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A 80 is the will of God, that wrth well-dorng ye may.
putt tomlence the- ngnoranco of fooheh men. l Peter
u. 18, )
: aThe Church in this. collect offers up d. prayer
qr the well belng of the unlversal Church ‘and in
the pumons of Scripture she. appomts ‘for ‘the
ices, shows how thrs may be most effectually
m ted Havmg in the precedmg collects based
1 her requests and a.ll our consrderattons on the

t’é
)

r to them, that are in error the light of His truth
s N ¢to this mtent shown, that they may’ rclurn ‘unto
%i‘l,the “way of rlghteousness. _The collect then prays
’L:'thut all those who are admitted into the fellowship’

b4 l‘ollow all such as are agreeable to the same In
e aaccordance with' this, the passage selected for’ the
f-’? veplstle sets before us the dangers by which - our
al Journev we are takmg. and that
home. We are stranaers and
%.' vpspotted in our trannt through it. Above . all

hst _we recollect, that as Chnsnans, we rntlst

id
yﬁ:\th Y Godl whom we “serve.

tx_’gs,,lherefore, whet

To' all
e‘mporal or sprrrtual

' pear to 'sét befofe us the certamty of that

/|80, may we be assured that all’ ‘his other pronuses'

"I cation of their efficactous merits to his own sal-.
| teach us is, that we must walk thror.gh the. world
tof the Holy Spirit.

= | pilgrims, looking to Jesus the- author.and finisher

| from whence he sends the sanctifying influence of

S ot’ Chnst's rellglon by baptism, may eschew those :

,
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: assrstance, by which the Chnsuan isto be : supp:
in his' course. - “As he. went to, his Father,

turned agam from thence to comfort his. dtscrples,

will ‘be fulfilled ;—that he will:send to - us the [t
Comforter,: ‘and - then, inthe completion of the
whole councrl of God for man's ’redempuon, may,
our hearts so rejoice, that our.joy’ no man can
'| take from us,  If, with the Apostles; we :
ful;when we contemplate the - suﬂ'enng ndured‘
by our Redeemer, let us remember that it ‘was for
our ‘$ins he 'so suffered, and hence learn thetr enor-
' rmty in the sight.of God. - Sorrow will be turned,
int6 joy in the heart of every faithful Chns_tran,,
when he fully understands the purposes of mercy
for which they were undergone, and feels the appli-

‘| vation, . ,"‘he practlcal truth these considerations!

|and ils corruptions in faith, and under the guxdance
Havmg put on Christ, we
must walk worthy of our calling, as strangers and

tof our faith, -who, for the joy. that was set before’
| him, endured the cross, despising:the shame, and:
is for ever set down ' at the right hand of God,

the Holy Spirit, to’ enable us to follow all such
things as are agreeable to our Chnshan calling.

Prayer and Modem 'Ihought

Of all the attacks whrch ‘the pseudo phrlosophy
of the present day has made upon the citadel of|.
{ Christianity; none is more deadly in intention or
‘more destructive in results than'the attack upon
Prayer as a means of communication between man
|and Gop. We refer not so much to the atheistic
argument that prayer is useless because there .is
no-Gob to pray to, as to the more plausible ob-
jections ‘which are really embarrassmg to many
earnest minds.

One of these is that for Gob to answer the
‘prayers of men would be to interfere with the laws
of nature.  The universe, it .is said; is a collecticn
of forces and of the laws of those forces. In the
mote. of the sunbeam and i in the flaming constella-
tion, you trace the' uavarymg ‘operation of these
laws—laws of gravitation{ of cohésion, of chemical
affinities and repulsxons, of hght, of heat. 'Nothing
that happens but iss link in this endless chain of
cause and effect. For. ¥oan to expect that his
prayer will avail is to expect .that thrs uml’ormrty
will be broken in upon, and this, says our. scientist,

~rs nnpossrble--xs contrary to all experience.’ This
we deny. For to our ‘Certain knowledge, there is
one power which is. contlnually making free wrth
the laws of nature, and that is the power of spiritas.
we see it in mah. We take.up a book. We say'it
obeys the the laws of nature—the law of gravitation,

|| which ‘draws it to the earth~the. law. of cohesion
of its’ patticles, which holds "them together. But
our free will can mtert’ere with, these laws. Spite |
of. gravttatron, we:can lift the book up ; spite of lhe
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Jaw : of' cohesmn,? :can, ifwe please;: Atear rts
‘léaves'in’ pleces 'What lS thls but.‘olu: “free spmt
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f,xtent talung the rems out of Hrs hands lnto our
own, ‘and allowmg the’ car of sthe umverse#forﬂlhe
time, to be driven by bhnd 1gnorance, whrch knows
not what it would be at, lnstead of by the wxsdom
whrch cannot err? That, gndeed looks hke a
formldable objection, and so, it -is. unt:l we come tp ‘
the ‘Bible'and get:its theoty of - prayer... The.:diffi-
culty then vamshes at once.’ IIere Is the . xbhcal

mﬁrmmes, for we know not [wuhout gich aid]
what we should pray for -as. we ought " . We.see
from this that-Gop is the Inspirer of true - 'prayer
—of the prayer Hé answers,  He is- moved:: by it
because He meself has brooded " ‘over the soul,
and brought the’ prayer to birth. .\When the sun
smiles-upon the ocean and. woos rts waters, until .
they rise and seek him, ﬁoatmg as 'vapors -in‘the
upper air, until, dissolving i in rain, they fall- agam
in bléssing upon the earth we: ha»e a perpetual‘
parable of Gon's relation” 10 the. ‘soul ' in" prayer.
When the knee is bent in prevalhng supphcatl "n" .
it is not man;in his weakness and; folly . authonta- ‘
tively ordering Gop and. compellmg -Him - out- of
His pre-ordained courge ; but it is first of all Gop
Himself bending’ over the soul He has made,
qurclrenmg by the bresth of HlS Spirit .its desires
into life; giving them their direction,. and then
completing the circuit of blessing by sendmg upon
that soul the good it has sought. C
But, says the Ob]CLtOI', whata roundabout method‘
is this { - If prayer has the will of Gop.in - it. from
beginning to end, why bring man in at all? < Why
urpose be executed at once,
going by straight lmeéJ instead of by these cir-
cuitous routes, which are ever dipping into and
passing through. the soul of men ?. .Propose:such
an objection .to any number of spiritually-
minded persons, -and .we. think one and the. same
answer would immediately- leap to. the .surface -
of the consciousness. ‘ That -answer is, that Gop
seeks man's companmnshrp in thought ‘and - pnr-
pose, and man needs Gon’s. Do we not feel in
ordinary society that one of life's deepest aims. is
being. secured, and one 'of its’ sweetest : dehghts’
being tasted, when mtelhgent mmds are brought
together for converse? The umverse is'built 'y upon
Divine thought, and its final aim. seems to be that
the minds in it, from the. lowliest. ta lhe l'fuest
may converse one wuh another. ‘A man-may:ias
well exclaim; against t the crrcul;mon of -the blood
and say that it is.a waste of nme and force for .1ts ;
fluid atoms to come into the lungs: ‘and- meet the
upper air; a5 to deny the" need of the -soul’s’ con-
unual contact with ns source '

In consrdenng tlns subJect we have hrt‘herto been, 3
on,the defenswe,, srmply parry;ng\, ass ults,,and i
'replymg to. objectrons . We:aré ; '
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