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PROVINCIAL BUIT DINGS.

We note that, although the matter had
not bieen formally debated in the Provin-
cial Legislatare, reference has been made
to the subject. of the public buildings
whicn it is contemplated to erect in this
cily on the other side of Jamus Bay., It is
evident that to a certain extent scctional
considerations are likely to be imported
into the discussion when it-docs come up,
and already in Vaneouver a resolution has
been adopted adverse to the proposal to
expend $600,0600 or perhaps more in the
city of Victeria on the proposed work.
Mr. Cotton and ane or two other Mainland
men, while eapressing themsclves as
adverse to the contemplated expenditure
at the present tane, strongly deprecate the
idea that they are influenced by a desire to
tahe the s of government anay from
Victuria.  This being their position and,
as we belicve that not a few imembers from
the uthar side of thie Gulf of Georgia are
of thus way of ung, we contend that no
Letter tine than the present could be
thesen for beginmng to build.

In the tirst place we may say that new
government  buildings  are  absolutely
necessary, theadditions andimprovements
that are constantly being made being only
like priting a patch of new cloth on an
old garment, whose appearance is very
hittle improved by the change but whichat
the same tie is actually miade more sus-
ceptible to the influences which bring
about its final destruction.  Moreover,
cien the ancreased scccommodations are
not eyual to the requirements and, no
tatter what way be done, cre long new
quarters  tust be had.  Any one
wath half an eye will sce that the province
ought to bu:ld.

Then as for -t site, one is already pos-
sessed and occupied that cannot be sur-
passed, if indeed, cqualled in the entire
proviunce. We already own it, and to
remove t{o a new location would require
two trausactions—the sellingof thepresent
property and the purchase of another. It
may be sad that the land we now have
would bringa lugh tigure and that out of
its transference aconsicerable protit might
be made, while o place elsewhere mighs be
purchased at i wmuch tower figure.  \We
reply that the James Bay laud is worth
quite as much to the province as to any
possible purchaser, and so soon as it were
krown that the Govermmnent had decided
to build clsewhere the land which had
been selected would. whether it was worth
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itor not, “appreciate in valae ™ inuuensely.
In fact every dollar that could be exacted
would be insisted on, so that the outcoine
of the two tiansactions might be eapected
to be little shurt of o pecuniony loss,

From the point of view of accessibility,
there is little to choose between Victoaria
and either Vancouver o1 New Westmin
ster; but were this point made to prevail
to the advantage of cither the Terminal
City or her sister on the Fraser, it would
not be 'ong before Wamloops or some
other city in the interior presented its
claims and might by a similar process of
reason obtain the honor and advantage—
for some advantage if. certainly is—of
being chosen as the capital of DBritish
Colunitbia. Or it might be that for a
change we shouald have the experience of
perambulating parliamentsas was thecase
in Upper and Lower Canadn before Con-
federation—the expense and incc avenience
of which are well understood vy many
people now living on the Mainland who
hail from the provinces in question.

Aund, as another alternative, it might be
that the way would, by lack of hearty
agreement on this matter, be opened for o
division of the province into its orizinal
parts—a point which we notice has been
mooted by a new addition to the list of
serials with which the Mainland has been
favored.

Talk of this kind, however, is idle. We
want, if that were possible. even more
consolidation than we now have. In
common with the rest of the Dominion, we
have too much provincial legislation, our
hills on this account. bing heavier than we
can afford. But, under existing circum
stances, cven should it be true that Vie
toria is rather remote—which we do not
for a moment admit—it was its remote
ness that caused Ottawa to be chosen as
the capital of the Dontinion, and it was a
kindred consideration that led our United
States ncighbors to hit upon Washington
as the centre of the legislutive and admin-
istrative system—uan argament that can-
not certainly be made to apply anywhere
clse. -

Then, after these preliminaries, taking
it for granted that Victoria is the best lo
cation for the seat of Geverament, we
hold that no time better than—even if as
zocd as—the present could be chosen in
which to begin operations. Money is
cheap and the eredit of the Province is
such that she can burrow funds on *he
best terms that the inarket offers. Times
are dull and the number of unemployed in
the Province is very considerable.  Apro-
pos to this we take the fxHowing from the
Colunist :

* It i impossilde 10 read the account which
our reporier gives of the condition of the un-
cuiployed in this city and the way in which
they bear the hardslups which they are called
apon to cudure without aduunng ther cour.
agc. ther andependences and their manhiness
sicrady. The wmen, o, are more chieerful
Al hopcful than one might oxpoet to find
them  They do uat whine, neither do they
scem inclined to blame theirountry or their
fellow.citizens for the hand times that press
upon themn so severely.”

This extract is suflicient to show that’

matters in thiscity are more than ordin-
arily hard, and renders it unnccessary to
enter into x description of the actual <jtu-
ation. We may add that in other citics of
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the Proviance thaie are many idle men, the

distribution among whom the value of
the labor required to put up the public
buildings would be & Loon that weould
rescue them from dire extremities. It is
no uncommon thing fir governmenty and
municipalitiesin times of distress ts have
works performed even in advance of actunal
requiremenrts in order to prevent. Qistress
and suflering. More than enough white
men could be found in the province border-
ingz on a condition of poverty 1o supply the
labor required, and they should be em-
ployed on the work, not through contrac-
tors, but under the supervision of the
government oflicials—the best working
plans and specifications being prepared
preliminary to commencing operations.

It was cxpected that the Victorin sewer-
age works would have furnished employ-
ment to considezable home labor; but
many strangers were brought inand the
bread was thus taken out of the mouths of
those who belong to us. We want to see
the Provincial buildings begun swithout
delay and carried to completion by home
labor exclusively. This is the general
sentiment—1Ion. Mr. Beaven not excepted,

unless he has abandoned his former
pretensions,
AN INSOLVENCY ACT STILIL
WANTED.,

The Trade Bullelin, of Montreal, com
plains very properly that though the
passage of a uniform bankruptey law for
the Dominion is of far more importance to
the country at large than any measure
brought forward duringthe present session
of the House of Commons, there is very
little chance of such a Bill being made law.
We mav go further and say that there
will be no such measure this year. The
Government are afraid of dealing with the
subject, TL:y recognize, however, that the
interests of solvent traders are seriously
iniperilled by the exasting state of affairs
and that there prevails a condition of what
has been described as legalized robbery
which i working its way even iuto this
province whose fair commercial fame has
stood s0 high.

In several instances, notably one within
the last few days, an insolvent whose
credit was worked out iu this province,
turned his attention to Montrenal, Toronto
and American trade centres and, having
given his brother a mortgaze on his entire
lock, stock and barrel, ran the who'e
Iength of his tether and then closed or was
closed up, leaving nothing for any one, it
is understood, except the privileged claim-
ant or claimants. No wonder peeple are
asking whether or not, in view of the
abseuce ofan insolvent act, it is safe to
giveany Kind of creditat all.  The paper
which we quote on the general principle
pithily remarks that **the negligence of
Parliament i <pitc of the memorials and
petitions whic? have repeatedly been ad-
dressed to the a—lends color to the state-
ment recently made by a prominent whole-
saler in the cast that as there are
members on both sides of the Hease who
have already gone through the will and.
might at some time have to go through
again, they do notwant the present bunk:
it regime disturbed.”



