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gity l1aid upon us: ¢“Let every one lay by
him in store as the Lord has prospered him.”
Hero is seen the danger of covetousness and
the duty of giving, The one uhfits us for
an entrance into the Kingdom of God ; the
other assures of (od’s constant blessings.
The existence of this sin of covetousness is an
insidious evil in our present time. The trend
and 8pirit of the age tend to make that'
wliich i8 material aid sensuous permandnt,
and thus to enconrage the growth of d cov-
etonespirit. To get into the current of this

worldliriess will soon lead s to look npon dll
the gifts of behevolence, as the poor, dslutled,
misguided Judas looked upon the ointuient
that was devoted to liis Master as nothing
but waste. His covetous nature -coull not
see that there was no waste in the gifts of
love We are glad to know, however, that:
Judas does not hold all the treasures of the’
earth, and that his covétons spirit js being.
relegated to the médiseval ages. The man’
to-day is a back number who will enquire of
love’s behest, “ Why this waste P *

It is a8 evident as the shining sun that the.
cause of God bdnnot prosper without the:
gifts of his children, and it is also true that’
we cannot afford to refase the- glvxhg of our.
substance w1thont'impovenshmg otirsélves, as
well as the cause of Ohrist. We must not
forget that thereis a withholding iore than'
is meet that 'tendeth to poverty, The bless.-
ings ‘of God sare bountifal. We are under
lasting obligations to recognize’ this fact by
bestowinig our gifte. We should give becaunse | |
we:hdve reteived, and bless becausé we have.
beén bléssed, and love Hecanse we have been
oved. ¢ Freely you bave received, freely’
give.” The love of God is seen in the gitt of
Hig own Sun. ““He who was rich, for oui
sakes betame poor, that we thifough his
pdverty might be made rich.” Thé gospe]
puts this peerless example before us, and
surely not to reciprocate such -unbounded
love oy bestowing our gifts would prove us to
bé out-and-out mgrates.

The poverty and miseries of life can all be
traced to the fallnre in this issue. It i not:
‘only neédless to be }foor, but, as anotherhas’
said, “a sign of sinfiluéss.” We will find
ﬁmt those’ who sre redlly déprived of thé
b]esamg of hfe, somewhere, in some way, and
at some:time, have witbheld their hearis and
their gnfts trom God.. There may, pomb]y:,
be exceptiviis, but this is ‘frue, a8 & rule.
“@ive and it shall be given.” < He who
gows bountifolly shall reap bonntxtully.”
These &nd many like promisce-are sare -and
cannot fail. “Herein we are justified in say-
itig’that he who does not appreciaté his gifts
to God cannot receive gifts from God. The
one talent servant proves, beyond a ‘doubt,
that not to use our gifts is to 10se them.
The rich fool found to'his sorrow that eavmg
Yi# property was' & losmg businéss; It coats
.'»nothmg to préeent our gifts oo pated to)
what it costs to withhold them, What is the.
loés of all the riches of & world compared to
the loss of & soul? But awfully tiue it is,

‘Gregory says :

by the sacrifice 'we inake for him,

4 t.;uf. ‘he ‘ who' s&vés’ his life' shall 1ose it.”

'. i

A gospel that cost- nothing is worth nothihg.
The gospel that we enjoy to:day cost the hife,
of the Son of God, and has cost untold and’
nameless sacrifices of God’s children,

We need to:day to show and to empliasizo.
this true idea of life. Why teachere and
preachers do ot wake up ahd declare the
whole triith '¢oncetning this mattér is both
surprising and alarming. We never need
expeot ‘the promlsed prosperity of the cause:

‘until the church is alive to the duty of.

? It may be, as D.-8.
'hat we ought not to aay
‘Ohnsmen giving,’ for the time is fast com-
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iig—if indeed it has ot dlready come—when

that expression wiust be abdndoned. “We
cannot give to any one what already belongs:
to him. The OChrjstian ocannot, strictly.
speaklng, give to Obrist what is already his
own by every possible title, ~ We should’
gpeak rathet of ‘the Ohtistian’s usé of wealth
ae (t]h’e stéwatd of Christ in the kingdom of

o

What is the scriptuzal, pnmmve system of
gmng, as followed by, the Apoetohc church?

It is not the wodern syatem of begging, where!

our gifte-are drawn froid s by the force ‘of:

| some. earnest Bolicitor; nor the ¢ grub-bag*:

device, nor other pathetic ‘pie:and cake”:

appeals, but to.give ag the Lord has prospered
us on every rst day of the week (See I
Cor: xvi. 2). This Apditolic riile has iic’

particnlar aniolint given. ~But if-We takethe’
Apostolic teaching as our rule, why not take:
their lives a8 our example? They parted:

with all they had. They considered what

they had was not their own, bnt belonged to
their Master. Their utinost ab:lxty was the
measure 'of their giving. The measilre of
our Jove for God and his cause will detérimine

the amount we give. If we have no love in

our benrts there will be no gifts in the |,
If we hvve a ten-cent iove, there

ti'easury.
will be ten ceiite 'in the contriblition. ' Our:
love and devotion to God muat be. meé;}:red.

we:
congider the Apostolic life and ‘teaching a
sufficient rule.for our age, and we ce:;amly
should, then..we .need "a_radical reformnnon:
id our etewardshxp, both in the proportion:

-and-the.systém of our giving.

The importance and necessity of consecra-’
ting:and appropriating our gifts to the Lord
should be especially emrhaslzed in our teach-:
ing aud praying until all are Wiade'to scednd’

vealize, that to fail in giving as'the Lord- has’

prospered us is really répudiating .our:Master, ;
apd breaking:our vows and surrendering our;
hop» of salvation.

rovidence, history and the Word 6f God
abonnd with mioméntous facts, which show:
that the withholding our giIts m\dolatry, and’
that God despises it in us to-day as much ds.
he dxd in Ananias and Sapplnra.
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This is getting to be a rather old subjéct,
but it isstill a-very live one. Tt i4 vory muéh,
every way, beforé the minds of' men-to-day,
and claiming and recemng nioré attention'
than ever before.- There is alio & wonderful:

the last.few years. Thought and feeling and
sentiment have ripened and matured until’
little or none of the bitterness ot esrher dis-
cuskiond’ remains,

A few words now, on this subjéot, need’|:

‘not’be Hew to be profitable: in keeping ithe

great interéats involved before the-minds snd'

:| & union: Chmt is everythl

in the hearts of the pebple. " Two questions
are pertinent. What is Ohristian Uuvion ?
and, How oan‘it'be’ brdught dbout ?

The fact that this iz a subject of divine
consideration, gives it mxmortahty It was
of éo-ihach importance’ that the Holy Son of
‘God 'makbs it the buiden of prayer a8 He
saw the cross drdw wear and looked down
the comiiiig ages to ‘see the futare of His
Ohlirch and “caibé smong men in the earth.
Piophets ahd apostles haye made it the sub-
ject of riptiarons song, and faithfnl warnings
and'adisonitions. ' T'he ini and evils of divi-
gion-ate cleurly pointed dut and condemned
and God’s will and our duty in thls mattcr
dre fdithfuily set torth’ 4nd enjoined. What
a* iheerest, thél-efore, thié subjéch. must have
'to bVery lovet of God’ ana men, io ‘eyery dis-
| Gihe of Ohriat didd student of God's Word 1
‘What theti is Christidi Unxon ?

1. * Fifdt, it ‘st be uiiiob. his 1£ is

‘This is" what the

that ‘Clirist’ praged for.
apostles taught This is ‘what the cimrcn
to:day lacks. "This is what the World neéds.
Recogn)zmg gome Jack in this du‘eotan‘we
have tried varions experlmenh bit aﬂ heﬁe
failed. ** We have tried #dllianced * and
“ gadociations,” “We have preached “ to]era-
tion ”-and “chsfity. % " We bate odifivated
““inter-denonfingtional fellowainp, and have
held great ¢ iittion nieetingé * and ¢ conven-
tions.” These have dohe some good They
bave nioved in'the right dxrechon, but they
‘hive not yet reaclied the end for ‘which the
‘Master prayed. They ate themaelvea snﬂi-
Gient-evidence of the lack ‘they ntfemp£ to
silpply. They fall shoit of bexng ‘Chivistian
Union. Nothing is unioii but utiion. Union
is" not federatlon or alliance of separnte
‘bodies. Uhnion is becoiding. one. . This alone
‘i§ Christian Ution.

9.' ‘Sécond; It miist be Ohristian. Chr(a
tian Umon, of course, mnat be Ohmtlan

. Tbat mieans mach, It is anion in- Chrlet

It méans tore than alhance of still aeparate
Lodies for & tommon ‘end. . It id ceaslng to
be separate ‘bodies*and becomlng ohe i
Ohi#ist Jesus. * It is-not a uiilon“of sects,’ ‘bt

‘the b]ottlng out of all sectsnan ‘lines, and

all” that goes to make and miintain secta
For what js’ Christian is not -gectarian, No
géct dant clum any qxclimve lnterests in *het
is the common inheritance of every trune chul

of' God. Whatever is of God'is not sectariin
God himself is not, a sectarian, God, , J’eens
‘Chirist-is not & aectsnkn Ohrxet. 'Bhe JHaly

;. Spirit is not- & wctsnan or denomlnmonnl
‘| Spirit. © The Holy Bxble is not e éectanan

Blble

follows, a8 the mght the day, that whaﬁever
i sectarian ia ot Christian: Things:that.are

:equal to, the same thiog: dfe équal to, :¢aoh
chauge in the apirit of its'tréatiment dntlng_‘

other, - The' words ‘sec&rlnn and Ohnqhen
aro not syhonymous, “Iléy ‘mutaally exelhde
one’ another Ohiristian’ mon, therelore; "1
union vhat-is wholly in’Ohrist, add that‘ez-
cludes what ever is Mot 'of Christ.  Iu’ such
f and’ everytlnng
i8 onmmn All'that is'6: “huthap origit-or
inventionis excluded; Christ is:dll and 4

-all; Such:dhion:is tinion &nd it is- Ohmﬁan.



