THE GOOD NEWS.

Then how changed the scene! The bell
of a neighboring church was tolling the
funeral knell. I joined in the service. At
ita close, a few in company with the mourn-
ers, were permitted to take a last view of
the departed. There lay the young mo-
ther in the robes of death. Her life had
not changed. Disease had smitten her
violently, and reason slept. During a bri-f
interval of delirilum she earnestly inquired
af her physician:

*Am 1 in danger?

Replying rather in the affirmative, she
exclaimed in terror:

‘0, I am not ready to die! Save me,
f you can! I am not ready to die?

These were her last words. Delirium
returned, giving her mo opportuuity of
seeking that Saviour who had called and

n refused, until his Spitit, had forever
taken its flight. In a half hour’s time, she
broathed her last.

O reader! There is an hour when the
Spirit calls—calls too, for the last time.—

Cou have received his gracious call.  Have
you listened? Have you obeyed? Or
have veu said, “ Go thy way for this time;
there surely will be a more convenient
8cason? Be not surprised if the hearts to
Mourning friends be wrung with anguish
b.y your last words, <O, 1 am not ready to
Ie.

THE PATH OF OBEDIENCE.

Israel of old were not al'owed to have
any plans of their own. Jehovah planned
and arrunged everything for them. He
told them when and where they were to
move and halt. At various ntervals, He
signified His sovereign pleasure to them
by the movement of the cloud above their
beads, « Whether it were two days, or
8 month, or a yearthat the cloud tarried
%pon the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the
f’hildren of Israel abode in their tents, and
Journeyed not; but when it was taken up
they journeyed. At the commandment of
the Lord they rested in their tents, and at

commandment of the Lord they jour-
Deyed,” (Num. ix. 28-23.)
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Such was the happy condition of tho
Lord’s redesmed while passing from Egypt
to Canaan. They never could have their
own way, as regards their movements.—
If an Israelite had refused to move when
the cloud moved, or halt when it halted,
ke would have been left to starve in the wil-
derness. The rock and the manna followed
them while they followed Jehovah ; in other

words food and refreshment were alone to
be found in the path of simple obedience.

Just so it was with Elijah ; he was not
permitted to have a will of his own—he
could not fix the time of his sojourn at
Cherith, nor the time for his removal to
Serephath ; “ The word of the Lord” settled
all for him, and when he obeyed it he
« found sustenance.”

What a lesson for the Christian in all
this! The path of obedience is alone the
path of happiness, If we were more suc-
cessful in doing violence to self, our spirit-
ual condition would be far more vigorous
and healthy than it is. Nothing so min-
isters to health and vigour of soul as un-
deviating obedience; there isstrength gain-
ed by the very effort to obev.

This is true in the case of all, but specially
so as regards those who stand in the capa-
city of ministers of the Lord. Such must
walk inthe obedience if they would beused
in the ministry. How could Elijah have
said, as he afterwards did upon Mount
Carmel, « If the Lord be God, follow Him,”
if his own private path hath exhibited a
wilful and rebellious spirit # Impossible,

The path of the servants must be the
path of obedience, otherwise he ceases to
be a servant. The word servant is an in-
seperable link with obedience, as is work
with workman. ¢"A servant,” as another
bas observed, * must move when the bell
rings,” Would that we wereall more alive
to the sound of our Master's bell, and more
ready to run in the direction in which jt
summons us!

« Speak, Lord, for thy servant hearetR.
Hereis our ﬁro};:er language. Whether
the word of the Lord summons us from
our retirement into the midst of our breth-
ren, or from thence into retirement i
may our language ever be, ‘“speak Lord,
for thy servant heareth.” The word of the
Lord, and the attentive” ear of a servant,



