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Tho tree "of knowlodgo of good and ovil " w
in the garden, but thora was aiso "the tree of life
The tree Of life was not prohibited, the other tri
ias prohibited. God said: Of avery treo of th
gardon thou miayest frealy ont, but, ote. Se havir
free access te tho tre of life, wo have: o reson i
doubt that they partook of its fruit, until the
were drivon away froin it on account of sin. O
account of sin they wore prohibited from eating c
the fruit of this troc now (net before) lest contint
ing te oat of it, thoir life of sin should bo perpoti
ated. But now being cut off from the life.porpe
nating qualities of this fruit, they begin te di
So, after a tieo, those bodies (before sin) th
perfection of humanity, beneath the hand of tin
wear ont, and return to the grond from whic
they were taken; for dust thoy woro, and unto dus
they should return-the first mai was of the earth
eartby.

Seme, indeed, suppose that if man had manage
te partake of one morsol of the fruit of the trec c
life, aven after he had sinned, that ho could hiav
defied God and lived forover-bolieving that on
morsol would havo conforred immortality, as other
suppose that the other fruit destroyed immortality
I am of the opinion that both are inistakan, ani
that, while it is not tnnatural, but natural for niai
te die, and his eating the prohibited fruit was th
occasion simply, of hie death, and net the cause
the trac of life could have perpetuated, only by
perpetual uso,

The foregoing ie written for the purpose oEfliftin
the minds of mari from a regretful longing afte
the bht-s of an earthly paradiso snch as the abidiný
place of our tiret parents is supposed te be, and t
emphasizo the thought that mian as ha was and a'
ho is, of the s.arth, earthy, belongs te the cartl
and will remaii on the earth-returning te th(
ground from which ha was taken and at the sam
timex te hold up before the longing desire of overj
son of man, our elder Brother-the seed of tii
woman-the Lord Jesas Christ, k ho bas broughî
tife and immortality te light. Who is the second
man? the Lord from heaven, who has said: "I
am the resurrection and the life." "I an the light
of the world." 'i am lie who livoth and was dead,
and behold, I am alive for avermore, and have the
keys of hades and of death." "I go to prepare a
place for you ... and will coma again and receive
you irto mysof, that whero I am yo may be aise.'

Christian, brother, friend, death its yeurs. It is
wel that it ie. The words of Jestîs are significant.
Except a corn of wheat fail into the gromud and
die, it abideth alone; and so it rs with yo, death
te you is a blessing, God "ns given it te you aud
me as such. Death will open the portals of the
eternal home. It vill frea us from ail the buirdens,
the sorrows, the temptations of the earth-life
Even Adam, in the garden of Géid was net free
from tenmptatiuns. Tieptations belong to the flesh.
Death will free us fron them; and then safe forever
in the Father's bouse, sorrow and pain bong left b-
hind and every tear hein%. forover dried, we will not
only bless God, throueh Christ, for receeming love,
but wve will blees the wisdom of the power (what-
ever mysteries may ham.g arout%.d it) by which wa
wore "tu -du subjecet to vanity" in order to our
being finally aeleured fron the bondago of corriip-
tion intoi the glorious liberty of the chiliren of
G4id. O. B ENriERy,

montague, P. E. I. February 10tI, 1892

WiiY PEOP'L E //EA R PREA CIIN.

Last nnth I wroto ab-tit "preacliera proaching."
This month ir.is about peo-ple listening. There are
a gocd many people who attend worship that coild
net giv a very clear reasoin for so doing, and the
oft-repeated words of Jeans, " He that bath cars ta,
hear, lot him hear," have more in then than we
generally think. Times, without number, ponplo
have been told that the Gospel will ho the savior of

as life unto life, or of death' uinto death, and if they
." do not love and obey the Saviourithey cannot be
eo 8aved. Still they cone to hear the'preacher. I
10 vonder if it over crosses their minds that every
g9 word will bu a witness against thern. Why do they

to come? I cannot givo you all the rosons, but I
y will give you some. Do yousee that young man
n sitting thero? Well, ho represents a largo class of
of church-goers. le lie interested in the services?
i. Oh! no, ho scarcely hears ajword the preachor says.
u. As soon as the proaching is over he will quietly
t. slip ont and wait until a certain young lady cones
e. along. You see why he cornes? How will we get
o et him to do him good? 'Through tho motive that
o brings him. Young sisters, ho in carnest. Do you
h see that elderly gentleman sitting in that seat over
t there? His hair is gray and ho bas an intelligent
i, expression that you like very much. He comes

very rogularly and nearly always sita in the same
d place. Ho pays money when required, and yet ho
f is not a inember. Why does ho come? Well, you
e see his wifeand some of the family have " joined,"
e and it would not look well to stay at home. HeH
's understanda every word the minister saye, criticises
. the sermons, believes in the teaching, but -.
d This kind neede special treatment.
n Do you seco that whole family sitting thora in one
e of the front pows? They are all members, they
; attend very regularly. There is a et ange young
a lady with then to-night. She is net a Christian,

she bas been living somowhero out of the reach of
g the Gospel. To night she is listening very atten-
r tivoly. The earneet tones of the preacher touch
g her heart as ee listens to the offer of love and

pardon, a feeling of ber lest condition aises within
s her-she is vory much inpressed with the necessity
i of salvation. The service closes, she goes home in

silence with the family, who are church mnembers.
o As she listens te thcir talk ber heart grows cold
r and the holy light begotten from on high is extin,

guiehed. One talks about what eomebody had on;
another talks about some Jittle flirtation; another

I offers a criticism on the sermon. Christ is net
mentioned. How many persns who have been
impressed have h.id their impressions rudely dis.
pelled by 'he "I nember'.' " carelessnes? Why do
they cone? la it possible for the Devil to use
church.menbers as agents to keop people from
coming to Christ? I have other classes of listeners
in my mind, but I have not time te give the details,
ns I write while conducting a protracted meeting.
But somo go for curiosity, some because they liko
the preacher, some like the singing, soma go be-
cause they want te help the work along, they go te
do good and got good. As you read this, lot me aek,
Why do youa gol Are you a follower of Christ? le
your churcli alive? We will soon have a return of
spring-a revival of nature. Do yen need revivii?
Dues your church need it? Look about you aId -
seo how best yo can promote the interests of the
Go.spel. Remeniber, wo muet hear a;.d do. Are
you stilt out If the ark of safety? Will 3ou hear a
wird of exhortation? Decide for Christ now
Do no* remiaiii an jinattensiive listeneir any longer.
Cone to the Saviouîr just as you are. The spirito
and the bridesays, Come. Ail things are ready
It will he a terrible thing for you ta spend eternity a
mn w.o when you have heard so iuch and know so P
iell what to do. May Gud help youi, as yo read d

these few lines, te pinder over these things, and as
the resurrection of nature is here, nay we chink
iliat haw we shall stand in the great resurrection is
determinied largely by how we he.ar now. 0

W. H. IiARDING. i
Stunmerside, P. E. I. l

n
When God writes anythiz on the watl, a man se

had better rend it as it is. Daniel did not misin- p
terpret the handwriting on the wali. It is ail st
foolishness to expect a minister of the gospel ta sp
preach always things that the peoplo like or the la
people choose.-TA..VAGE. te

INFLUENCE, OF BARLY TRAINING,

Soma minds are mucb more precise than othors.
They will tabulate facts with such perspicuity that
the duilest mind cannot fait to comprebend them,
This characteristie is essential to those who have it
thoir duty to instruct others, more especially te
teachois of religion, or which will botter express
wy meaninp, preachers of the Gospel. We
frequently hear preachers deplore thefact that thoir
sermons have little effect, either intellectuel or
spiritual, upon thoir auditors. The reason of this
je eagerly souglit after by those who tind themselves
laboring in vain, but they seek it in the wrong
direction, for in noine cases out of ton it lies at their
own door. Their sermons may lack not only chear-
nces, but aise spiritual food. Thore is a systein of
sermonizing at the present day that is marked by
the greatest obscurity. Thora is a certain amouînt
of truth preachod, no douîbt, butin suich a manner,
oncumbered with such an accumulation of dobris,
as te have no lasting impression, and only a dis-
criminate and intelligent mind ie able te extract it.
Now the question naturally arises just bore: How
do we, or can we, accounit for this lack of intelligent
instruction fron the pulpit ? It cannot be due in
overy case, although I grant it is in soma, te the
inferior natural abilities of the preacher, for amos
ail pulpits are tainted with the sa disecase, and
suroly wo muet believo the naturel abilities of soma
teachers are cound. (1 am speaking now of Bee.
tarian teachers, although it might also be applicable
te many of our own toachers who may have been
brought up in sectarian schools). We muet look
thon for a cause in some other direction. Mari te a
great extent is a creature of circumstarces. I do
net mean by this that man as an intelligent boing
is wholly passive te hie circumetances. By no
means. To bolieve this would be a libel on ail
naturel beings. It is the proper sphere of man-
the God-giveri power-torise tritrmphant above ai
circumstances. But man cannotselect hie parents,
nor hie childhood training. Jn the first stage of
hie existence man is a mere animal, in fact more
helpess than an animal, for an animal bas instinct
to guida it, but the child follows passively the
guidance of its parents. This early training ho-
comes in time the instinct, or nature, of the bundle
of human sensibilities. Ail throigh the early
stages, aven to manhood, or rather the age of man-
hood, the mind is absorbing the thoughts, the
uitteranc.s of its associates. In this sense, thora-
fore, do I mean that man is a creature of circum-
stances. The truth of the old adage-as the twig
is bent the tree isinclined-is now readily Feen. As
the coimpanions and circurmstances of the child, se
will b the man. If the youth be trained in error,
the man will mature in error. If the youth ho
satuîrated with religions errer, se wvill the man. It
iras this troth, practically acknowledged, that came
to the rescue of the papacy in the sixteenth century.
A broken down adventturer, named Loycla, saw
vith dismay the citadels of the old church yield te

he power of L..ther's error-destroying engines.
Gathering around him spirits as wild and reckless
s hie own, ho founded the society kiown in histoîry
s the "COmîipanpy of Jesuzs," sworn to abandon ail
ersoial Sima te the ccomplishenît of one great
esign- he overthrow of Protestantism and the

niyersal establishment of the papal power. It
as this society Piene that rolled back the tide of
.otestant advance, when the sonthorn ciountries

f Europe trere about te throw off their allegiance
o Rome. Their power was due te the stress they
aid upon tha education of the yo,.th, and for

early three centuries they wero accounted the best
choolmasters in Europe. It is also te this fact,
ractically acknowledged, that the secte owo their
uccess to-day. Tho infant in ail ils innocency is
rinikled into the church and carefully trained in

ter yeara te observe the validity of its inception
i the Christian faith. We have concoived how


