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Business Without Profit, or the
Folly of Cutting Prices in the
Retall Drug Business.

BY EDWARD C. PFINGST.

\What 1s to be gained by cutting the prices
of patents and toilet articles ?

Probably for a short time <ales may in-
crease, but the cutter's neighbor is sure to
meet his prices. Patent medicines are not
like grocerics, dry goods or clothing ; the
consumer will not buy them because he can
get them cheap.  ‘They are never bought
until actually wanted, and persons wishing: it
bottle of sarsaparilla will pay $1 as yuickly
as 75 cents. They will not puichase your
“ Anti-chill Mixture” at even less figures,
unless they are having chills, while the con.
sumption uf paregoric, arnica and camphor
remains very much the same whether the
price is 10 cents an ounce or 3.

Nor do the sales of postage stamps and the
telephone nuisance add cither to the revenue
or amiability of temper of the druggist.  The
undue lowering of prices may attract custo-
mers from other stores, but such advantage
will be short-lived, as the “cuts” will be
met, the final result being a general loss
of profit without any corresponding gain.
\While thns lowering of profits is gomng on
expenses usually remain the same with re-
markable pertinaaity  the landlord more apt
to raisc than lower the rent, and the assessors
of taxes are anything but “cutters.”  ‘Fhere
is another item of expense, too, which must
be taken into account—*dead stock.” ‘The
most carcful and cconomical buver will find
himself burdened with some unsaleable
goods, and those who are less careful will
acquirc a considerable quantity in a few
years.

No way has yet been invented by which
the attractive “bargain counter” can be
adapted to the drug business, and when
things in that line dic they are apt to remain
dead indeed. Then there are leakages and
breakages and other wastes which arcusually
not taken into consideration as expenses,
they are so practically, nevertheless.  When
these items are added to those customarily
put down in the eapense account the figures
will yield quite a respectable total,

It stands to reason that the gross profit on
the business done must bear such a relation
to this total that the man doing business wmay
have enough left to live on.  If this relatiop
does not exist the result is easy to foresee.
The pharmacist will struggle along, perhaps
through a short life-time, at the end of which
it will be found that in the process of making
apoor living he has sunk his capital and
perhaps left his fannly unprovided for. Such
unhappy results, 1t can safely be predicted,
will become the rule if the modern notion of
“Cheap John” drug stores is permitted to
work itself out in general practice.

No doubt some will say that the estimate
of 25 per cent. as the expense of conducting

real business is oo high, but i s easy
cnough to comvince yourself that the estumate
15 not overdrawn, and if you sum up the dif
ferent items of rent, clerk’s hre, boy or
porter, msurance, light, fuel, taxes, teleplione,
charity calls and other mcidental items, you
will be surprised at the sum total.

In conclusion, I will say that even where
full legitimaze prices are realized on all sales
the average retal druggast s but poorly paid
for his time and services ; that while yous
neighbors, the butcher, grocery man, bake
or even shoemaker, are gradually accumu-
lating money and gcu:ng rich,the poor drug
st is becominy grav and remaimng poor,
and were itnot for the love of his profession,
would be better offin conducting same other
business which would not be dependent upon
the ailments of mankind for a living, and
wherein his capacities as a merchant would
find a more extensive and lucrative ficld of
labor.--- Pharm. Record,

IODIDE OF AMMONIUM.

METHOD
WIHEN

OF  DLCOLORIZING
DECOMPOSED,

| Read before the Missouer 1 AL by
Falk, Ph. G}

lodide of ammonium, as s well-nnova to
all pharmaasts, 15 o very unstable come-
pound, the ammomum very casily dissocint-
ing from its union with the holoid clement
iodine.

‘This decomposition  wath the  resultant
coloration from a snow-white salt to a yel-
low or even dark-brown -depending on the
amount of liberated todme present s an
occurrence seeb in nearly every pharmacy.
In this condition the chemical s, of course,
anfit for use, and as the small quantties
asually on hand in the stores du not justify
the trouble and expense of mamipulaung in
the customary methods, such w spoled alkt
ts generally thronn anay o set aside, aind o
fresh supply obtaned.

The pharmacopeial process for the recos-
cry of decolunized 1odide of ammonium 1 to
wash 1t with «tronger cther, filter oft the
latter, and rapidly dryig the salt.

R. Rother tecommends treating the salt
with sulphurous acuid and ammonn, and
then drying on a water bath.  Both these
methorls are somewhat troublessime U carny
out, particularly when the amount of mater-
1l 1s small ¢say one or two ounces, while
the pharmacopeial directions are very apt to
result in an expensive product if extreme
care 15 not taken in the use of the ether.

Having scveral small lots of decomposed
wodide of ammonium come mto my hands
during the past year, it occurred to me that
they might be redecemed in a manner that |
have not yet scen in print.  This consists
simply of placing a lump of carbonate of
ammonium into the bottle and allowing it 10
remain there until the salt has regained its
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normal whiteness, this may requite from
several days to as many wecks, the time be

ing dependent upon the amount of matenal
and the degree of decomposition 1t has under

gone.  The ammonia that i~ constantly hemg
disengaged from the unstable carbonate
unites with the fice iodine present to foun
wdide of ammoniwm, and, as the supertluous
ammonia is subsequently allowed to escape,
there is no resisting contammnation wath a
foreign substance.

I usually remove the 1odide to a large ~alt-
mouth bottle, wrap a vitreous prece of am
monium carbonate in filter paper, diop it into
the bottle, stopper tghtly and plice aside
until the desired change has been effccted.
Then remove the ammomum carbonate,
leane the bottle unstopped until the excess
of ammontum has disappeared, when the
salt s practically pure and reads fm use.

Observations on Cod Liver Oil.

M. Unger, of Wursburg, (Phaun Cen
tralballe)  after numerous  expeniments,
agrees with the option ahicady eapressed
by Professors Salkowskr and Von Menng,
that the quality of cod liver oil does not de

pend upon the amount of fice aad tcon

tans, but rather the 1everse. e con

cludes: 1 In cod liver o, the phos.
phorus and tron exist i combination with
albumen.  2) In a good quality of o,
these albummates undergo no alteration,
whercas they are gradually decomposed w
the brown and yellow <mts 3 The
albuminates may readily be separated by
mixing the ol with water and adding car
bonic acid, g} The Pharmacopaia should
require that the propottion of free fat acid
should not exceed 4 5 per cent, and that the
oil, when in contact with nitric acid possess.
g a speatic gravity of 1.40, ~hould i tive
hours display a ring of albumen.

Naphthol-Camphor and Salol-
Camphor.

The valuable properties of the compounds
of camphor with carbolic acad and with salol
fortn the subject of 4 Commanauon by M
Desesqucdle Repertare, May aoth, po 2o
In hospital use they have been found to
possess considerable antisepic properties,
and the application of the naphthol cam
phor is not followed by paun, in consequence
of the anasthetic action of the camphor.
In preparing them, M. Desesquelle finds the
most comenient proportions to be 200 partsof
camphor to 100 parts of beta.naphthol or 300
parts of salol. The two ingredients are re-
ducediogethertoatine powder and then gemt-
1y warmed untl hquefaction s complete , the
hiquid is then filtered and preserved in a well
closed bottle. The liquids obtaned are
denser than water, i which they are -
soluble, and miscible with fixed and volatle
oils, ether, and alcohol.  They also possess
considenitble sohvent  powers, 10 parts of
iodine, forinstance, being soluble in the cold
i go parts of naphtol-camphor.  Cocamne
bydrochlorate and the cmchona alkalowds
also dissolve m them n considerable pro
portions.

Lastly, the liqmds are said to consutute
an excellent medium for keeping surgical in-
struments, its they attack neither the metal
nor the wood.— Pharm. Journ.



