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of the higher nervous cenires. I in cergaln cases the chlldrcn ae

found specially liable to be drunkards, or, as would seem ot inre.

quently to be the cuse, are ailected by amounts of alcohol which ap .
without ellect upon those of sound parentage and constitution, thi

I would point oat, is not dxect proof of a direct aleoholic mhentance -
ol inheritance of a craving for strong drink—it is explicable as an,
indirect result of parental alcoholism—as due to deterioration of the -
germ cell—io imperfeet development of the higher nervous system— -
as a result of mental instability, in consequence of which the offspring
has inadequate scif-conirol, succumbs to alcoholism just as he'is liahle

to succumb to other vicious habits, and from the unstable condition

of his nerve cells those are more casily thrown out of gear by alcohol

as by other {oxic substances. For the time being, that is, in the

absence of positive proof, I am willing to concede the non-inheritance

of specific alcoholic iendencies.

Continuing this train of ithought, we recognise ihat, while tube-
culosis and syphilis as such are not inherited, even where not co-
genitally acquired by the offspring, the parental discase may have
definite effects upon that offspring. If the study of bacteriology hs
accomphehed nothing else, it has shown us this, that the symploms
of infectious disease are not due to the mere presence of microbes in
the sysiem, but to the action of the toxines or toxic substances deve-
loped by the bacteria in the course of their growth within the organism,
and, that so, infection is but one form of intoxication.

If, thercfore, one or other parent, at the time of conception. and
preceding this, suffers from an infectious disease in active progres
the circulating toxines are liable to influence deleteriously the of-
spring.  Thus, while denying the direct inheritance of infection
discase, we have to recognise what may he termed “indirect inheritance”
where, for example, the father suffers from syphilis and the mother
is free from the disease, the frequent ahortions and miscarriages are
not necessarily an indication that the fectus is directly infected, bub
judging from the absence in many cases of clear indications of syphilitic
lesions, cither in the placenta or the dead footus, death has heen due
io the deleterious effects of the syphilitic virus upon the spermatozoon.

This leads us to another series of considerations. We seem b
see—T put it gnardedly—that the offspring of syphilitic parentage ha
a tendeney to show a serics of disturbances and imperfect develop
ments differing from those oi' the oftspring of tuberculous pnren’m“e.
and we refer to these as “ parasyphilitic” and “ pamtnbnrcular
lesions respectively. The syphilitic progeny is mentally dull and of
delayed development, the teeth tend to be notched, and so on; the



