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Business Without Profit, or the
Folly of Cutting Prices in the

Retail Drug Business.

IV EDWARD) C. P1FINGSTl.

Wiat is to be gainîed by cuîtting the prices
of patents and toilet articles ?

plrobably for a short time sales may in.
crease, but the citter's neighbor is sure to
mcet his prices. l'atent niedicines are not
like groccries, dry goods or clothing ; the
consumer will not buy themli because lie can
get theim cleap. They are never bouglit
until actually Vanteld, and persons wishlin. a
boule of sarsaparilla will pay $i as quickly
as 75 cents. Theicy ,Vill lot puichase your

Anti.chill Nlixture " at even less figures,
unless they are having chills, while the con.
sumption of paregoric, arnica and camphor
reinains very intich the saine wliether the
price is io cents an ounce or C.
Nor do the sales of postage stamps and the

telephone nuisance add cither to Ie revenue
or amiiability of teiper of the driggist. elie
undue lowering of prices niay attract custo-
mers frot ctlier stores, but such advantage
wdl be short.lived, as tIe "Cttts" will be
met, the final resilt being a general loss
of profit without aitny corresponding gain.
While this lowering of profits is goimg on
expenses usially rei.ain the saine with re-
mnark.able per tîttt the landlord :inure apt
Io raise than lower the rent, and the assessors
of taxes are anything but "cutters." There
is another item of expense, too, wiiclh mttust
bc taken into accouiit-"dead stock." Te
iost careful and cconoinical buver will find
limtîself burdened with somte tnsaleable
goods, and those who are less carefil wvill
acquire a considerable quantity in a few
years.

No n'ay has yet bteen inventedl by n hich
the attractive "bargain cotinter" canii be
adapted to the drug business, and %ten
things in that fine dlie they are apt to rema.in
dadi indeed. 'Ten there are leak.iges aind
breakages and other wastes which arc usually
not taken into consideration as expenses
thcy are so practically, nevertheless. Whenl
these items are added to those custoinarily
put doin in the expense accouînt the figures
wvill yield qfuite a respectable total.

lt stands to reason that the gross profit on
the business done mnust bear such a relation

to this total that the muant doinig business muay
have enough left to live n. If this relation
tocs not exist the restlt is eary o forese.

The piarmacist uill struggle along, perhaps
throughi a short life-timie, at rthe end of wvhich

it will be found that in the processof making
a por ing as has sunk his capital and
perhaps left his famdsy unpro% ided for. Such

unhappy resuilts, it can% safely be predicted,
wvill becomie the rule if the modern notion of

"a Checap John" drug stores is permnitted to)

work itself out in general practice.

No doubt somte will say that the estimiate

of 25 per cent. as the expense of conducting

real btIsiness is ton high , but a* e.sy
entougîh to clins ince yourself that t he estimate
is not overdra n.and if you suimt t the dlif
ferent items of reit, clerk's litre, hoy ir
porter, iisurance, ligit, fuel, taxes, tclepl.one,
t harity cals% and ltler iiciiental iteins, you
n ill be strprised at the sutii total.

fin conclusion, i nciii say that ci wiere
full legitiatie prices are realized on .dll sales
the as erage retaîl druggist is but poorly paid
for hs time and services ; tuat while vont
neiglibors, the butcher, grocery mian, bake
or even shoeiaker, are gradually a.cttu-
latimg money and getting richthe plir drug
gist is beconing grav and remainimg pcor ,
and were it not for the las e of his pi ofession,
w% ousld be better ouf In conductimg soie other
business wvhich nould not be dependent tipon
the ailments of imankind for a liciig, and
wherein ls capacities as a mîerchant n ouul
find a imtore extensive and lucrative field of
labor,---pharm. Reioid.

IODIDE OF AMMONIUM.
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lodide of amnmonium, a% is nellånon n tu
.al I plartî.î tiIst, as a ery uin stauble co.
pountd, the aitimloiiumii ver casilyissoci
ing fromit us union witil the holoid clement
iodine.

'irs decoipostiton wIth Ile iestltant

coloration fromn a siunonu fite salt to a ve-
low or even dark-bron ut -depending on the
aioint of liberated iodine present i an
occurrence seen in nearly e cry pharmacy.
In this condition the cieitical i., of course,
tinfit for use , and as the smal quiatittes
usuall on iand ti i the stores du not gttstift
the trouble and expteitse of imianipulatimg mi
the listoaiSl.try Imiethds, suc ai.1 sîpolled ,.lt

Is gener.ii thritn ail m. set atdte, ,tld a

fresh supply obtained.
The pharit opeiial procas for the reî o

cry of decol<Iried todilte if .inmlnium is to
nasht it witl stronger ether, filter off lte
latter, and rapidly dryng the salt.

R. Rother :ccoîniends treatng the salt
nith sulphirous acid and ammîîonia, and
then drying on a water bath. Both these

metho are somewhat troubesme t > camis
out, particularly wien the aitount of mater-
tal is bmitll iay mie or t wo oinces, weile
the pharmacopeial directions arc very apit to
resuit ina ait expensie product if extremne
care is not taken in the ise of ite ether.

iavmng several snali lots of dccomtposed
iodide of ainmoniumi coine mito mi hands
during the past year, il occurred to me that
tlhey imight be redceened in a manner tiat i
have not yet seci in print. This .onsists
simply of placing a lump of carbonate of
ammonium into the boule and alloning it to
rentain there until the sait has regaincd its

normal whitenîess . this îma.8% reîptie fromt
ses eral d.y) s to as man weeks, thetim I e l'e
ioîg dependent upon the iliiolunt f miateinI

and the degrec of de( omosition îtias indei
gone. 'ithe anîionia tit it o stantly ieig
dtisengaged from the un.ictable carbonate

nuites with1 the free intdime preseit to foti
lodide of aminoni um, aiid, as the siperfluous
amiimiionia is subscpientIy allion ed to e' a pI.
there is it resistinîg contain mlatlot with a
foreign suibstance.

I usially renitove the iodide to al large salt-

noiuth bottle, n rap a s itreotus pie e of am
imioniumi i arbonate in% filter p.iper, lis apt it aio
i lie botle. stopper tightly aditf pl. e aslide
uîntil the desired i hange hals icen e ted.
Thlei reimove the amimtoiuin carlionate,
lea% e the bottle lnstoplpedi unt the ves e
of ammomium as d ppeaîed, lien tli
sait is practitally pulre and reads foi ise.

Observations on Cod Livor Oil.

. Unger, of Wtursbrg, i ph.îm Cen
tralhalle) after ntumîîerouîs e\pCrîincntis,
agrecs witih the opitimon ahiady exesse

by professors Slkunski and Xi.11 Nleristg,
that the quality of i cid lis er el d s not de
pend upon the amotulnt of fr ee .a id îi < on
tains, but ratlier the iec ersc. lie toi

cudes : i l 1 it cod lic et teii, the phos-
phorus and iron cx;t in conbiation uth
albumen. 12 in a gaod quality of oil,
theae aIlbtnunaiittes undergo not .iteratioi,

hierca, tihey are. ratdu.ly d .mpcd &i
the bron n and yelle)% mts 3 'lite
aibuitniiiate mtî ay rcailyiI le separIctdC byV
itixiîg the ou nîtl naier and addng .at
bonic acid. i41 'fmlie ihatpwia sihuldi
equîre that the proportion of frec fat and

siiitild not excedl 4 3 per cent., and that the
oil, wlien li colitact nith nitric an i pos'ei,
in Sg a spe gic gravity of 1.40, should m ti e
hours display a rmng of albumen.

Naphthol-Camphor and Salol-
Campior.

'le aluable piopertis if the ompound.
of .mîplio: n ith c trbolit .I a nd n it h s.îi
forin tih le subjet tof t tiiiu i t. b% NI

ieses1uelc Rptj>circi. Nia, loth, la. 200
it hospital use teite. liase been found tg,
possess considerable iiset plropertîcs,
and the appliîat tit of the iaphthol t.11u
phor s niat follon ed b% paim. i eosequt c
of the nthl.leti atiton lof ithe .1amnphor.
In preparing lcm, )nL D escsquIelle nîits tie
mlost cos ment proportions to be 200 paIrtof
catnphor to iroo parts of beta.naphthol or -oo
parts of sa!ol. The two ingrccliets are re.
ducehogethertoanne pon dierand then gent.
SnrItedi tuntil iquefaction i. c onplete . rte

hîquid ts then fiitered and pres-rs ed in a wiell
closed botle. 'l'lie liquids obtaineid are
denser tuan wvater. in which litey are i.
soluble, and uiscible witt îxecd and scelatîle
oils, ether, and alcoitol. They also pissess
considerable solhent powers, Io parts of
iodine, for instance, being soluble in the cold
ui 90 parts of naphtol.camphor. Cocane
iysdrociloraite and the îiemchona alkaloids
alsa disshe mi them in consuiderablc prît
portions.

Lastly, the liqid, are said to constitute
an excellent medium for keepng surgiral i-
struients, as they attack ieither the tial
tior the wood.- hliarm. Journ.
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