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READ AT LART MEETING,

ABouriox.
By Dn. McDianyrp.

" Gentlemen—No  apology  perhaps is
necessary for the seleerion’of so cominon-
- place 2 subject for diswussion on this
secasion.  No other perhaps is of more
seneral intervest, as thiv”comes within the
sphere of every general practitioner,

Of the causes of this aceident 1 shall
‘simply enumerate briefly such as ave
necessary to indicato the, if possible.
preventive treatment, Amon« the first
class of causes are death of the fuetus,
diseases of the membranes, patholugical
conditions of the placenta, trawnmtism
and mateinal diseases which havena direct
effect upon the embryo, . To the second
dlass belong such maternal conditions as

primany pmduce active -contraction of

the uterns. A misstep, the jolting of a

carriaze, horsehack exereise, extenetion of .-

a woth severe fright, freitation of nipples
from nursing of a cln]d prarvitus vulvae,
chronie - (‘Onhtlpltl(‘n, laceration of the
cervix, spasmodic muscular setion as in
uncontrollable  vomiting  or coughbing,
choren, eclampsia, (pxlepm and hysbc‘rlwl
convulstons, nieterna) blood conditions
as producc'l by ihe poison of ihe infes
tious diseases, by pnewmonia and by
chronic heart disease, but whether due to
the irritation of the micro-organisms, the
pvoduc(\on of leucomainies or the deficiens

oxygenation of the blood is still uncertain, -

utering  displacements and  adhesions,
fibromyomata of its wall, and overdisten-

folt within the os.

sion. Lastly I would mention septic
infection as a possille cause iulying in
hospitals.  Epidemics have been ubserved
in cows said to be due to 5 micro-orean-
ism resembling the leptothrix buccalis.
The appearance of the substance exypel-
led differs according as the ovuwm is ser-
rounded bythe decidua or simply presents
its shagey chorional coat ; as the emhryu
is extrudud alone or ene lased ia its amui-
on without the decidua and chorion.  As
a rule at least & portion of thy decidaa
vera remains adherent to the uterus.
This greatly thickened membrane, before
it has undergone the atrephy which beains
in the third month of pregnacy, >undenly
cut off from its hlood supply by uterine
contraction, either becomes w desa wass
of flesh, ov else portions of it attracting
increased ‘blood supply, form new "rowths,
giving rise to alarming hemoirrhages. Tt
15 this complication that has raised tl.e
mortality .of - abertion alnost to that of
childbirth, Xiow best t¢ avoid these two
great dangers, bemorrhage and septi-
caemia mnst engage the. arzious thought
of every pract “tioner. Early abortion
may be confounded with irveqular men-
struation. In the Jatter the signs of preg-
nancy are wanting and the blood is said Lo
escape in a stream, nct in elots, and the
us it not patulous. Again an effort to
expel apolypoid tuwor may so reszmble
an abortion that dilatation of the os or
etpu]sron of- the uterine contents will
alons veriiy their nature. In all cases of
doubt the treatment should be adapted to

the diaguosis of abortion. ™

Abortion may be IPU&Fdl’d as inevitable
it pain is considerabls, hemorrhage per-
sists, tiie os dilates and he ovum can be
Effacement of the
angle between the neck and’ body of the
utoru 5 antoriorly has also been mentioned
as indicating contracting of the longitud-
inal uterine fibres and descent of ‘the
ovna . Whethier a part or the whole of -
the uterine coutents has been expelled is
also important to determine. In the for-
mev case the os will be found p?tu}ous
and the finger will detect portions of
decidua, pl'xcenta or foetal membranes ; in
the latter the os is retracted. the uterus
firmly contracted and digital examination



