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THE PRINTER’S MISCELLANY,

assistant reporter and sub-editor on the staff of
the Mercury,

Business seems to continue steady, and the
town has not been visited lately by casuals in
search of work.

There is some talk of the Afercury donning a,

new dress, and it is confidently expected this
step will be the means of greatly augmenting
its already large subscription list, as it claims
to be the best country paper west of Toronto.
ParavL L.

——— P

Reading Rooms.

To the Editor of the Miscellany :

Sir,—Please allow me space fora few remarks
on the above subject. Reading rooms are very
useful in a certain way, but they aflord an op-
porturity for some well-to-do people to read the
newspapers without paying for.them. I know
a certain gentleman, quite wealthy, who, when
acked to subscribe for a local paper, replied
that he had the reading of it in the Y. M. C. A,
Room. Theyalso tend to lessen the circulation
of papers, and then some associations and clubs
have the avdacity to ask to have the newspapers
mailed free, asit is a “benevolent” institution,
and a free gift of a paper is only a small dona-
tion. It is very tme that they afford a good
chance for poor people to keep up with the
times, as far as literature is concerned ; but it is
a pity that they satisfy the miserly notions of
those who should pay for and support their own
paper. R PRINTER.

————————
The Necessity for a Relief Socisty.

St. Joun, N, B., Feb. 13, 1878.
70 the Editor of the Miscellany :

Sir,—Comnion sense, one would suppose,
should teach men that self-preservation ought to
"be the first law to govern their actions; but that
there are some who do not realize this fact
has been fully exemplified by the printers of St.
John,

Some time since I called the attention of the
craft to the necessity of establishing a Printers’
Relief Society in this city, and endeavored to
point out what I thought might be the benefits
that would accrue from such an institution, and
suggested some ideas relative to its manage-
ment,

Had such a society been in good working
order prior to the 20th June last, would not
many of the craft have reaped more or Jess benefit
from it, and to some extent, at least, be placed

beyond immediate want and the necessity of
accepting aid from other sources, or asking help
from their brother typos abroad. The latter;
however, proved a failure, and, in my humble
opinion, had better been left undone,

Is there no way of organizing such a society?
I mean a society that will admit of no mo-
nopoly on the part of any one, and will not per-
mit anything of a sensational character to enter
within its limits, or organize *strikes,” and
such like things, but will have one great end
always in view —the welfare, comfort, and so-
ciability of the craft.

Knowing, sir, that you possess a strong desire
to better the condition of our workmen at large,
and finding that my former suggestions have
met with no response, can you not, and will
you not agitate this matter, and suggest some
good scheme for the formation of such a socicty,

A SUBSCRIBER,
l]_’An article in reference to the above is crowd-
ed out of this number.—Ep, P. M.]

—r————
A Voice from Halifax, N. S.

Havrax, N. S., Feb. 12, 1878,

There ave at present some fifteen or twenty
printers out of employment in this city, and
there is not the slightest prospect of better times,
Never, since I have been at the bixsiness,‘-(twcl\'e
years) have T known of such depression.

I think that one quarter of this slackness is
caused by the cheap way the daily papers are
¢seteup.” For instance: the Chronicle has
eight compositors (four for the evening paper,
and the same number for the moming paper)
and sczen boys! They (the Chronicle hands)
barely support two ““subs,” while the Herald,
with only five * regulars,” help to support five
¢¢subs.”

The Nova Scotia Printing Company, who
have neariy all the Government work, employ
six men and nine boys; and so on in every
office in the city, with the exception of the R«
porter and the Recorder, each of which emplojs
five men and two boys.

You will see by these few remarks thatthe
poor “comps” over here have exceedingly

hungry times. Haro Ur,
———
A Serious Matter.

* St. Jonn, N. B., Jan. 28, 1878,

My attention has been called to a very serious
natter in connection with the ‘“art preserva-(}
tive” (I make the quotation with all due em-|j
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