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men, as necessarily fatal. In the N.Y.
Journ. Med. is reported a case of wound
of the heart-the patient living ten days
-external wound near the sternal end
ofthe fourth rib. On the 9th- day, the
patient " fell on the floor of the ward,
while crossing it." The pericardium was
found perforated within the inediastinal
space. The heart itself was perforated
half an inch to the right of the septum;
peforation passing entirely through the
right ventricle, through the septum, into
the left ventricle. The orifices vere
lined with coagulated lymph. The learn-
ed editor of the An. Jour. of Med. Sci-
ence, in commenting in this case, which
he re-publishes, says : l Wounds of the
heart, when penetrating its cavities, are
always fatal,though the patient oftenlives
for a considerable period after the acci-
dent." He then alluded to large collec-
tion ofcases.to establish this negative pro-
position-that penetrating wound of the
heart cannot be cured. Had the case
just alluded to been well managed, it
might possibly have been cured ; in
which case, our profession never would
have known it. But " he fell on the
ficor of the ward, while crossing it,11" on
the ninth day, died on the tenth, and the
knife revealed the surprising fact, that
both ventricles of the heart had been

penetratec.
In the Journal of Medical Science, for

July,,1850, there is an interesting case
of wounds of the left ventricle of the
heart, which survived ,five days; re-
ported by Dr. Frugien of Portsmouth,
Va. A young negro man was found ]y-
ing on the floor, in a state of the most
profound collapse. "A wound was dis-
covered, equi-distinet from the nipple
and the left edge of .the sternum, and
just over the left costo-sternal cartilage
of the fourth rib. There was no hemorr-
hage from the wound." " The Doc-
tor's first impression.was that the heart
had been wounded, and that the case
would terminate fatally. 61 The arrest
of tho probe by the cartilage," he .says,
"a'd its deflection to the right, caused

e'to come to an opposite ,conclusion-"
The collapse was tbertattributed to the
presence of crude, indigestible food
in the stomach. -The wound was receiv-
ed on Monday night, and the patient
contirxued to improve tili Saturday,
when, in disobedience of orders, " he
went out, and used otier improper exer-
tions." At 8 o'clockl ho died. He had

been setting up a few minutes previous-
ly, and conversing cheerfully, when lie
sunk down from his chair and expired.
Autopsy shoved a wound passing
through the walls of the right ventricle,
without penetrating its cavity, thence
through the septum into the cavity of
the leit ventricle. Through the open-
ing thus made, the blood had escaped
into-the pericardium, until it put a stop
to the movements of the heart. The
wound through ihe pericardium hiad
completely cicatrized, as well also as
that of the heart for two thirds of its ex-
tent. Ilad this patient been confined
on, his back, and restricted to water
gruel for twenty days he possibly might
have lived.

It is the recorded opinion of Dorsey,
Dupuytren, and others, that wounds of
the Ieart are not necessarily fatal. But
Taylor, in his medical Jurisprudence,
says, " until some clear instances of re-
covery from penetrating vounds of the'
cavities are reported, the majority of
practitioners will continue to look upon
theni as necessarily, although not imne-
diately fatal." As one instance of such
recovery, I offer, with some diffidence,
the above case. It maynotbe iniproper
to state, that the youth who suffered
was, at the time, a member of my own
household. I was by his side constant-
ly, night and day, for two weeks. The
facts were noted down as they occurred
with all the exactness of which I was
capable. The case is deeply interesting,
in many points ofview, especially so in
a practical one: showing, what the two
cases alluded to unfortunately showed
before, that, ia wounds of the heart, the
horizontal position: should be strictly
maintained, and the utmost -quiet and
relaxation enjoined, for at least two or
three weeks after the infliction of such
injuries.-Southern Medical and Sui-
gical Journal.

MIDWIFERY.

Cephalic Version.-Nine hours afier
thé Rupture of the Menbranes., By
B. F. RicHA iDSON, M.D., Cincinnati.-
I was called to see Mrs. S. at 8 o'clock
A.M., July 9th, 1850, aged about 25
years, medium height, robust and com-
pactly built. Upon enquiry of the mid-
wife, (who had been, i attendance from
early in the night previous,)I ascer-


