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strongly of the volatile fatty acid of cod-liver oil; and, moreover, that the
solid constituents of the blood were observed to be of a very large anount.

Sofir so good-both theory and practice agree , but it appears to mte that
no cure can be expected froma such a class of agents. They. no doubt,
preserve the body fromu being so rapidly burnt up, but this is ail ive eau
possibly expect thein to do. We do not get at the root of the evil, Ur at
what is the primary cause of the tubercular deposit. Now, if the tubercle
be proteii, with a deficiency of carbon, there appears to be seme reason
for supposing, that in this peculiar thathess the elemients of organsm do
not adhere together with that degree of tenacity which cousttcutes normal
health. Liebig says there is nothing to prevent us front considering the
vital force as a peculiar property, vhich is posscssed of certain natural
bodits, and that this force is contmnually heing opposed te the organisin by a
chemical force; and by the action of this chenlîeai force, a separation of
part of the body, l the forn of lifeless compounds, begns; and if, fron any
cause wlatever, the resistance of the uital force dinunishes iu a living part,
the change of matter inereases in un etual degree. li the, vegetable
kiugdom, the resistance of the vital force is sonetimes shovn Ntry power-
fully, w-lien we perceive eaves charged wvith turpentine Or tannie acid resist-
ing the afiinity of oXN gen for these écompounds. On the other band, when
this force is lessenet in the organism. we need iot he bupprised at great
abnormial changes necessa-rily occurring. Agian, the saine author observes
that the absorption if oxygen occurb nily whîen the vital force of living parts
is weaker than the cheinîcal action, andi that animal life mnay be viewetl as
determined by the mnutual action of opposed forces, that the increase of
the body is etreetetd by the vital force. and the waste of the body by the
chemical action of Oxygen anid that the ecndition of the body wthici is
calledl lealth, resulîts froi an eqtumlibriumî among aill causes ut vast and
ofsupply. Now, I think we have evidence that, in this pecular condition,
the carbon of the body is too easiily acted upon Iby the atnospherc oxygen,
and thcrefo:-e, that the balancing operattiun which takes place in the trans-
formation of protein into caibonie acid. trea, water, t , whîich cons,itutes
health, is se far o-erturned, thar a larger quantit: of carbun i> removed in
proportion te the aiount Of mutrogen and hydrogen, wlich, in the healthy
ections, are carried awav by the kidneys, liter, shin, &c; lence these

htter elements, not being taken away by their proper emunctores, combine
la certain definite proportions, ant constitute the deposit knownt by the
terni tubercle.

lu seeking, therefore, to discover a remedy for this disease, our object
onght te b te ascertain whether there are any agents dictetie or miedical
;hich could prevent thtis tee quick transformation, ln ttakinîg tihis inquiry,

i must first observe, there catn be no question that the victins of this
dLses are chiefly taken froin amuougst that clas of inis;iduails whose
gentral tone of systen is lowered, as occumant auong the palimpieredi .and over-
protectei children of fortune, or in those htinig m confited and unhcalthy
ttmospheres, &c. &c. A renarkable fart e ts trange ts it nay appear,
that in consnmptive fantilies the mno.t doî-lpatd and it i egular w ihcir babits,
lad those who have habitually exposed themiselves tu mlany "t the causes
5Able to engender this diathtesis, have yet frequently enjoyed longevity;
vtieas, in the sane fanlies, the most virtuotu-, and tiose who have
Prled their lives with the greatest care and prudence, have faiien early
mZtins. lience, it is an interestmng natter to ascertam how far alcoholîc
diks in this disease preserve those constiutionally prefshjposed froim these
€reful results. I think it is agreed that alceolt. lke ail Other highly car-

nized substances, does supply a certain amotint ot pabuluu of the blood.
tw, does it act in any other way ? Does it at al prevent that dii-position

xi»Idation on the part of the orglimuam of which we hat espoken, and thus
tYasking the proten compounds less ready te comiiibine wvith ox gen. render
ibtm less ready to bu broken up 7 That it ias this prnperty out of the ooiy
.ery evident, anud may t îlot have an equal power whien tuken miternally ?
Litre can be lttle doubt the alcohol is taken up and cireulated in the system,
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