elty% of a, Turkuh ‘adorer it her t'ancy extremely 5 80 that

w\ ; hes of Cuprd
it hmeelt' Never
-bennng, ,e leoot hmt at _ -encumhe Wj‘ "tlfln husbaud ‘he
= noturn!ly enoUgh concluded:that ‘whe was ettlfer mmd or wmlow,
.and consequently lhtrgame tobe wooed and to be won, for he did
‘not et the difference of rehgron down as u great obstacle.” One
-avening thersfore, whilst engaged at tha house of a fiend, ina
.tender lele-a-fete, he offered-in tolerable lingua francu, for real
Italion he neither understood very well nor spoke very intelligi-
“bly, to take his Christian enslaver to Constantinople as hiz wife.
Hearing this fair proposal, unwilling, no doabt, to risk the loes
of her admirer by a candid explanation, she bantered him without
giving a decisive answer to his question. In this manner she put
him off from day to day, whilst the enamored Turk continued to
press his suit with more fervor than ever. In the meantime Signor
‘G——, having terminated his affuirs was daily. expected from
Florence. His lady was not particularly anxious fhat he should
become acquainted with the advantageous offer made ‘in his ab-
sence. But how to get rid of her Turkish swain, who besieged her
as closely as a belenguered city ? She at length hit on, what she
concewed an infullible plan for this purpese, His predilection for
 his beard was-no secret to her, on this point she based-her opera-
tions. Accordingly when he next pressed her as usual,
‘ Reul_ly,’_, she said, ‘I might be prevailed on but for that
edious beard.’ ' '
¢ Odious beard !" reiterated the petrificd Turk, ¢the blessed
prophet cannot -boast a finer.’ :
* Idon’t care,’ replied the fuir one, ¢ you will never do for me,
with that goat like appendage to your chin.’ :
Infine, to cut the matter short, the reader must know that the
Turk comprehending but little Italian, understood the lzdy she
would be his, provided he manifested his love for her by the
sacrifice of his beard; and that this once done, she was fairly his
own by contract implied and expressed between them. Though
tho loss cut Liim to the very soul, he resolved to give his mistress
this extreme proof of the mtenetty ot' his adoration. Liitle did the
simple follower of Mahomet imagine the wiles of which our
fair Christians are capable, and still leu did his deceiver conceive
a Turk could ever reconcile himself to the Joss of hig beard.
- Next morning a loud knock announced a8 vnsrtor. The ca-
meriera came running up ta tell her mistress, 35 well as she could
from laughing, that the Turk was come.
¢ Seccatura ! said the Signora.
* With a whole levy of Turks at his heels.’
* Male ! answer the lady.
* And without a hair on his chin.’

* Peggio,’ cried her mistress, ‘ what shall we do now

htmself walked in.
Htwelve Turks, smokmg ina errcle, like the signs of the zodiac in
" {ithe days of Phewton, he almost hegan fo think he.had mistaken the

Our Turk already, . as he conceived, the husband of the lady,
in force of the sttpulatton between them, was come with a dozen
stout Turks of his crew, each . bearing a nuptial preseut for the
bride, in order to take posaession of the lady and her residence, in
which he proposed fixing his quarters during his stay in Leghorn.
These affairs, by the way, are managed much more simply and
with less ado in Constantinople than with us. Having.directed his
attendants to remain without in the anteroom, until summoned»to
attend, he hurried in on the wings of love to salute his fair bride.
His twelve followers, with all the gravity of Turks, squatted
themselves down in the middle of the room, and making them-
selves quite at home, produced their pipes, and began composedly
to send up the odorifervus fumes in volumes to the ceiling. In
the mean time the fair Lavornese within was sadly embarrassed.
In vain she prayed, expostulated, remonstrated, explained. The
enraptured Turk would listen neither to excuse or entreaty, Had
he not sacrificed his beard? Was not his chin as smooth as her
own? Was ever woman more faitly or dearly won? How the
scene would have ended -we cannot pretend to determine, had it
not happened that at juat this very critical moment Signor G—
. When he entered the anteroom and beheld

house. Uponinquiry what all this meant, one of the grave dozen

_ lacontcally gave, him_ to understand that ‘the- residence now. be-

longed to his master. ~

~+Indeed !’ said Srgnor G—-—, much odtﬁed by the mtellrgence,
¢ How has that happened »

« He has' married the lady !’ puﬂ'ed out the Massulman.

“The devil he has !* roared the Signor G——. *What? a new
husband ? and a Turk to boot, after six weeks absence ?* And
he rushed into the.inner parment. There he found his lady
vesisting all we have deecribed, the overtures of the smooth
chinned Turk. .
¢ My husband ?’ cned tie Jady.
« My wife ?’ said the gentleman. ,
The dissappointed Mussulman stood aghast as he heard ‘whilat
the - Signora began explammg to the Signor G——, the meaning
of this strange scene, ag well as she could, whether entirely to her
husband's satisfaction is- uncertain. - Be that as it-may, he very
politely aasured his intended successor that according to the law of;
the country,wrves being only allotted one husband ata time in Ita-
ly, and his claim being the prior on &, he trustecl the other would

the ledy, wae by no meens :nclmed to’ consentto Words ensue
endlwords were o the pomt of hemg t'ollnwed by blowo,—meu
as there'was only one Chnstmu agamst a round dozen of Turks,
the former, though the first husband ‘would probnbly have come
off second best, had not hia servants, seeing how matters went
called in the police whose presence put an end to the fracas.
Infuriated at the double loes of his beard and his bride, the
Turk continved to threaten vengeance for having been thus
victimized, until the police, apprehensive of the consequences,
put him by force on board his own vessel, and sent him beardless
and wifeless to Constantinople.—Metropolitan:

RELIGION OF THE CIRCASSIANS.
BY CAPTAIN SPENCER.

" The principal arucles in the futtlr of the inhabitants of the Wes-
tern Caucasus are,—a firm belief i tn one God,. supreme and pow-
erful, and in the rmmortaltty of the soul, which they feel consinc-
ed will be translated to enother world, the abode of then' fathers.
Like the Mahometans, they do not represent Deity under any
visiblo form, but define him as the Creator of all things, whose
spirit is diffused over all space. Besides the one Eternal God,
they believe in the existence of several inferior beings, or saiats,
to whom the Great Spirit, Thka, has dslegated power over such
sublunary things as he deems too trivial for his awful superinten-
dence. These saints have each an anniversary, which is celebruted
with public rejoicing und prayer, in the same manner as festivals
are in Catholic countries. Some of them are represented under a
peculiar symbol ; but they do not worship them, except as in-
termediate agents. Upon this subject I made strict inquiry, and
found that all my informants agreed as to this point, and which
confirmed what I had previously heard rom several Russian
officers, who had been for many years in communication with the
Circassians. Nevertheless, this worship must be regarded as -a
species of adoration by the strict Protestant and the equally rigid
Mahometan. The most powerful among these saints is Seozeres,
to whom the winds and the waters are in suh_;ectton He is re-
garded with especial reverence by.those who reside near the coast §
and equslly so by the shepherd being also the protector of ﬂoekn
and herds, His fete is celebrated by the inhabitants of each

“J|village or hamlet at the beginning of spring, when his aymbol a

dried pear-tree, is adorned with garlands of flowers, and va-
rious other ornaments, not unlike a May-pole. A large onrd
or cheese, is attached to the summit ; and several lamps, accord-

ing to the number of the gaests invited (the feast beiog usually

held at the house of the chief, or ope of the. olders), are kept

at. least heve the goodness to watt for hts demtae 3 but thts wes :

—
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burmng, here and there, over the tree. As cleaulmess is.con-
sidereda virtue among these people, the aymbol of 'he saiat,
preparatory to being clothed injts finery, is most . cerefullywvach— ‘
ed in the purest sprmg water Every thing. bemg Teady, it is .
solemnly carried into. the house by one of the eldere ; -and; as
'the saint is supposed to he a greet navigator and traveller, his em-
blem is welcomed with acclamatlons by the . whole.company, -
An animal is sacrlﬁced to lne honour a public banquet prepared ;
and feasting and rejorcmg contmued t'or three days, with an ocea-
sional supplication to the saint to Protect them from the evils
which he is oupposed to have the power of averting. The feast
concludes by the division of the cheese amoug, the guests, Which
superstition invests with the property of curing numerous. dis~
eases. Each Circassian famtly preserves ona of these sacred trees
on his premises : the saint is, however, entirely neglected until
his anaiversary again occurs.
tures in this festival is, its resemblance o that of St. John, still
celebrated by the peasants of the remota  districts, in. the Carpa-
thtau mountains ; 10 whrch we may add, thatthe decking of -a
tree with ﬁowers, ,ornamente, and lights, during: the . Christmaa .
holrdays, is practued even to this day, by nearly the whole-of
the inhabitants of Germany, 2nd other countries.in ‘the north of
Europe and one ofthe prettiest gtt'ts you cau present toa ehildin
Germany, at Chnstmu, is an ornamented : ﬁr-tree, covered with
fruit, ﬂowerl, confectronary, and .wax_lights... Another of the
Crrcaman saints is Merissa, protector of bees ; and 10 - less ' im-
portent a pernonage than the mother of God. This is evrdently s

|| mixtare of Pagunistn with the ndoratton paid to the Virgin Mary.

In a country like Clrca:sm, where honey forms so important a part -
of the husbandry of the people, and ‘mingles so extensively-
with their food, we cannot wonder that they. personified a deity of
such powerful influence to gnard the bee ; and, from their tradi-
tions, it appears she performed the trust most faithfully.; for, on.

‘||one occasion, when,an evil spirit most willully. attempted to ‘des-

troy the whole of these industrious insects, she preserved a couple
by her miraculous power, and repopulated the woods and forests,
This feast is celebrated for three days, about the middle of Sep~
tember, with feasting and re_roncmg, like the others ; the. only
difference hemg, that the dishes and drmks composmg the. ban- -
quet are made entirely. from .the produce of  the -bee.” Besides :

Naokhntlxha, and Meate, protectors of agnculture, woods, and fo—_ 1"::; 3
rests, etc who arg each | honoured with a- t'estwol To whtch we
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rrtedrntely fro the great Spmt, Thke. ,regarded by e
lrcaasmno with* the greatelt veneratton H qtd happ_y 8- the 1:-_.‘.;
mamwho 8 80 drstmgunhed anto fall a victim to,its violence': ‘his
hody is conetcned to the earth with great solemmty, and his fa-
mily rejoico at the great honour conferred upon them, - When - -
they hear the chebli (thunder,) rolling in the heavens, they bel:ere
it to be an angel of God, travelling 1n his fiery chariot through the
air ; and rush forth from their houses, en masse, to thank the
celeetml‘messenger who thus itrigates their fields, and refreshes and
purifies the air, daring thé great heat of summer. Tha. Cireas-
siand also reverence, with more than commen devotion, three
sisters, who preside over and encourage the happiness of domes-
tic life, good fellowship, and harmony, with their neighbours.

These divinities are also supposed to shield the warrior in battle

with thieir protectmc wings, and to guerd the l'ootsteps of the
traveller ; i consequeutly, the natives never undertake an expedl-
tion, or even change their domtctle, wrthont making. a. prcpnm- \
tory ¢ offering to their l'zur saints,’ '

THE JEWS OF SMYRNA

After dinner, under the escort of a2 merchunt, a Jew fiom
Trieste, residing inthe same hotel, I visited the Jew’s quarter.
The Jews of Smyrna are the descendants of that unbappy pecple
who were driven 6ut from Spain by the bloody persecations of
Ferdinand and 1sabella ; they still talk Spanish in their famiiies ;
and though comparatively secure, now, as ever, they ‘live the
victims of tyranny and oppression, ever toiling and accumulating,
and ever fearing to exhibit the fruits of their industry, lest they
should excite the cupidity of a rapacious master: Their quarter
is by far.the most miserable in Sinyrna, and within its barrow
limits are congregated more than ten thonsand of ¢ the aceursed
people.’ It was with great difficalty . that I avoided wounding
the feelings of My companion by remnrkmg its filthy and disgust~
ing. appearance ; and wishing to remove my unfavourable impres-
sion Ly introducing me to some of the best famlltes first, he was
obliged to drag me through the whole range of its narrow.apd
ldtrty streets. From the external appearance of the tottering houses,
I did not expect any thing" better within ; and oat of regard to
his feeli»33, was really sorry that X had accepted bis offer to visit
his people ; but with the first house I entered I was most agree-
ably disappointed, Ascending outside by a tottering staircase o
the second stary, wrthm was not only neatness and coml'ott bpt
postttveluxury At one eud of a spaerous ro0m Was.a raised
platform opening upon a large Jatticed wmdow, covered wnh rich
rugs and divans aloog thé wall. The master of the honee mu

One of the most remarkable fea-

these. there nre several other eamte, such as Yomtkha, Sltuukha. s



