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THE SOUTH SEA..
Br M. a. UOWITT.

Oh, the south ! the balmy scuth,
How warm thebreeze iloat!

flow ivarm the amber waters Stream-
Fron off ourbasking ast.

Come down, come downflrornithe tall abp' aide,
What amavellousaight là herr!

Look, purple rocks and timson, trees!
Dovwninthe.deep so clear!1

See where the shoals of dolphins go,
A glad and glorious band,

Sporting among the day-briglt woodas
Of a coral fairy land.

Se ! on tlhe violet sands bencath
làw the gorgeous shello do gide;

0111 Bca,'ld sea, who yet knows half
Thy wonderB and thy pride.

Look how the sea-plants trembling ilost,
All like a mermaid's locks,

Waving ln uhread ofrruby red,
Over theus nether rocks;

Heaving and sinklag sot and fair,
Heie hy aëlnth-ihere green,

Withi many a stem of golden growth,
tid itarry ftower between.

A T HE T U R X U N 8 E A R DE
S9orftime since, business brought a Turkish *nerchant to

Legh rà being a person of liberal disposition nd possessing the
nea'is 'hfdisplaying il, his acquatintance was much sought by the
thri ahln calculatingLavornese. He was a rjbus od.looking
man, 6f about thirty five, and gloried in a beard of most respectable
longitude, as black as jet, which il was bis particular cure ta keep
duly trimimed and delicately perfumed. At one ofthe conversa-
zioni of the place, he fell in with the wife of a certain Signer G-,
a gentleman employed in the dogana, or custom-house, but who
happened it this time ta be in Florence, whither he had been
called by a law suit. Though a Tuscan, Signor G - was, an
almost solitary instance of the kind, subject. Le occasional fits of
jealousy, and when summoned by his affaira to Florence, left his
better lialf with considerable reluctance ; but,being put to a choice
cr evilsý. he wisel preferred leaving his wifefor a time, to the
riikofiloaing his monney for ever... The lady, a I have said, at-
tr4atd thAé Musaulan's attêntion. Being somewhat ofa coquette,
ienaveltp.yf aTmrkish adorer lit her fancye"xtremely; so that
porAchMn-t wa eïë.longensnared in the tbhes of Cupid,
vithoupt apÂciOVevnp awish, to exîriq0trt elf Nover

.biaringitto leáshintt barbéingneumberi huabadhe
àiattra 1 en gh concl]edthat ehe was ei or ýaid or widow,
and consequently fair game to be wooed and t obe won, for he did
not met the difference of .religion down as a great obstacle. One
'eveninmg therefore, whilst engaged at the house of a dliend, in a
tender tei-a-tege, he offered in tolerable ingua.franca, for real
Italian he neither understood very well nor spoko very intelligi-
bly; ta take bis Christian ensilaver ta Constantinople as his wife.
Hearing this fair proposal, unwilling, no doubt, te risk the lous
ofher admirer by a candid explanation, she bantered him without
giving a decisive answer ta his question. In this manner she put
hin offfrom day to day,. whilst the enamored Turk continued to
press his suit with more fervor than ever. la the meantime Signor
G- , having terminated his affaira was daily expected from
Florence. iis lady was not particularly anxious ihat ho should
becone acquainted with the advantageous offer made in his ab-
sence. But how ta get rid e lier Tuirkish swain, whïo besieged her
as closely as a belenguered city ? She at length hit on, what she
conceived an infullible plan for this purpose. Hi predilection for
his beard was no secret ta ber, on this point she based-her opera-
tions. Accordingly when he next pressed her as usual,

'Really,' she said, ' I might be prevailed on but for that
odious beard.'

*'Odions beard !' reiterated the petrified Turk, 'the bleused
prophet cannot boast a finer.'

'1I don't cure,' replied tie fuir one, 'you vill nover do for me,
with that gaat like appendage ta your chia.'

In fine, ta cut the matter short, the reader must know that the
Turk comprelhending but little Italian, understood the lady she
would be his, provided lie manifested lis love for ber by the
sacrifice of his beard; and that this once done, she was fairly bis
own by contract implied and expressed between tham. Though
tho less cut him to the very soul,. he resolved ta give his mistress
this extreme proofofthe intensity of his adoration. Little did the
simple follower of Mahomet imagine the wi!es of which our
fair Christians are capable, anid stl less did bis deceiver conceive
a Turk could ever reconcile himself to the Jass ot hi. beard.

Next moerning a loud knock announced a visitor. The ca-
ineriera came running up to tell hier mistress, as well as .ho could
fromn laughing, that the Turk was comne.

Seccatura!' said the Signora.
• With a whole levy' of Turks at bis heeJs.'
'•Jaae!' answer the lady.
• And without a bair on his chin.'
•.Peggio,' cried ber mniutress, ' what shall we do now?'

Our Turk already, as ho conceived, the husband of the lady,
in force of the stipulation between them, was come with a dozen
stout Turks of his crew, each, bearing a nuptial present for the
bride, in order ta take possession of the lady and ber residence, in
which he proposed fixing his quarters during hie stay in Leghorn.
These affairs, by the way, are managed much more simply and
with less ado in Constantinople than with us. Having directed hi
attendants to remain wilhout in the anteroom, until summoned ta
attend, he hurried in on the wings of love to sainte his fair bride.
His twelve fnllowers, with ail the gravity of Turks, squatted
themselves dowuin the middle of the room, and making them-
selves quite at home, produced their pipes, and began composedly
to send up the odoriferous fumes in volumes to the ceiling. In
the mean time the fair Lavornese within was sadly embarrassed.
In vain she prayed, expostulated, remonstrated, explained. The
enraptured Turk would listeu neither ta excuse or entreaty. Rad
ho not sacrificed hie beard? Was net his chia as mooth as lher
own? Was ever woman more fairly or dearly 'won? How the
scene would have ended .we cannot pretend to determine, bad it
net happened that at just this very critical moment Signor G-
himself walked in. . When ho entered the anteroom and beheld
twilve Turks, smoking in a circle, like the signs of the zodiac in
the days of Photon, he aiomi began te think he.had mistakn the
bouse. Upon inquiry what all this meant, one of the grave dozen
laconicaîll'gave. himn to understand that the residence now be-
onged to bis master.

lneed?!' said Signor G- much edified by the intelligence,
«How bas that liappened?'

'He bas married the lady.!' puffed out the Mussulman.
'The devil ho bas!' roared the Signer G--. 1What ? a new

husbånd ? and a Turk te boot, after six weeks absence ?' And
he rushed into the.inner parment. There he found his lady
resisting ail we have described, the overtures of the smooth
chinned Turk.

'My husband ?' cried the lady.
' My wife?' said the gentleman.
The dissappointed Mussulman stood aghast as ho heard ; whilst

the Signora began explaining to the Signer G- , the meaning
of this strange scene, as well as ehe could, whether entirely ta her
husband's satisfaction is uncertain. Be that as it.may, ha very
politely assur:ed bis intended successor that according ta the law et
the.oountry,wives being only allôtted one husband at a time in Ita-
!y, and his claim being the prior on o, ho trusted the other would
ut teast have the goodness tawait for 1is demise ; but hiswai
what tihe Tark, whóbd ar.ted witÊhiatbeloved beardt obtaii
th lady, wasby ne meanstinetedomet tt. IWord. o'nsued;
adoi-urds Were iithe point of beitg followed bylow in i h
as thore was unly one Christian against a round dozen ofTurksi
the former, though the first husband, would probably have come
off second best, .had net his servants, seeing how matters went
called in the police whose presence put an end go the fracas.

Infuriated at the double lose of his beard and his bride, the
Turk continued te threaten vengeance for having been thus
victimized, until the police, apprehensive of the consequences,
put him by force on board his own vessel, and sent him beardiess
and wifeless te Constantinople.-.Metropolitam .

RELIGION OF THE CIRCASSIANS.
1Y CAPTAIN SPENCER.

The principal articles in the raith of the inhabitants of the Wei-
tern Caucasus are,-a firm belief in one God, supreme and pow-
erful, and ain the immortality of he soul, which they feal con inc-
ed will be translated te another world, the abode of their fathers.
Like the Mahometans, they do not represent Deity under any
visilUlo form, but define him as the Creator of ail things, whose
spirit is diffused over aIl space. Besides the one Eternal God,
they believe in the existence of several inferior beings, or saints,
te whom the Great Spirit, Thka, bas delegated power over such
sublunary things as ho deems too trivial for hi. awful superinten-
dence. These saints have each an annirorsary, which is celebruted
with public rejoicing and prayer, in the same manner as festivals
are in Catholic countries. Somaeof them are represented under a
peculiar symbol ; but they do not worship them, except as in-
termediate agents. Upon this subject I made strict inquiry, and
found that ail my informants agreed as te this point, and which
confirmed what I had previcusy heard fron several Russian
officers, who had been for many years in communication with the
Circassians. Nevertheleus, this worship must be regarded as -a
species of adoration b>' the strict Protestant and the equally rigid
Mahometan. The muet powertul among theso saints is Seozeres,
to whom the winds and the waters are in subjection. Ho iu re-
garded ithl especial reverenco b>' those who reside near the coast ~
and equally se b>' the shepherd, being also the protector oftflacksi
sud bords, His fete is celebrated by' the inhabitants of each
village or hamlet ai the begiriniug ut spring, whenu his symbol, a
driedt pear-tree, is adorned witb garlands u of owers, sud va-
rious other ernaments, not unlike a May-pole. A large ord,
or chocse, is attached ta the summit ; and several lamps, accord-
ing ta the number ofthe guests invited (th. feast being usually
held at the bause ef ibe chief, er one of the.sîders), arekpt
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burning, here and there, over the tree. As cleanlness. en-
sidered a virtmo among thesq' people, the symbolof .he saint,
preparatory to being cltbed i its finery, is most crefully wash-
ed in the purest spring water. Every thing beigýg ready,,, i is
solemnly carried into the bouse by one of the eiders ; -andi as
the saint is supposed to bie a gréat navigator and traveller, bis em-
blem is welcomed with acclamations by the whole company.
An animal is sacrificed to is honour ; a public banquet prepared.;
and feasting and rejoicing cntinued for three days, with an occa-
uional supplication to the saint to prutect them from the evils
which ho is supposed. 1o have the power ofaverting. The feast
concludes by the division of the cheese amng, the guestis,.which
superatition invests with the property of curing numerous dis-
eases. Each Circassian family preserves one of these sacred trees
on his promises : the saint is, however, entirely negtected until
his anniversary again occurs. One of the moet remarkable fea-
tures in this festival is, its resemblance to.thal of St. John, still
celebrated by the peasants of the remote districts, in. the Carpa-
Ihian mountains ; to which we may add, .that ie decking of a
tree with flowers, ornaments, and lights, during the . Christmas
holidays, is practised, even to this day, by nearly tb whole of
the inhabitants ofGermany, and other countries.in the north U
É'roipe and one of the prettiest gifts you au pfeent to a sBild -in
Germariyf at Christmas, is an ornamented fir-tree,.covered witl
fruit, flweru, confectionary, and wax .ligl4ts..Another of the
Ciiras.ian saints.i. Merissa, prot.ector of bees ; and no les im-

p4w.tant a perîonagethan the mother of God. This is evidengy a
mixture of Paganistn with the adoration paid tothe Virgin Mary.
In a country' like Circassia, where honey forms se important a.part
of the habandry of the people, and mingles so extensively
with their food, ive cannot wonder that they personified a deity of
sncb powerful influence to guard the bee ; and, from their trad i-
tions, it appears she performed the trust mut faithfully,; for, on
one occasion, whenan evil spirit most wilfully attempted to des:-
troy the whole of these industrious insects, she preserved a couple
by her miraculous power, and repopulated the woods and forest.
This feast is celebrated for three days, about the middle of Sep-
tomber, with feasting and rejoicing, like the others ; the. ouly
difference being, thatthe dishes and drinks ,composing the. ban-
quet are made entirely froi the produce of the -bee. Beside
these, there ae several other saints, such as Yemikha, Skuskha
Naokbaîkhata d Nete, protectors ofagricuIture, woods, aid fo.,
.tets, etc. who 'are each houred .with a festivâl. To 'whicbe *&
nmay add the,,poéwerLf ing, Tliebskma nief ars d

u caprotfcte moear hŠre T nder and1;aht
tïnthe gaerea it'Thkais grdd by

*WC n siiaÉs wiîh tbej roait ' ratin ; pdihppy il- îe
ranh ijsî'ingui hd io fall a victim totits iolence: his

body is conisigned ta the earth with.great solemnity, and his fa-
mily rejoico aI the great honour conferred upon them. Whon
they héar the chebli (thunder,) rolling in the heavens, they believe
it to be an angel ofGod, travelling 'i hi fiery chariot through the
air ; and rush forth from their bouses, en masse, to thank the
celestial'messenger who thus irrigates their fields, and refreshe sand
purifies the air, during thé great heat of summer. The Circas-
sians also reverence, with more than common devotion, three
sisters, who preside over and encourage the happiness of domes-
tic life, good fellowship, and barmony, with their neighbours.
Thme divinities are also supposed to shield the warrior in battle
with their protecting wings, ,and to guard the footsteps of the
traveller.; consequeutly, the natives nover undertake ari expedi-
tion, or even change their domicile, without making a propitia-
tory offeri n to their fair saints."

THE JEW SOF S MY R NA.
After dinner, under the escort of a merchant, a Jew from

Trieste, residinig in the sme hotel, I visited the Jew's quarter.
The Jews ofSmyrna are the descendants of that unhappy peuple
who were driven ôut from Spain by the bloody perecations of
Ferdinand and Isabella ; they still talk Spanish in their families ;
and though comparatively secure, now, as ever, the :live. the
victimi of tyranny and oppression, ever toiling and accunulating,
and éver fearing to exhibit the fruits of their industry, lest the7
should excite the cupidity of a rapacious master. iTheir quarter
is by far. the most miserable in Smyrna, and within its narrow
limits are congregated more than ten thousand of' the aceursed
people.' It was with great difficulty, that I avoided wounding
the feelings ofa my companion by remarking its filthy and disgust.
~ing.appearance ; and wishing to remnove my unfavouble impres-
sion by introducibg me ta some of thé best families giret ho wus
obliged ta drag me through the wvhole range cf ils narrow and
dity streets. Freom the external appearance of the tottering houses,
I did nlot expect any' thing better within ; and ont of regard te
hie feelinds, was really' sorry that I had accepted bis offer to visit
bis peuple ; but with thre first hanse I entered I wias most agree-
ably disappointed. Aseending outside by a tottering staircase po
the second story', within was flot only neatness and comfort, but
positive hïmxury. At ohie end of a spacious room» was a raised
platformn opening upom a large latticed winçiov, covered with richi
rugisud dîvans àlong ihe wall. The master ef the house wag
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