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absolution of sins, at least until he gives up his
Bible to the priest. Booksellers, who shall sell
the Bible to persons not authorized, forfeit the
price of the books.  Asto monks (7‘c]§u1arcs)'they
riay not read nor purchase the Bible without
fsave of their superiors- .

Al this is plain enough ; but these decrees of
Pius IV, were rujected by the Catholics of Ger-
wmany, France and Poland.

Other Popes, Clement VIII. and Gregory XV.
vantured hewever to add to the rules of Pius 1V.
They decreed in express terms, that Jeave to read
the Bible could not be granted hereafter but by
the sovercign pontiff himself, or by the assembly
of cardinals and prelates. Gh! if the court of
Rome had been able to suppress, to annihilate
wholly the reading of the Bigle by laymen, how
elad would it bave been to snatch from the hands
of men light which exposes its deeds of darkness
and falsehood. "But this was beyond its power;
it had to bow to a power higher than its own.

TTowever, in our age even, Popes have still
tricd to hinder the circulation of the Word of

Giod. Pius VII. svrote in 1816 1o the archbishop’

of Gnesen, in Poland, that the Bible Society was
a diabolical invention,~—a pest,—the destruction
of the faith,—the greatest danger to souls,—an
impious device of innovators ; the ruin of our most
iwly religion contrived by its encmies,~—the ma-
licions work of a wicked Socicly (neferii concilii
maliliem)~—an irretrievable ruin®?  Conld the
most holy father Pius VII have employed strong-
or exprassions to stigmatise the imposture of Ma-
homet or any similar enterprise ? and he applies
such terms to those whose only ohject is fo distri-
“ute the Word of God without note or comment !
What a proof of the hatred of papists toward the
Bible !

The present Pope Gregory XVI. has also pub-
lished bulls against the sale of the scriptures in
the valgar tongue. The eonclnsion from wwhat
has been said 1s: 1st. That the Romish church
has not abandoned the system of preventing the
reading of the sacred Book 5 2d. That the “Bible
and Popery are irreconcilable, and reciprocally
exclude. cach othcr ; 3i. That, therefore, the
Bible and Popery cannot both be divine institu-
tions : a choice must be made between the two
4th. That, to preserve the right to read the Bible,
the influence of Rome nust be opposed.

1 belicve I have somewhere read that the
Toman Catholic Bishops in the United States
have recommended (o their flocks the reading of
the Word of God. . This is well ; they have act-
ed as Pope John VIII. before the opposition of
the Oriental churches of Furope ; they allow,
they authorize what they cannot hinder in a
country like America. But be assured that let
tiiem hecome masters to do as they please, and
they will bind the Bible with an iron chain in
the walls of their convents.

Iam &c. G.ve F.

TIE TRAVELLER.

DECORATING THE gg:\VE WITH FLOW-
ERS.

Turar is a kind of pathos and touching tender-
ness of expression in these sweet and fragrani
emblems of affection, which language cannot
reach, and which is calculated to perpetuate o
kind of soothing sympathy between the living
and the dead. They speak of cords of love, too
strong for even the grave to break asunder.
This practice no doubt gave rise to the ancient
custom which prevailed in the East, of burying
in gardens, and is one which conduces to the
gratification of the best feelings of our nature.
It prevailed generally in and about the Iloly
City, and also amnong the Medes, Persians, Gre-
cians, and Romans. The Persians adopted it
from the Medes—the Grecians [rom the Persians.
In Rome, persons of distinction were buried in
gordens or fields near the public roads. Their
monuments were decorated with chaplets and
garlands of flowers.

The tomb of Achilles was decorated with ama-
ranth ;3 the urn of Philopemen was covered
-with chaplets ; the grave of Sophocles with ro-
ses and ivy; that of Anacreon with ivy and
fowers,  Baskets of lilies, vinlets, and roses,
ware placed on the graves of husbands and wivas,
white reses on those of unmarvied females.
Lo Java, the inhabitanis scatter flowers over the
budies of their friends ; in China, the custom of
ylanting flowers on the graves of their friznis, is

of very ancient date, and still prevails. Th
natives of Surat strew fresh flowers on the graves
of their saints every yecar.

In Tripoli, the tombs are decorated with gar-

lands of roses, of Arabian jessamine, and orange

and myrtle flowers.

In Schwylz, a village in Switzerland, there is
a beautiful little churchyard, in which almost
every grave is covered with pinks. [In the ele-
gant churchyard in Wirfin, in the valley of Sal-
za, in Germany, the graves are covered with lit-
tle oblong bexes, which are planted with perren-
nial shrubs, or renewed with annual flowers ; and
otheis are so dressed on fete-days.  Suspended
from the ornuments of recent graves, are little
vases filled with water, in which the flowers are
preserved fresh. Children are often scen thus
dressing the graves of their mothers—and mo-
thers wreathing garlands for the graves of their
children.

A late traveller, on going early in the moming
into one of the churchyards in the village of
Wirfin, saw six or seven persons decorating the
graves of their friends, and of some who had
heen buried twenty ycars. This cunston also
prevails in Scotland, and in North znd South
Wales. An cpitaph there says,

‘¢ The villaze maidens to her grave shall bring
The (ragrant garlands, cach returning speing 3
Scleeted sweets ! in emblem of the maid,
Who underuciths this hullowed turf is laid,”

In Wales, childien have suowdrops, primroses,
violets, hazel-bloom, and shallow blessoms on
their graves, Persons of mature years, have tan-
sy, box, ivy, and rne.  Tn South Wales, no fiow-
ers or evergreens are permitted to he planted on
eraves but those which are sweet-scented. Pinks,
polyanthus, sweet-williams, gilliflowers, carna-
tions, mignionctie, thyme, hyssop, camomile, and
rosemary are used. The red roses are appropri-
sted to the graves of good und benevolent per-
sons.

In Easter week, most graves are newly dres-
sed, and manured with fresh earth.  In Whit-
suntide hoilduys, they are again dressed, weeded,
and if necessary, replinted. No person ever
breaks or disturbs flowers thus planted, It is
considered sacrilege,

In Cabul, burying grounds are held in great
veneration, and called Cities of the Sileat. 'The
Jewseall them Houses of the Dead.  The Egyp-
tians visited the graves of their friends twice a
week, and strewed sweel bazil on them, and do
to this day.

While the custom of decoraling graves and
graveyards with flowers, and ornamental trees
and shrubs, has prevailed so lone and extensively
among ancient and modern- civilized nations,
some of the American aborigines will not perniit
a weed or blade of grass, nor any other vegetable
to grow upon the graves of their friends. ~ With
few exceptions, there has hitherto been in our
country a strange remissness on this subject,
which would surprise the heathen. Graves and
churchyards are left to the course of gradual di-
lapidation and decay 3 which ever follows in the
train of moral degradation.--New-~Ilaven Pala-
dium.

TRANSPARENT DEPTI OF THE SEA OF TIHE NEW-
FOUNDLAND CDAST. "
My atteution was caught by something moving
on the bottom twelve or fiflcen feet below me,
and I soon found it to be covered with lobsters,
One or two of these, by means of a pointed stick,
we managed to capture. The singalar clearness
of the water is most remarkable ; when the sur-
face is still, the echini, shell-fish, and ecretiniie
clinging to the rocks, crabs and lobsters crawling
on the bottom, inits depths, are as cleasly visible

to a depth of thinly or forty feet as in air itself. |

* ** In the passage between Trinity Island, ov

Lewis’s Island, and the Frying-pan, the boliom
of the sea consisted of huge peaks and mounds of
while granite, rising from dark and deep hollows..

The extreine cleamess of'the-water rendered these

cliffs and peaks ali visible as we approached them,
though none reached to within threz or four fa-
thoms of the surface, and the sens:tion cxperien-
ced in sailingover;them was inost singular, and
to me very unconfortable, I could not losk over
the boat without extreme widdiness, as if suspen-
ded on some acrial height leaning over a tremen-
dous gulf. The seme scnsation was described
to me by a gentleman I ulterwards met with, an

[the course.of the river as far as

cileinent of present afiction.

experienced hunter and sgilor, as assailing him
upor his once, in smocth water, taking a houst
within the space of some sunken rocks off” the
Wadham [shands, on which the water byoke in
bad weather.  These rocks he described as thiee
peaks rising from an apparently uatathomable
depth, and the sensation, as his boat gently rose
and fell between them, wis 20 unpleasant, and
indeed awful, that he whedle wol away as fust as
he could.—Jules’s Fxcursivns.

THE PERSIMON TREE OF CHORGIA,

Atoxe the trees here, we saw some fine speci-
mens of the persimon, whichi grows toa height
of not less than 50 fecty and about 18 inches in-
diameter.  The leafis Jorze and of a deep green
and as the branches spread well it forms an ex-
tensive sh@le. It produces a fruit of an oval
shape, akout an inch end a balfin Jength, of a
reddish colour and fleshy pulp, harsh to the taste
when fresh, bt said (o be azrecable after the
frest hasshrivelled and softencd it.  The fruit
adheres to the ftree lonz after it his shed jts
leaves ; but it vltimately dops off if not gethcred,
and is then greedily eaten by domestic snimals,
Asingle tree will often yield many bushels of
this fiuit, and it is somelimes pounded up with
brang and made into cekes, These are baked
in the ordinary way like bread, and kept dry,
when they are fiom time to time used to muke
a kind of beer, which is dane by dessolving the
cake in water, adéing to_this some hops and
yeast, and fermenting it in the usnal manner.
Brandy even has been distilled from the fermen-
ted weter in which the peisimon fruit had been
bruised j but this is rarely made an article of com-
merce, though frequently used hy the households
of farmess. The Cherokee plum, small, light
red, and of a fleshy pulp, is also abundant here,
but the taste was more bitter than sweet, and Jar
from agrecable, and the redjmulberry is also secn,
but the finit is not mnuch used.—Buckingham’s
Sluve Stutes of Americd,

THE MIGRATION OF BIRDS.

“The erane and the swallow observe the time of
their coming.”’—Jeremiak viii. 7, .
Tue migration and periodical flight of birds, in~
stinctively as they must certainly be considered,
are yet peculjarly demonstrative of the providen-
tial superintondence of the Creator. - The natur-
al history of the crane furnishes striking evi-
dence of this assertion.  Immediately atter land-
ing, we were surprised and delighted with a
flight of birds ; which we discerned at first like
a thick dark speck in the heavens, which gradu-
ally enlarged s it approached, and discovered at
length the array and order of their flight.  They
wheeled along their airy movements in the form
of a semi-circle, cnclosing within itself numbers
of sinallar circles ; the component parts of which
were constantly shifting their relative positions,
advancing to the front as if by a sudden impulse,
then falling back to the rear, alternately occu-—
pying and giving place to others. The lively
competition was constantly maintained j each of
them every instant passing or passed by his fel-
low. All was grice und herinony, not one dis-
cordant movement throughoul the whole array ;
every thing apprared as il regulated by a pre-
concerted plan, in «w!ich every member under-
steod and performed his part with freedom and
precision, alike the subordinates and the super-
iors.  They were too Ligh in the air for us to
hear any noise fromihe steerage of their wings,
or to know what species of hirds they were : but
we julzed,thom to be cranes. They held on
their steady flisht from noith to south, following
the eye could

accompany them.—Richardson®s T'ravels,

AMILY CIRCLE.

ERRCGRS IN FAITH AND PRACTICE,
£EARMILIFIED IN SKETCHES FROM REAL LIFg,
‘ A MOTHER’S TALE,

Tuerr is something irresistible in truth whep it
comes to us with all the weight of personal expe-
ricnee, especially when the mind which receives
it is calin and serene.  One of the many reasons
why the experience of others does but ?it(le good
lo us is, simply, that it is forced on us injudici~
ously, when onr minds are under the strong ex-
¢ : But lct the warn-
g be yiven Lefore the very crisis of sorrow has




