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'T wvould be easy to decide upon the method of procedure in treating,
diseased conditions of the upper abdominal cavity were the diagnosis

clear. Unfortunately the diagnosis often is extremely difficuit and
dloubtful. If the difflculty in diagnosis leads to delay in the einploy-
mtent of proper methods of relief, and this delay resuits in complications
wbielh render the delayed miethods more dangerous atid less effective,
there are certainly urg,,,ent reasow; for us to seek early methods of
diagnosis and treatment.

I think I shall best show iry appreciation of thie courteous invita-
tion of your President to speakz to you to-day by condensing what I
lhave to say into a few wvords. I shail not., thierefore, enter upon an
exhaustive dliscusion of mx' flhere, b)ut shall confine wlhat T have to say
to a short, statemen-it of conclusions based upon niy own clinical experi-
ence. Iu doing this I shiaH eite a few cases selected fromi 1xnany, 'illlply
as illustrations. Tfhe dililculties of diîIgnosi-s pertaili chiefiy, iii thie first
place~, to uncertainty as to the presence or absence of malignant dli.s;ase,
whiether of stoniachi, gail bladder or liver: second, to uncertainty as to
the presence or absene of gali stc'ues or inilau-matory conditioni of tlie
biliary trac t; and thir(l, to the. association of inth.uiiwatorýy adlwesioîîs
w'hich nay resuit froin certain of the forP£,ýing diseased conditions. I
'dIi.tl flot consider acute inflamnmaions of thie pancreas nor cysts of that'
viscns or of thie lcesser omental bisa, interesting as thevse inay be. I
shall onit al,o a consideration of diseased conditionis of the stxnachi
associated xvitl gasterectasis, xvhether resul ting froum carcimoma, non-
inaligniant stricture of the pýylorus or other causes w'hatsoever. If these
cases are ma1ignant, diagnosis is usually too lo.te to inake operation of
benletit, and if noi-nmaligaant I ain of the positive opinion thlatsuch cases
shold be referred to oïir medical confréres. who now accomplislh so
mnuch by lavage, proper diinedication, resi and rec'reation. It is time
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