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THE SESSION.

The late session was eertainly not rich
in Aets. It will place seventy-three on
the Statute Book: and will be remewm-
herend by the people of Canada, more for
what it did not do, than for what it did.
Amony the Aets passed, the mest impor-
tant s that relative to the management of
indian athairs, the object being to fran-
ehize the Tndians as mpidly as possible, and
it s not of slight interest, as remarked in
the Governor's specch, that many of its
provisions wers sugeested by Indian Coun-
eils. Further teaties are to be made with
the Indians Jduring the recess for opening
up the Western Saskatzhewan eountry for
Eurcpean setilement. A step of this na-
ture i neeessary, the beginning of settle-
ment having already been kept back for
thie want of it :

As cocnate with this, the formation of
the naw distriet of Keewatin in the east-
ern part of the Nerth-West Territory, 1s
worthy of special notice.  This district
will probably be a province before many
vears elapse. Tt eontains some good lands
on the reate between the old settled por-
wons of Canads and Manitoba ; while its
wineral  resourees  are undoubtedly im-
mense, The milways and  telegraphs

hronch will prommte mapid  seitle-

I
5 134

ment,

In the acknowledgment for the vote of
Suppiies, the Ministers were careful to put
in the mouth of the Governor-General the
staternent that care would be taken to see
that the expenditures on the Pacifie Rail
way woere not emharrassing to the country.
This i nndoubtedly very proper in itself ;
but it i very difieult to see what s the
object of putting a rule of condnet in a

Speech from the Throne, in such a con-
nection.  In the coming years the progress

of settlement and better acquaintance with
the country upon the construction of the
carlier portions of the Paeific lailway will
undoubtedly  ditermnine at what rate of
speed  the remaining portions shall be
built, gnite apart from anything that this
Government or Parliament cansay, It is,
therefore, that the words put in the mouth
of Lord Dovreris are folly.

Another mention in the Speech from
the Throne ix not unexceptionuble.  The
Ministers make His Excellency say it is
well that wise cconomy has prevented the
necessily of increased taxation,  This may
be matier of opinion for the Free Traders;
Lint there was no use in Haunting it in this
way in  the face of  the Protectionists
suffering from depressed industry, It can
only serve to cmbitter the controversy
during the recess 5 and that certainly is
never necessary in Canada, and much less
when for no better object than vaunting a
party triumph.

As bearing on this subjeet, the report
of the Depression -Committee may be
mentioned here. This was probably more
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the trouble to read ; but it is worthy of
notice that, in the remarks on the sugar
duties, it is not pretended to be denied
that the effect of the Awmerican system of
drawback is to give the American refiners
a protection in our mirket,  But the com-
forting retlection is drwn that if Cana-
dinn refineries are shat up, the amount of
people cinployed bears no  proportion to
the amount of capital invested ! Was
there ever such a reason given beforel
Even if it were admitted to be true, what
becomes of the trade from the West Indies
in raw sugar, as furnishing relurn cargoes
for our dried fish, shooks-staves and other
lumber produets, which are now of alinost
vital numportance for uns to develepe?
There can be ne answer which is not an
insult to common sense.  The inaction on
this subjeet, and on the tea duties, are the
blots of the session, which the country
will have reason to rue and resent,

Among the Aetz passsl was one to
extend the Dominion Nutes Systemn to
Prince Fdward Island, DBritish Colnmbia,
and Manitoba,  The Contested Elections
Act was also amended with the object of
making more effectuad inquiey into corrupt
praciices.  There was alsoan Aet to make
provision for the collection and registru-
tion of Criminal Riatisties in Canada § and
another to provide for Raflway Statisties,
There were two speeial Aets o enable par
ties to extend and obtain patents, which
are worthy of notiee as u precedent for
partiex whe iy bol:l fmporant patents in
exceptional or particular  eircumstances,
There was also an Aet to anthorize the
administmation of eaths to witnesses before
Conmmittess of Parliament : and guite a
number of Bank and Insuranee Ineorpor-
ation and Ameadment Acts,

The Inst days af the session were miarked
by the futtgue of members, huste to got
awayv, and impatienes of debate, as they
alwavs ure. 1t happened in this way that
the House would seareely hsten to Mr
Pore'sdiseussion of the Inmigration ques-
tion ; which if it hal conp earlier in the
session would v excited o good dead of
debate, and probably will vet, on the
JENKINS papers next sescbon. It is worth
notier that the Lmmigmtion Committee
recommended to the Government the con.
tinnation of a vigoereus Lsmigration policy.
The absenece of Dr. Terpen, and the iHness
of Sir Jouy MacvoNarp probably helped
to shorten the last days. 1t may lastly be
remarked that, so far as this Parliament is
conecirne], the Ministry take leave of the
session stronger and  better shaken down
in their position than they were before ;
but how it may be with the eountry ix for
time 1w telll. There were some special
points which arose during the session
which it may be interesting to discuss
during the leisure of the meess.

FISsi CULTURE.

The Dominien Government has now in
actual ovemtion seven public establish.
ments devoted to the artificial reprodue-
tion -of fish. Besides those  formerly
existing at Neweastle, Gaspd, Restigouche
and Miramichi, this Department has built
and completidd three other handsome and
carmnadious establishments at Sandwich,
on the Detroit River, at Tadeusae, on
the Sagnenay River, and at Bedford, on
the Sackville River, near the head of Bed-
ford Basin and only a few miles from
Halifax.  The capacity of - the  parent
institution on Wilmot’s C'reck, in Ontario,
has also been enlarged, so that in future
the interior can accommodate many mil-
Hions more of fish spawn, and the rearing
pomds will harbour millions of young fry.

At Neweastle; Ontarlu, over a million
of vivified: salmon cggs were deposited in
a healthy  state, together with 300,000
salmon tront eggs, and 200,000 whitefish
Upwands of *twelve millions. of
whitefish eges were suceessfully placed in
the Sandwich establishment.  About 70,
000 were deposited  at Gaspé, “which
quantity ought to have been quadripled
but for the escape of the stock of parent
galmon penned up - during “the summer
time, . Accidents guch ns  this, and-the
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salmon fry at Miramichi, amounting to »
willion and o half, was redueed to
150,000, are attributable in some degree
to negligence or incompetence.  Tho Tu-
donsac establishment, which turned ont
30,000 of last winter's hateh, has this year
about 200,000 salmon egys in excellent
condition.  The suceess of this oxperi-
ment, =0 very encouraging in its fisst two
seasons, is mainly due to the indefatigable
exertions and warm interest bastowed on
it by Scnator Priee sud Mr. Radfond, of
[CAnse & L'eau.  In addition to an ex-
cellent frost-proot building, well supplied
with good water amd. capable of holding
ten millions of fish eggs, there are now a
series of commuodious rearing ponds, both
brackish and fresh, and seeure reception
houses at Little Izlands Bay and River
St John, to eateh and metain parent lish,
The number of salmon ova Iad down at
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atronimns was enforced  wherever the wr-
gency. o abuses demnnded. legal inter
forutice,

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERYV A.
TIONS.

The agencies employed in the Dominion
for collecting meteorological statisties, and
atilizing the facts and principles required,
area contral office, chicf stations, ordinary
stations, reporting felegraph stations, and
publishing telegraph stabions. There are
pine chief stations in the Dowinien, 15
reporting telegraph stations, tive reserve
telegraph stations, 36 drmmstations, and 72
ondinary stations.  During the year 628
storm warnings were issued, 250 to Queliee
amd points west of Quebee, and 378 to the
Mantime Provinees, Of these warninues
105 were sent in September, 200 inp Oeto.
ber, and 1534 in November ; no warnings

the Restigonche works was 300,000, At
Miramichi, only 600060 were procured,

having prevented the mthering of any
considerable stock of spawu. The Bel
ford establishment has 600008 salon
pires juoa thriving cowdition. This s an
excetlent begiuning in Nova Seotia, The
whole number of yeuny fish distributed
last spring from the hatehing of 1S7T4 was
1700000, These were placed in various
waters s related in the reports of the
severtd pepsons in charge, An experiment

miles below Ottawa Cliy, was contimed
list spring. Nearly 30000 salmon fry,
in healthy eondition, were  liberated at
different places in the  streann This
deposit makes, altogether, 47,000 ivde
fish distributed in Salmon River.  The
guanlians in charge of the stream mepont
that the upper waters were erowded with
yeung sslmon in the sutnmn months, and
that many were seen exeecding e inches
in lenzthe 1t should bLe proved conclu-
sively next season whether or not these
youngsters will emivrate 1 the salt water
and meturn, after the fashion of theirkind,
to the numery waters in which they are
rearsd though, not Wred. The  patand
instinet which leads salmon back to their

self into a seeondary mannet among thoese
artificially  hatehed  and | trapsferred 1o
other waters, thus leading them, us adulis,
hack to loeaditiex where they have passed
the varlies stages of their existenee,

Great numbers of the Lake Ontari
salmon having been artificialls bred ag
Neweastle, and after furnizhing frv to e
stoek other strwms, have every vear os
saped into the Iake, the tiine has arrvedd
for-testing to what extent they may now
be captured as adult fish, fit for foed amd
commerce,  That  they  are  sufficiently
numerons inthe vieinity iz plain, for
large schaols of them are frequenty seen
by the fishermen, and quite o large numbser
are taken in the nets uswed ontside for ke
tront.  There are: dithenltivs in the way
of eapturing them as early in the season,
and in the same manner as salmon are
caught in the tidal estuaries and on the
sea const.  The main ddithienlty  ix their
habit of approaching the Iake  shores,
chiely about spawmng time, when they
are less valsable for market, and at a time
when the law interferes with their capture,
Further attempts might be made to cateh
them in the deep  water during  the
summer wonths, and,” fdling which; the
law should be relaxed wo 1 to admit of
fishing for them during the autumn ssson.,

Several new fish-passes have been eon-
structed st private expense on milldims
and other obstructions, aml many ('.\:ist,inq
struetures huve heen improved and re-
paired, i some instanees the Department
has constrneted” additional OUES, #DeOUT-
aged by the vast quantitics of alewives
and other ntigratory fish now returning to
the stroams and seeking o nseend to their
ROUITCES,

In addition to enforeing those sections
of the Fisheries Act which relate to the
ehetruction and pollution of streams fro-
quented . by “fish, “the statute relating  to
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volaminous than any person will ever take

misfortune by which last year's stock of

gw-ust and o millollads i navigble

the sudden advemt of wintry weather

i restocking with salinon, begun three |
o . ? . 1
vears age at Salmon River, about ferty

native streams may passibly develope it

were sent in the month of July, and only
tive in the month of Decemnber,  Lu Prutl
Kingston's report there iz a table showing
for a few places the mumber of warning.
which were and were not verified, frow
which it sppeans that at six stations 1oo
out of 125 warnings, or 80 per cent, of

-}
the whele, are known to have been verts
fiend, and that of the 1080 verified warning
73 peached the hands of the agent befon.
the commencenent of the stoenr The
sume of S35,07876 has been experded
during the fiscsl vear ended 30th of Jane
List of the appropriation of 337,000 wade
Py Padiament for the service. The ox
Ppenditere may be classitied a2 follows:

P For salaries Centrad Ofhee, 25 034 ¢
shations, &4,340; {t"lé‘;!r‘;\iv'!: statlons, 3.
Add: reserve telegmph sinions. Ssbg
Odram stations, 2GS @ instruments arel
apparatus, 33,766,086  fixtures amwd rejaats
of apparatus ar stabions, FHLTO ;. signal
P masts anped gear SUL2HGAT 5 telegmaphing,
FH033.13 ¢ wiscellapesus expenses, S0,
86500 Many persons in Canada are of
opinton that it &5 very doubtful whethes
the expemditure of sueh s large ameunt of
pablic meney on arcvunt of this branel «f
the publiec servies has bewn produstive of
such practioal mvsults as would warrant its
continuance on such a larae seale, The
ateunt expemled during Iast eeal vear,
viz., 335,0740.76, appears large for ilis
country as compared with the wneunt wx
pended fn the United Kingdom, which i
10000 sterling annmlly. . To the Unpited
States, hawever, the amonnt expended
last year waa 410,000 exelusive of o
special grant of BR8.000 {or the formation
of militaey telegraph Hines on the Mexiean
frontier, part of which weonld be wsed for
meteorologien] purposes,

We have before ue the mport of Pro-
fessor Kivastox, as Director of the May
netic Ubservatory, Tornto, for the ealen
der year emded 3lst Decembor, 1870
During the year just elosed, the genoral
mature of the work has eontimued ax in
former years ; but very important aeees
sions have been made to the appliances of
the Obzervatory for the carrying oni of the
objects for which it was established,  The
correet thne s determined at this estub-
lishment for the mupnetic and meteoros
logieal observations, and all the ¢locks and
watches in Ontario bave been regulated by
this time for more than thirty years, sl
for the last four years the Observatory his
given time daily to the city by striking all
the fire-alarm bells at afixed instant. The
sum of 34,800 was voted by Partinment
for this Observatory, and  the snm of
RLTH600 expended.  The Montreal (1h
servidory s in conneetion with MeGill
College, and Mr. Mcheon acts also as
Meteorological  Observer in conueetion
with the Centml Oftice, Toronto, it beiny
one of the chief meteoralogieal stations
Observations are taken day and night ot
el intervals, not exceeding three hours,
and three observidions daily are tele-
graphed 1o Toronto.  Ghservations are
also published daily in one morning and
one evening city paper 3 and duving the
past-year printed monthly abstrets have
been published, giving the “means” of all
the elements for -each day of the month
and for the month itself, and giving also n
&ynopsiz to jnelade any extraordinary ob-
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