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Notwithstanding the eloquence of the Arenai
article, sixteen of the niost enlightened physicians of
the Lnited States have taken up the standard of state
qualilications for ail ; New \ork and lennsylvania
are among the numtiber, and now the law is that

in ail cases a foreign physician is required to take
an e\aination before one-- of the state boirds be-

fore he cai be legally licensed." The clause in
thu New \'ork law permitting the endorsement of
licenses from other state examniiînng boards, applies
solely to other states in that country, and is at

presenit inloperative, as no state maintains in ail
respects the requireients fi\ed by the New \'ork
law.

If a doctor from Prince Edward Island were to
nove from here to the State of New \'ork, aIlthough
legally qualified *i this province lor twenty years,
lie otst take an examination before lie can he a
legal practitioner there. New \'ork has the un-
doubted right to take this stand, and we have the
undoubted rigbt to require also that ail Ncw York
and al] other physicians take an examination before
our state boards before they can be. legally
hlcensed, and oui standard in medical education
is igher than that of New York.

no man therefore take up the false cry of
mnonopoly in this matter. Improvement in the

quality of tht article cannot be called class legisla-
tion : and mighlty as the article of the Arena
appears, it hits away and beyond the mark, and
imisconstrues entirelv the great object and alim of

higher indical education.

AllSTARES IN PR.\(CTICE,*

i t is often saic, and I helieve trulv, that we learn
mon01< froi oui' mistakes ihan froni our successes.

l'his being so, 1 should now be fairly well learned.
as 1 an look back upon the past and readily recali
many, too many, of them. .\s experience, ofteni

dearly hought. on the part ofl tie doctor and
patielnt .is our best giide amidst the pitfalls tat
surround us, I think il a profuable task to go over
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Ihe ground of our past experiences and gather up
the lessons taught us by our failures and mistakes.

.\listakes may be divided into two classes, viz.,
avoidable and unavoidable. i wish to.night to
speak of the forner class only, and in doing so il
will Ue necessary for me to use the personal pro-
nouin - 1 " more frequently than 1 otherwise care
to, as I draw aliost exclusively urom niy own
experience.

I helieve that avoidable mistakes are for the
iost part (lue either to carelessness in the exain-

ation of the patient or to our approaching the case
with a pre-conceived opinion as to what is the
matter', and thus we shut oui' eyes to facts which
wo)tld be patent enough if we brought an un-

prejudiced mind to ie case.
During the early years of umy practice, I was

called to attend a young man suffering fron

pneuionia. 1-Ie was very il .mnd at the end of
tile time wlien convalescence usually commences,
the tenperature, instead of becomiing normal, kept
up: the <ougli, instead of disappearing, continued
and w.s dry aind barking: the lung, instead of
clearing, remîained dulI. These s mptonis, with
the plhysical signis that must lihave existed had I
looked for ictie, were surely enougli to makie me
suspect the true nature of ic case ; however, 1
looked upoi it as a case of consolidation of the
lung folion ing pnmnia. An old practitioner
was called froi a iieigliboriiig towin. lin consult-
ation le agreed w\ith me that it was a case of con-
solidated lung and attributcd the cough to an
elongated u- ula n hii lie protiptly ieio\ ed, withl-
out, liow\ever, affording anv relief to the cougli.
I never ven suspected wh1at was Ie ilatter with
this patient till lie uell into Ie iands of anotier

practitioier, who vas fortunatc enough to diagnose
Ilhe ase as onte of C/ll'emlcl. .\n operation was
suggested and r-cadily agreed to by his friends,
with the resuilt that thet patient immiiedliatel\ after

tie olerat'on began o inprovc and soon regaiined
lis former state of health. .\t the time I felt very
iiuchi c'restfalien on account of this error-, but I
have siice tien leared that there is no iore
comiitiion source of error tian Uic ste uble elop-
ment o eipicmia after .an acue illness. 1 have
more than once lad a sort of satisfaction iii fiumd-
ing. that others nake this .same mistake, and I
cannot but tiinîk that two of this society who
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