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CHRISTIAN.

Tho tree *‘of knowlodgo of wood and ovil* was
in the garden, but there was also “‘the tros of life."”
The tree of life was not prohibited, tho other treo
was prohibited. God anid: Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest {reoly cat, but, otc. So having
free access to the treo of life, wo have : o roason to
doubt that they partook of its fruit, until they
were driven away from it on account of sin. On
account of sin they wore prohibited from ecating of
the fruit of this troe now (not before) lest continu-
ing to eat of it, thoir lifo of sin should be perpotu-
ated. But now being cut off from the life-porpot-
uating qualities of this fruit, they begin to die.
So, after a time, thoso bodies (before sin) the
perfection of humanity, beneath the hand of time
wear out, and return to the grownd from which
they were taken; for dust they woro, and unto dust
thoy should return—the first man was of tho earth,
earthy.

Scme, indeed, suppose that if man had managed
to partako of one morssl of tho fruit of the tree of
life, ovon after he had sitmed, that he could have
defied God and lived forevor—believing that one
morsel wonld have conferred immortality, as others
suppose that the other fruit destroyed immortality.
I am of the opinion that both are mistakan, and
that, whilo it is not nunatural, but natural for maa
to die, aud his eating the prohibited fruit was tho
occasion simply, of his death, and not the cause;
tho treo of lifo could have perpetuated, only by a
perpetual use,

The foregoing is written for the purpose of Jifting
the minds of men from a regretful longing after
the blies of an earthly paradise such as the abiding
Place of our firat parents is supposed to be, and to
emphasize the thought that wan as he was and 28
ho is, of the arth, earthy, belongs to the ecarth
and will remain on the earth—roturning to the
ground from which he was taken and at the same
time to hold up before the longing desire of every
son of man, our elder Brother—the sced of the
woman—the Lord Jesus Christ, who has brought
life and immortality to light. Who is the second
man? the Lord from heaven, who has said: '*1
am the resurrection and the life.” “Iaw the light
of the world.” “‘I am he who livoth and was dead,
and behold, I am alive for evermore, and have tha
keys of hades and of death,” *I o to prepare a
ptace for you ...and will come again and receive
you unto myself, that where I am you may be also.?

Christian, brother, friend, death is yours. It is
well that it is. The words of Jesus are significant.
Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abideth alone; and so it 18 with you, death
to you is a blessing, God bas given it to you and
mo as such. Death will open the portals of the
eternal home. It will free us from all the burdeus,
the sorrows, the temptativns of the earth—life
Even Adam, in the garden of Gud was not free
from temptativns. Temptations belong to the flesh.
Death will free us from them;and then safe forever
in the Father's house, sorro= and pain being left be-
hind avd every tear heiny foraver dried, we will not
only bless God, throueh Christ, for redeeming love,
Dut we will blees the wisdum of tho puwer (what-
ever mysteries may hang arou.d it) by wlich we
wore ‘‘m:de subject to vanity” ia order tv our
beiny finally delivered from the bondayoe of corrnp-
tion into the glorious liberty of the children of
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WHY PEOPLE IIEAR PREACIHING.

Last menth I wroto about **preachers proaching.”
This month it isabout people listening. There are
a good many people who attend worship that courd
not giv a very clear reasun for so doing, and the
oft-ropeated words of Jesns, ¢ Ho that hath ears to
hear, lot him hear,” have morein them than wo
generally think. Times, without numbor, people
have been told that the Gospel will bo the savior of

life unto life, or of denth” unto death, and if they
do not love and obey tho SaviourJthoy cannot be
saved, Still thoy cowe to hear the prencher. I
wonder if it evor crosses their]minds that ovory
word will bo o witness against them, Why do they
come? [ cannot give you all the reasons, but I
will givo you some. Do you, see that young man
sitting there?l Wall, he rcpresents a large class of
church-goors, I[s ho interested in the services?
Oh! no, ho scarcely hears ajword the preachor says.
As aoon a8 tho preaching is over ho will quietly
slip out and wait until a cortain young lady comes
along., You see why he comest How will we get
at him to do him good? Through tho motive that
brings him. Young sisters, bo in earnest. Do you
ace that elderly gentleman sitting in that seat over
there? His hair is groy and ho has an intelligent
expression that you like very much. Ho comes
very regularly and nearly always sits in the same
place. He pays money when required, and yot ho
is not & member. Why does he come? Well, you
see his wifeand some of the family have ¢ joined,”
and it would not look well to stay at home. He
understands every word the minister says, criticises
tho sermons, believes in tho teaching, but ——.
This kind needs special treatment.

Do you eco that wholo family sitting there in one
of the front pows? They are all members, they
attond very regularly, There is a st auge young
lady with them to-night. She is not a Christian,
sho has been living somewhere out of the reach of
the Gospel. To-night she is listening very atten-
tivoly, The earncst tones of the preacher touch
hor Leart as she listens to the offer of love and
pardon, a feeling of her lost condition aises within
her—aslie is very much impressed with the necessity
of salvation. The service closes, she goes home in
gilonce with the family, who are church members.

As sho listens to their talk her heart grows cold
and tbe holy light bogotten from on high is extin-
guished. One talks about what somobody had on;
auother talks about some little flirtation; another
offors a criticism on the sermon. Christ is not
mentioned. How many persvns who have been
impressed have h.d their impressions rudely dis-
pelled by tho ‘“ nomber’s » carclessness? Why do
they come? 1ls it possible for the Devil to use
church-members as agents to keop people from
coming to Christ? I have othor clagses of listeners
in my mind, but I have not time to give the details,
o8 I write while conducting a protracted meeting,
But some go for curiosity, some because they like
the preacher, some like the singing, some go be-
cause they want 1o help the work along, they go to
do goud and get good. As youread this, lot me ask,
Why do you go?  Are you a follower of Christ? Is
your church alive? Wo will soun have a return of
spring—a revival of nature. Do you need reviving?
Dues your church need it?  Look about you and
sve how Yest you can promote the interests of the
Guospel.  Rewenmiber, wo wmust hear and do. Are
you sull ont of the ark of safety? Will you hear a
wyrd of exhortation? Decide for Christ pow
Do not remaiu an inattentive listensr any longer.
Come to the Saviour just as you are. Tho spirit
aud the bride says, Come. Al things are ready
It will bo a terrible thing for you to spend oternity
1 woe when you have heard so much and know so
well what to do.  May Gud help you, as you read
these few lines, to ponder over these things, and as
the resurrection of nature is here, may we chink
that how we shall atand in the great resurrection is
determined larsely by how we hear now,
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When God writes anything on the wall, a man
had better read it as it is. Daniel did not migin-
terpret the handwriting on the wall. It is all
foolishness to expect a munister of the gospul to
preach always things that tho people like or the
people chaoso.—~TALMAGE,

INFLUENCE OF EARLY TRAINING,

Some minds are much moro precise than othors.
They will tabulate facts with such parspiouity that
the dullest mind cannot fail to comprehend them,
This charactoristic is essential to those who have it
their duty to instruct others, more especislly to
teachors of religion, or which will botter express
wy meanine, preachers of the Gospel. We
frequently hear preachers deplore thofact that their
sermons have little effect, eithor intellectual or
spiritual, upon their auditors, The reason of this
is eagerly sought after by thoso who tind themselves
lavoring in vain, but thoy seek it in the wrong
direction, for in viae cases out of ten it lics at their
own door. Their sermons may lack not only clear-
ness, but also spiritual food. There is a systemn of
sormonizing at tho presont day that is marked by
the greatest obacurity. There i8 a cortain amount
of truth preachod, no doubt, but in such a maunner,
encombered with such an accumulation of dobris,
as to have no lasting impresaion, and only a dis-
criminato and intelligont mind is able to extract it.
Now the question naturally arises just here: How
do we, or can we, account for this lack of intellizent
instruction from the pulpit? It caunnot be due in
overy case, although I grant it isin some, to the
inferior natural abilities of the preacher, for almos
all pulpits are tainted with the same disease, and
surely wo must believe tho natural abilities of some
teachers are nound, ([ am spesking now of sec-
tarian teachers, although it might also he applicable
to many of our own teachers who may have been
brought up in scctarian schools). We must ook
then for a cause in some other direction. Msntoa
groat extent is a creature of circumstarces. I do
not mean by this that man as an intelligent being
is wholly passive to his circumstances. By no
meoans. To beliove this would be a libel on all
natural beings., It is the proper sphere of man—
the God-given power—tojrise trinmphant above all
circumstances. But man cannot select bis parents,
nor his childhood training. Jn the first stage of
his existence man is & mere animal, in fact more
lLelpless than an animal, for an anirsal has inatinct
to guide it, but the child follows pussively the
guidanco of its parents. This early training be-
comes in time the inatinct, or nature, of the bundle
of human senmbilities. All throuch the early
stages, even to manhood, or rather the age of man-
hood, the mind is absorbing the thoughts, the
utterances of its associates, In this sense, there-
fore, do I mean thst man is a creature of circum-
stances. The truth of the old adage—as the twig
is bent the tree isinclined—is now readily seen. As
the companions and circumstances of the child, so
will be the man. If the youth be trained in error,
the man will mature in error. If the gouth be
satursted with religious error, 8o will the man. It
was this troth, practically acknowledged, that came
to the rescue of the papacy in thesixteenth century.
A broken down adventurer, named Loycla, saw
with dismay the citadels of the old church yield to
the power of Luther's error-destroying engines,
Gathering around him spirits as wild and reckless
as his own, he founded the snciety known in history
us the * Company of Jesus,” sworn to abandon all
personal aims to the nccomplishinent of ono great
design— he overthrow of Protestamism and the
uniyersal estabhishment of the papal power. It
was this soctety elone that rolled back the tide of
P.otestant advance, when the sonthern counries
of Burope were about to throw off their allegiance
to Rome. Their power was duo to the stress they
laid upon the oducation of the yo.th, and for
nearly three cepturies they weve accountod the bost
schoolmasters in Burepe. It is also to this fact,
practically acknowledged, that the sects owe their
success ta-day. The infant in all its innocency is
sprinkled into the church and carefully u'ained. in
later years to observe the validity of its inception
to the Christiau faith. Ve have concoived how



