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REMARKS ON THE STIT OF KUMANS,

At the 14th verse of this chapter the apostle scts
forth the high calling of thosc who are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sune of God and can
cry Abba, Father.  The Spitit bears witiess along
with their spirits that they are the children of
God—heirs of God and juint hicirs with Cluist, if su
be that they suffer with Iiun that they may also Lo
glorified together,

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John wrote the com-
plete history of Christ that we might believe that
Ie is the Son of God, and that beheving we might
have life through His name  And that we might
be led by the Sprit of God Hu caused Luke to
writo a complete history of Ilim in the book called
The Acts of the Apostles.  Jesus plainly told that
Ile must go to the Father or the Ioly Ghost wonld
not come, but when Ile went e would send 1lim,
and also what tle would do when {Ic came, Tuke
tells us when and how the Sparit eame according to
Jesus® promise, filled the apostles, and through
them, convineed the murderers of Jesus of sin and
of righteousness, ete.  When these were pricked
in their hearts and eagerly asked, what shall we
do, they were clearly told what to do, and obeyed
from the heart the form ot doctrine delivered
Thiee thousand on the day the Spirit came down
from heaven wére then led by the Spirit and became
the children of God  Theso were further led by
the Spirit when they continued steadfastly in the
apostles’ doctrines, in fellowship, in the breaking
of bread, and in prayers, and required his leader-
ship all through the journey of life. That law of
the spirit of life in Christ Jesus will remain in
full force until the end of time, so that as many as
are now led by the dpirit of God are Uis children
and heirs with Christ,

In dwelling on the believers union with Chrisg
Paul speaks of the sufferings and also of the glory
of that union. The sufferings are here, the glory
hereafter, but it is only by passing through the
former that the latter is obtained. 'The future
glory sends back its shadows in such power as to
sweeten all the sorrows of time, to unsting death
and surround the grave with a halo of immortality-
‘With this in view the apostle reckons the suffer”
ings of this present time unworthy to be compared
with the glory that shall be revenled 1n us; for the
earnest expectation of the creaturce waiteth for the
manifestation of the sons of God.  How natural
for Him to look back tothe time when the creature
was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by
reason of ITim whehad subjected the same in hope
50 that ITe may follow him from the fall in Eden till
the glorious resurrection,

This creature evidently means the Christian, as
uo other can answer the description herein given
1t is only the Christian who waits for the manifes-
tation of the sons of God,and he aloxie has the carn-
ost expuctation of such manifestation  God has
promised that glory to those who are led by His
Spirit, and has also given them the carnest of the
Spirit in their hearts, and with that promise and
forctaste they wait in happy expectancy.

At first the creature was made subject (not to
sin) bat to vanity. From the time God expelled
man from Tden his life was Lut a vain thing. TLe
sentenee of dcath was pusscd on him and it was
liable at any moiaent to Leexecuted.  But Hesub-
Jected the same i hope.  Befure man left the gar-
den to die, the hupe of a better life was inspired by
the promised struggle and triumph of the secd of
the woman  Because of that triumpb the creature
shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption
into the glorious liberty of the children of God
The grave is the bondage of corruption, out of

which the creature shall pass into that glorious hib-
erty.  Jesus, too, was bound by the grave, but
what had corruption for the ¢reature, had none for
the Creator. His soul was not left in hades,
neither did His flesh see corruption  He went into
the grave, not to remain, but to triumph over it
aud ddliver His brethren,  Ie stooped to receive
the fout of the tyrant, but only to carry him into
captivity, e led captivity captive, and reecived
gilts fur men.

The apostles introduces another party called
**the whole creation © They have some things in
common with the ereature, but lack many mport-
ant features  This party, as well as the creature,
groan and are in pamn together, until now, but
there is nothing aflirined of them indicating intel-
ligence, hope or deliverance. They secem entirely
iguorant of the cause of their trouble, and have no
hope of a deliverance from the bondage of corrup-
tion into any liberty, much less into the glorious
liberty of the children of God. ‘“Tor we know
that the whole creation groancth and travaileth in
pain together until now.” Ilere are groaning, tra-
vailing and pain, but no waiting nor hoping, no
carnest expectation.  The inferior animals groan,
sicken and die.  Death enters inanimate creation,
discase furks in plunt and air and water, It walks
m . darkness, and destroys at noonday. All groan
in pamn together until now. ¢ Not only they, but
ourselves also, which have the first fruits of the
Spirit, cven we ourselves groan within ourselves,
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of
our body. With this groaning in ourselves, there is
waiting, and a certain hope of adoption, cven the re-
demption of our body: a deliverance from the grave
of the whole body of Christ, which shall be there
and then adopted into the full *glory of the chil-
dren of God  Although the individual bodies of
the saints will be changed and fashioned like unto
the glorious body of the Lerd, Paul uses the
sivgular and speaks rather of the collective body.
‘* the redemption of our body.”

Of this redecmed and adopted body we are per-
mitted to learn some things, while other things are
beyond our powers to describe or imagine.

1st. It will be a very large body 1In it will be
found the saints of all ages and dispensations. It
will have in it all who die in infancy, and all who
were incapable of knowing good from evil, * 4s
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive.” This body will bave in it all God’s chil-
dren who are alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord. Paul showed this mystery that we shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last
trump, cte., ete.  With such accessions the num-
ber will be so great that no man can number them,
gathered from all nations and kindreds and
tongues.

2nd. This body will have grand relations
Himself will be their Father.

God
Jesus Christ will be

the clder Brother and lead of this body And ]

the IToly Spirit will be heart and life of this body.

3rd The place which Jesus Christ has gone to
prepare for them will be the cternal home of this
body, where they will be with Him to behold His
glory.

But who can deseribe the glory of that body
when even the exalted Lord of angele comes to be
GLORIFIED in His saints. When John and Paul,
the master spirits, with all their cloquence and in-
spiration, attempt a description, it seems too much
for them, John declares: ‘' It does not yet appear
what we shall, but when He shall appear we shall
be like i, for we shall sce Him as Heis," Paul
also refers us to the same: ** When Christ, who is
our life. shall appear, then shall ye also appear
with Him in glory.” Agaiu, asif exhausted in the
attempt, he exclaims of it: ** A far morc exceeding
an cternal weight of glory.” It was cnough to tell
u:. that it was a glory that far exceeded all our

thoughts, and cternudly weighed down everything
that could be put in the opposite scale,

If wo are led by the Spint of God, and are MHis
children, it is most checring to look on to that day
when we will join ¢ our redeemed body and meet
Abraham and Moses and David and all the prophets
and the apostles and martyrs of Jesus  When we
shall meet those whom we loved so muach to meet,
but who have paesed into the grave But above
all, how joyful to meet Him whose Jove to us de-
stroyed our enmity and bound us forever to Him-
self.  As the year of our Lord, 1886, passes nway,
und we are burne into a New Year, it reminds ns
that we arc another year nearer the resurrection,
and the glorious liberty of the children of Ged.
May a merciful Father enable us to be more faith-
ful 1 this year than cver before, so that when
weary and worn in the Master’s cause, we may by
lis grace be ready for the rest that remains for the
people of God. D.C

Aews of the Charelies.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

8T. JOHN ITEMS.

At the close of the Prayer and Sucial Mecting on
Thursday evening (23rd ult.,) Bro. Ellis B. Barnes
m an appropriate address, on behalf of the church
and congregation, presented Bro. T. 1. Capp with
a purse containing $58.00, as a slight tuken of the
estcem in which he is held. Bro. Capp, who was
completely taken by surprise, made a suitable reply,
thanking them for their Christmas gift.

Oa New Year's morning, at 10 o'clock, according
to our custom, we hold a prayer and social mecting.
This meeting is generally well attended, and is the
best prayer and sucial meceting in the year. Many
good resolutions are formed. May the church fearn
wisdom and profitable experience from the past, and
at the end of the next year see geeater results for the
Master. *-Benot weary in well doing; for in due

scason we shall reap if we faint not.”
W. A B.

LE"FANG.

Since my last report we have had three more con-
fessions and baptisms at Le'Tang. Very many appeax
to be much interested about their soul’s salvation.
And we trust more will soon follow in the footsteps
of their Divine Leader.  This makes eight who bave
followed Jesus of late at Le"I'ang and vicinity.

P.D. Nowran.

Dec 20th, 1886.

NOV4 SCOTIA.

HALIFAX NOTES.

Disciples of Christ meet in the basement of the
National School, Argyle street. Lords’s duy, at 11
A. M., Bible class; at 7 p. M., exhortation and.
‘ breaking of bread.” "Cuesday evening, 8 o’clock,
prayer-mecting, and a cottage prayer-meeling in
Dartmouth every Friday evening.

I am glad to report that one dear old Bro., 94 years
of age, came out and accepted Christ as his Saviour,
and was buried with ITim injbaptism December 1st.
He was at first Church of England, but the last
fiftcen years a Methodist. Some time last spring X
bad several conversations with him about the loveof
Jesus, and oceasionally I would read to him from
the New Testament, and he always went away say-
ing, 1 am thankful to you for your kindness, X
would always invite him to come back again, in
passing or repassing to rest himself, being an old
man; and he always did so, and, after baving him
fully interested with the love of Jesus, a few weeks
ago I showed him what great need there was for him
to obey all the commandments of Jesus,  fle said ne
wanted to be saved according to the New Testament.
I then showed him what the New Testament required
of him to cnter the Church of Christ on earth,—
faith, repeatance and baptism, e said that in 1839
whilein the south, he was deeply impressed withthe
subject of baptism, but putit off; and after coning to
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