
32. .OWEN: AN. ADDRESS ON TUBERCULOUS

From your cradle you have been taught that the sun never
sets on the Empire of our dear Sovereign Lady, but I am'
-afraid that when some of you have come over to us in a bad
season you have wondered if there are not parts on which it
never rises. Well, do you find that tuberculous lesions are
exactly the same clinically in the two hemispheres ? Every
country has a climate, just as it is said to have a form of
government, which is equal to its deserts; ours is a damp
clinate which exactly suits the soil and the race ; but it is a
bad one for the unhappy individual in whose blood the
bacilli of tuberculosis are lurking, as well as for those who
by heredity or surroundings have acquired that condition of
tissue which renders it vulnerable by the mean bacilli of
tuberculosis, and adapts it for their cultivation.

Sometimes when I have been going round my wards I
have asked a visitor to note how large a proportion of the
cases are tuberculous. Is it thus also in your surgical work ?
Do chronic tuberculous affections of the hip-joint, knee, spine,
lymphatic glands, shoulder, elbow, foot and hand, represent
a very large proportion, of lesions which corne under treat-
ment by the general surgeon? Have you, in proportion, just
about as much tuberculous disease in Canada as we have at
home; and does it take the same course?

Much of my clinical work has lain amongst senior stu-
dents; I corne in contact with them just as they have left
the laboratories and are proceeding to put wbat they imagine
to be the "finishing touches" upon their professional educa-
tion. They have spent many delightful hours in a pathologi-
cal laboratory and in a white cotton smock; they have culti-
vated and even tamed bacilli; they have seen how potent,
they may be for evil, and they are firmly of opinion that if
once such germs gain access to a suitable spot in a suitable
individual, nothing short of the most vigorous surgical mea-
sures can suffice for the eradication of the disease and for the
émancipation of the host.' This is the students' bacteriologi-
cal faith, and except they act up to it their patients cannot
be saved. Many young practitioners also hold that faith.
Where do they learn it? Not in clinical surgery. The
public als.oha've begun to believe it; but the public wilt be-


