DISI‘I\GUL..HED \IJ]MBERS OI‘ THE IIOUS.B OF
' LUI\L\IU;\b

“lulo I'.il*lmment is" stng it may be mterestnw Lo»

V‘m‘.n) of our readers to make acyunintance, through our
“Portrait Gallery,” with some of the most prominent
among the private memhm\ of the House of Commons
who so frequently figure in the debates, and take alead-
ing part in the transaction of the pubh(. business of the

country, This weck we give pox-trxut‘, and here subjoin’

brief biographical sketches, of six of these gentlémen,
whose past politieal and Par lmmen tary career fully entitle
them to the prominent place they hold in Cunadian
polities.  Whether on the {ront Opposition benches or on
the right of the Speaker's chair, the position of a private
member is necessarily less conspicuous than that of a
Minister of the Crown, the only exception being when the
Oppozition happens to be led by a man of such ability
and experience as to raise him far sbove his compeers.

At the present time there is no close organization of

parties in Parliament, and, as a consequence, no recog-
nised leader at the head of Iler Majesty's loyal Opposition ;

though several gentlemen, skilled in parliamentary
tacties and working harmoniously together on the

Spealcer’s left, make the absence of such a high function-
ary quite unnoticeable in the ordinary current of parlia-
mentary life. Since the Union, and the relegation of local
questions to the Provineial Legislatures, the Parliament
of Canada has risen in dignity and importance ; and Cana-
dians bLegin to think and speak of their ¢ House of Con:-
moens 7 withsomething of the pride withwhichi theold world
Briton regords the elective branch of the Imperial Parlia.
ment. Confdence in the integiity and ability of the
Legizlature does much to inspire and keep alive a feeling
of patrifstzsm, and may co-exist with party ditferences of
the most pronounced sntegonism. Though the Ministry
of the day always rules, Opposition, however weak,

co

the
may do semething—and sometimes the Opposition does ¢
great deal—itowards shaping the poliey of the country;
and while active partizans on both sides may be blindly
fvllowing their leaders, there is an outside force of inde-
pendent public opinion, to the judgment of which the
contestants must submit their pretensions. Roecent
revelutions of party in Canada, though more sudden, have
certainly not besn more complete than in England, and
they have taken place here under a change of circum-
stanees fur more sudden and radical than any that have
oceurred in the mother country during the present gene-
razion. Thus old names have lost old meanings, and if
they survive it must be under new circumstances; in
obedience to the exigencies of the hour, the raising of
new issues, or taking sides upon some of those at present
inchoate propositions ss to the future of the country or
the direction of its policy. As thesze new arise, or
existing speculations take theshape of live practical ques-
tions, the members of the Touse of Commeons introducet

issues

to our readers this waek will be able to bring to their
conzideration a degree of parliamentary and political ex-
perience which ought o guide them to a safe and states-
manliks conclusion s—
Xo 11.—$IR ALEXANDE o TIILOCH GALT, K. C. M. G,
L.Cc.L.,P C
Alexander Tillooh Galt is the _vmm_-'_'-?st sen of the late

Alr. John Gait, well-known in }In,«;li.sh Hrerature as the anthor
Gl suveral works of fiction, who, from 1826 to 1320, was & resi-
dent of Canada, and the ruundvr of the now flourishing town
of Guolph, in the Couniy of Wellington, Ontarin, un(l in
whose honvur the town of (mh in the nv:'rhlmux.rx" County of
Waterioo, was num d.  + Que” Mr. Galt was born at Uuls«n
Lngland, on the oth of September, 1517, and -m- r (mnplt.tmg;
his «ducational stwdics came to Canada, in 1835, in the service
of thi=z British A rican Land (.:r)mpzsn_\, in the oﬁ'icc of which
he centiiend fur more than twenty vears, rising from the
posttion of junior clerk o that of Chicf Commissionsr. Re-
sizning bis connee tmn mth the Land Company, Mr. Galt be-
cant: on ol the forsmost rablway men of the Province, and
teok a tearding part in the .zmu]-"un.xtm" of the various com-
puates which now form the Gend Trunk Railway of Canads.
In 1§19, be was returned w the Lems].mw Amcml)lv for the
Cmmtv of Shuerbreoke, L C., nnd in 1853 for the town of
Sherbrooke, which hi continned to represent in the Canadian

Parlmmcnt up to and after the Union, having been retorned

by acclamation at the last genvral clection.  Mr. Galt, from
his first entey into Parliament, was regacded as a leader u.mont;
the British party of Lower Canada, and in the reconstruction
of tha Cualmnn Cabinct, which took. place in 1858, succeeded
Me. Cayley as Minister nf Finance. In that year he proposed

a suries ot resslutions in Parlinment in favour of the Union of

the British North American Provinees, and subscquently in-

company with the Hon: Messrs. Cartiver and Ross visited £ ng-
lanid as o delegation to press that policy and the building of
the Inte LOIUI)!AI ailwuay on the atiention of the ]'mpu.rml
Goverament, Me, Galt continued as Minister of Finance in
the Cartier-Masdonald Cabinet.np to May, 1852, when the
Government was thrown out on Colunel Lyson's Mllmn Bill,
and daring that tizne varned his full share of the obloquy Llu.n

cast by iln Opposition ;mt) on the ¢ urio of corruptionists—
_Galt, Cartier, and Jolin A S0 much prominence did he re-
;- cEive in Ehis councution, ihat though a junior, his name was
- .generally-put forward ns the senior purtner of that now historie
firm, whusy puolicy, in the direction of which Mr, Galt had
n L.ur,n, share, will yet be recognized as having served and
saved the Luuntrv at a trying period of its: history. Mr, Galt

‘returned to oftive with his old collut,;uus on the defeat of the
J. b Ma(.donald Dorwn Qovunmcut in 3arch, 1864, nnrl the

‘the Hou. George Bm\vu and his lollow ¢rs'and -the ndopuon of

brothu in his: llfc time, wig 1 mcmbcr of. lhc ch islntive

followmg'Jnnc wns with ‘ h(‘m Y purt\' tu thn\ nllumco \\'Hh
the Confederation platform.  He was, s @ matter of course, n.
member of the Charlottetown nnd anbu: Conventions in: l‘?G«\
and of the Quebee Trade Convention in 1865, "¢ was also a
duh—glltt. to Washington on the renewal of the Reciprocity
Treaty in the full ot 1863, w hq_u the Mon. Mr. Brown left the
Government,  In o August of 1866 the An}.l\l.l“\c x\mvmbi)
having refused to confer upen the Protestant minority such
educational privileges as Mr. Galt believed they vught to en-
jox, he resigned his position : but,up to the end of the scesing,
continued te support the gener al policy of the Government,
Thoeugh not then & member of the Cabinet, he was one of the
three delegates from Lower Cannda to attend the Colonial Con-
ference at London in 1866-67, nt which the Union Act was
framed ; and on the ist of July, 1867, was sworn in us & nem-
ber of the Queen's Privy Counceil for Canada, and appointed
Minister of Finance in the Government then fonaed by Sir
John A, Macdonald. He, however, resigued his cffice in the
Cabinet a few days before the meeting of Parlinment, in Nov,,
1867, because of wmatters connceted with the suspeusion of the
Commercial Bank, his collengues having declined to go o far
as he thought they ought to have done in sustaining it. He
was offered the decoration of the Companionship of the Bath
on the Ist of July, 1367, but with Mr. Cartier declined the
distinetion. It is hardly necessary to refresh the mewory of
the Canadian reader with regard to Mr. Gali's finaneisl men-
sures, his peculine views respocting the Colontal connection,
or his receiving the decoration of the Geder of St Mickaol and
St. George, by which the honour of Knighthood his been con-
ferred upon him, as these have all been the sulject of recent
discussion in our own pages, and more fully in those of our
daily contemporaries. At present he has assumed au attitude
of hostility to the Government on severn] grounds which were
fully set forth by himself during the debate on the Adidress,
and need not be enlarged upon bere,  Sir Alexauder Gult is o
man of commanding preseuce, having o clear sonerous voice
and a ready and happy commnnd of language, which place him
in the foremost rank among the debaters in the Houseof Come-
mens,  There iy, too, a geniality in his weanooer, which, i0 it
does not disarm an opponcnt, apparently deprives his shufis of
all their points, so that in ¢very wordy war in which he has:
been a combatant he has nlways carricd away the appearance
and generally the substanee of victory, At present e appoars
to caltivate an independent position, having no followers and
secking none ; and 1f there is a man in Parlinment with ihe
mental calibre to sustain such a posttion, und still be usetul to

e Aabiinde of the u\lluuv, as ¥ the member for Haots)" and {1t
must be said for Loth gentlomen that they have dong unich |
to make the sturdy Provinee of Nova Scotia known 1o the
prople of the West Ly thelr cloquence, their talent, and their |

un

the country, Sir A. T. Galt is he, :
No. 12—HON. CHARLES TUPPER, C. I, M. D, F.R.C, 8. |
(Edin) , |

The member for Cumberland (N §8)) i+ as well knoawn h»%

pluck, Dr. Tupper is descendad from a Germnn famly, which
migrating to Guernsey, and theace fo the S plaataticns 7

“

Virginia, when that to be funons @ Mother of Presidents 7 was
yet but a emall British Ceolony, aftvrwards came to Nova!
Scotia, and there, with other loyalists, settled down when the
American revelution had becaing an neceanplished fact.  Dr,
Tupper is the sen of the Dev, Charles ‘Tupper, 1. 1., of Aylzs-
ford, snd was berm at Ambierst, N. 8, on the 2nd July 13821,
He tv ok the degree of M. D, ot }'ri'uuun,h (Svotlund) in 1513,
and the same year obtained the diploma of the Royal Coll
of Surgeons of that city  After fullowing a lucrative profes-
sional practics in the chijef city of Lis native Provinee for son
years, Dr. Tupper entercd the thorny field of polities in 1=
when he was returnsd for the C vunty of Comborhnd, which
constituencey Lo Las sinoe Tepresenty «din the daval Legtshature |
up to the Unicn, and then in the Hovse of Commens, He
Provindind '~nnm*} frem 1857 to 18g0; d fiom 1860 Lo
1867, In 1864 he bLecame Premicr, whivh position be Leld s
until his Government retiresd on the comivg inte foree oF the
Union Act, Dr. Tupper has bevn on severad delezaiions e
Encland en matters conneetad with the public affaies of Lis
Provinee; to Charlottetown nnd Quebec in pans on the Unien
Question : to the Colonial conferenee in London, 1365 i
.'W.un on behalf of the Canadian Governnsent he visitod -

land in 1848 to be ready to answer any goesticns from the
C(;l«:mi.'tl office in reply to the representations of the Anti-
Confuderate delegation then representing Nova Scotin, and
headed Dy the Hon, Mr. Howe.  Dr. 'L'u,n,'wr wos the bueler of
the Nova Scotiz Conservatives; bt during ..|~ term of uitiee he
introduced many important measurees of scoind and pelitienl
reform.  He was, of course, the baler of the Union party on
the fusion of the Conscrvatives and Letormers, which finally
led to the adopticn of the Confederation polivy by the Legis-
Inture af Nova Scolia; and received, on the Ist Juty 1807,
along with several other members of the Loudon confvrenae,
the decoration of the Companionship of the Dath.  Ou that
oceasion, oo, De Tupper, in order to contribute to the smeoth
working of (Jonfc(lcmt.ion, waived his claim to a place in the
Daminion Government; or rather, with the fate Me. MeGee,
refused the proffered post, in order that all the new elemuts
might be brought into lmrnmnmui working ovder, M bhins
still pursned the same patriotic course, aiding the Hon, Mr.
Howe in securing the sanction of the Nova Scotinns to the
Uniun, on the basis of the new financial avrngements adopted
at the lust session of Parlinmont Dr. Tupper possussy
singular foree and gquickness of pereeption he speaks in tor-
rents of words with a clear, ringing utte rance ; and thongh
generally too rapid to be (ll“'L\h consceutive in his ideas, is,
nevertheless, exceedingly able in argument, and well de BeTveR
to be ¢ l.LshLd among the best orators in the Hon se. Ha has
ac qmrud a new source of popularity, especially in the Weat,
by his vigorous ndvoracy of what he has, happily forbix cause,
called a % pational. puln ¥," but whic h. saving some fo llterh
that all will readily npprov‘- ig gimply pmh ction with u little
mystery and a guotl deal of Anti-Americanism put on,  The
circumstances are, however, peculiar, and il some concersions
in the dircction to which he points could be made to bear all
the fruits he predicts for them in the revival of Nova Scotinn
and {he ‘-.\."un:',mn of Inter-colonial trads, they would cortainly
be cheap ‘
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No. 13.~TION. ANTOINE ADIE DORION, Q.

Mr. Dorion is ag near an approach {o o here (llll\!’\ le ;.:mlutor
as we have in Canadn. Hig grandfather and futer in their
day, held seats in the Legislature of Lower C:mudn and his

. A memblv

‘treal fn 1854, and sat for (hut conuhltu‘ncy untit 1801,

: Hon ticorge Brown invited him to take office duringg the 1
DOWLINT RN

]Ie is the acm of tlm lnte P A Dnr[on' uml “.M_, .
born at St, Anne de la ]’drmlc, on the 17th ‘of Jammry, 1818,
In 1842 he was ndmitted - Lo* the Lowor Cnhada Bar, and - in
1863 created Queen’s Counsel. - Ile was first returned for Mons
In
1862 he-was returned for Hochelagn, which: he has sinee con
tinued to represent, though at the lnat Kenernl election he hnd
19 puclt\‘ baed brush for his seul, being returned by the small-
majority of 23 out of" 2,600 voles—his election s still in con-
testation by the oppomng candidate, M Lanoyette. M. Dorion
was the Lower Cannda leader of thc Browa-Dorvion Caliney of
August 1868, and entered office in May, 1862, a3 Provineinl
Seeretary in the, Macdonald-Sicotte Clovcrnu\cnt This  posi-
tion he presigned in the following January, being dissatistiod
with his cullcngum regarding the lutunulumul Railway, the
construeiion of which they were then suppnw(l Lo (.wn“,-
When that government wus remoedelled, in May, 1863, Mr,
Dorion succecded Mr, Sicotte as \Unrnv\ -General and LO\wr
Canada leader, which position he held until the defent of the
Cabinet in Mareh of the fullowing yeur | since that time he
has been steadily in opposition ta the Government, mnd sup-
posed tu lean somewhut towards the attitude of an Sjrrecon-
cileable,”  His wentlemanly manoer and fluent and clegant
diction soon murked him ot as the forvmoest man of the patrty
whos sywpathies he shwred, and be s mow, a8 he has beeny
for vears, the acknowledyed lv'ulur wlthe Low x-l Canada § flonges,

xeept for a certain p ‘L\hhllt‘“a or sourness indicated in hia
voice, #s weil as in his counteunnee, Mre. Dorion is o speaker

ta whom it is a plensure to Hsten ) he is close and methodiend
in the wrmngvment of his matler, snd—for Parlinment——cx.
ceptiomatly chaice in the selection of his langunge, e doey
not, however, pay so cloze an attention to Paclinmentary affuirs
as bis personnd and political friend, Mr, Holton ; and though
unlike the Intter, he makes no seruple of telling bis owan
opinions, he is seldom henrd, or if heurd certninly not is
wach wdvaniage, except on two subjects, 1oe, lepnl guestions,

on whiel, from his high position nt the ll‘l[‘ lu~ % one of the
muthorities of the House ; and the external trade and political
relations of the country, whereon he is not to be cotsmended
as & refinble guide. He has devoted special attention to the
subjeet of the clection Luw, and hax been an carnest sdvooate
of two changes in the existing mode—that there shoubd be
only ane day's polling ; and that all the elections should Lo
Lehd on the seme day j—the former peint is to be convceded in
the Governnrent bill now before Parlinment,

No. 14+ —HON. L. . HOLTOX, J. I,

Lather Humilton Holton was born in the County of Leods,

i Upper Canade, in 1817, and belongs to what may be callad an

old Canadinn family., Atan enrly age be removed to Montreal,
in those diays nlimost the only plice of business in the conutry,
and, entering into mereantile life, soon acquired aleading posi-
liux{ amonyg the business men of the City, At one time b was
largely interested in the forwnrding business and subsy ipently

;Fhu.un.- a prominent rmilway contracter in cobnechion with

some portions of the Grand T'runk tine,  He first entered par-
fament in 1854 a8 one of the representatives of Montreal ;) but
st the general civction of 1857 he lost his seat. 1o Sept. 1862,
hie offered Bim<olf as a candidate for the representation of the

Victorin Divizion in the Legislative Council and was returnesd,
il wa mistake not, without uppmmun In May of the foliov
ing yoar, he rcsl"ncil bis seat in the Upper House and was
suhwqm ntly return=d to theasseinbly for the County of Bovhe.

legea, which he thence continued to represent until tha Vaion;
and at the last . geneml.election was retarned to the House ol
Comimons by a majerity of about two o one, thengh considera-
L, bat very incifectual, ciforts were made by his political -
poneits to defeat hita, Mr. Holton has always been s stronsiy
prononneed Liberal 1 and so highly was e held in the e
tivn of his party that, though withont ascat of Parliament, the:

4
in August of 1833 when thut gentloman hed he
Boenouar of being Premive of Canada. That Cabiost is Lo
in hizteryas the o Gwo days' minbsry™ bat according to oo jug
reenrds s duration dates froon the 2nd to the sth of A
Mr, Helten doringe these fow days hehd the office of Camnd--
signer of Paldic \\'urk* but it may be hll{.‘p(".ﬂi'd Lt D Load
Ui Httde spportanity formaking himsel acgnainted with Hw
rouiine of hiz department, 1o the replatrage of the Sandt-d
Macdonald Guvernment whicl teok plnee i Moy psox .-lr
fiolon was nasigned the office of Minister of Finanee, honere
hizdesevnt from the Upper to the Lower Chamberat fhat finme.
Thersis not much to besnid forbim iu this position, fir tuough
big with a buduet fur many weelis, he nover submittod 5tto
Parliament, und the minixtry of which e woas o menber was
turned vut of oflice in March 1861 by one af these cluse purty
vistes pecilinrg to the timae, From thal date be has acted as an
indeprudent moember of the Opposition, and in this capavity
has firly won his parliamentoy laucels. I $here is enoop-
position feader, Mr, Holton iy undoubtedly the man.  No one
is more skilled than he—very few’ as much—in the rules of
parlinmentury practice, and he is almost invaricbly in his
plaie, from which he w 'ltr'ln s the Ministers with o sharp cagle
vy, lu"-pm;: them rigidly to the lines of @ pnrlmmo ntay
precedent.” With o htan p/u,mqur i N.'I(l()t‘()llz« votue aid i
well tenined wind, Me. Holton is nterse and logical spesker,
always pleasant to listin to, wlways to the point amil noever
abscure except on the gingle particnlar of his own thoughts
or convictions on “the merits of the guestion,”  These o
penerally keeps to himself with o reticence that is quite pro-
voking; he gets up to speak ¢ witheut intending to make a
ﬁpl:n('h," and like o drill sergennt ot the head of an awkward
sqimd he schools ministers and membern alike toadue obseryv-
ance of the purlmnwnlnn chalk-line. F xcepton the ‘I'reasury
benehes there is not & member who contributes more to the
formal and reguolar pogress: of business in partinment than
Mr. Holion, and in the personal esteom of his compeers (for
hix politicw are much of a mystery) there is nol & fnember of
the House of Commons who stands )n,,hur

10—ALEX .\\’])LR \l(‘l\l',.'/.',ll,, ESQ.

3r. McKenzie, by name, nature and nppmmu('n is empha-
lnnl]_) n Scotsinan, - Ue was born at Dunkeld, Perthghire, in
1822, and though hix enrly yenrswere splmt in his native land
By L-'-cn ong endiigh in Canmlﬁ to mnki his way in the coun-
try and fo becowre a thorough’ Cnnndum. Rinm;{ Ly his own
energy aud geniud Lo o position of influence in the locality in
which he scttled, he was' first: elected to pnrlimnont in 1801,
for the (,mmtv,' of Lambion, as an ardent Gleéar Grityand . has
since continued to sit for that constituency, tle cﬂ'mls to de-
fent him at the last genernt election having nrovr'(l utterly in-.
effectunl, though bnckud b, Lhc ntrongeat mﬂucnccu his oppO-
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