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assistant reporter and sub-cditor on the staff of
the i$îercury.

Business seenis to, continue stcady, and the
town lias not been visited lately by casuals in
search of wvork.

There is sonie talk, of the ilfercury donning a.
new dress, and it is confidcntly cexpected this
step will be the nicans of grcatly augmenting
its already large subseription list, as it dlaimis

to bc the best country paper we'st of Toronto.
PARAL L.

BeaSIig ]Roonis.

To the E ditor of the îsce1any,:
S iu,-Plcase allow ni2 space for a feiv remarks

on the above subject. Reading roonis are very
useful ini a certain way, but they afrlord an op-
porturity for some %vell.to-do people to rend thc
newvspapers Nithout paying for. tiieni. 1 know
a certain gentleman, quite wvealthy, wvho, %vlien
as1ked ta subscrîbe for a local paper, replied
that he hacl the reading of it in the V. M. C. A.
Rooni. They also tend to lessen the circulation
of papers, and then some associations and clubs
have the nAn~dcity to ask, to have the newspapers
anailedl frez, as it is a Ilbenevolent 'linstitution,
and a free gift of a paper is only a sniall dona-
tion. It is very truc th.at they afford a good
chance for poor people ta keep up with the
times, as far as literature is concerned ; but it is

a pity that they satisfy the niiserly notions of
those wha sliould pay for and support their own
paper. % p Pi-Nri.:R.

The NécesBfty for a Relief Society.

ST. JOHN, N. B., Feb). 15, 1878.
To the Editor of thA fiscella:ny:

SiR,-Comînon sense, one -%vould suppose,
shauld teach nien that seif-preservation ought to
be the first. law to govern their actions; but that
there are sane -who do flot realize this fact
lias been fully exenipl1ifîed by the printers of St.
John.

Sanie tume since I called the attention of the
craft to the necessity of establishing a Pi-inters'
Relief Society in this city, and endeavored ta
point out -what 1 thought miýht be the benefits
that would accrue frani sucli an institution, anid
suggested some ideas relative ta its manage.
ment.

Had such a society been in good vor1dng
order pirior to the 2oth June last, ýwould nol
many of the, craft have reaped more orlcss benefii
from it, anid to some emtent, at least, be placed

beyond ininediate want and the aiecessity of
accepting aid froni other sources, or aslcing help
fran-i their brother typas abroad. The latter,;
hovever, proved a faîlure, and, in any humble
opinion, had better been left undone.

Is there no ivay of organizing such a society?
I nican a saciety that will admiit af no nia.
napoly on the part of any one, and will not per-
mit anything of a sensational, character ta, enter
within its limits, or organize "11strikes,"1 and
sucli like tlîings, but will have one great end
always in view -the welfare, conifort, aind sa.
ciability of the craft.

Knowîng, sir, that you possess a strong dcesire
to better the condition of aur %vorknien at large,
and finding that niy former suggestions have
met %vith. no response, can you not, and ivill
you not agitate this niatter, and suggest sanie
(Yood sehenie for the formation of sucli a socitty.

A SUJISCRIBER.
[An article in reference to the above is crowd.

cd out of this nuniber.-ED. P. M]

A Volce froni Mal'ix N. S.

HALirLX, N. S., Feb. 12, 1878-
There are at present sanie llfteen or twventy

printers ont of eniploy.ncnt in this city, and
there is not the sliglitcst prospect af better-ines.
Neyer, sincc I have been at the biasinesý,>%elve
years) have 1 known of sucli depresseon.

I think, that one quarter of this slackness is
caused by the cheap way the daily papers are
"Iset.up." For instance: the Chronicle lias
eight canipositors (four for the evening paper,
and the stne nuniber foSr the momning paperi
and seven boys! They (the Chronke hands)
harely support twa Ilsubs," while the Ikerald,
wvith only five Ilregulars,-" help ta support ire
"subs."

The Nova Scotia Printing Conipaniy, wboi
have ncary aIl tîxe Governient wvork, eniploy
six mien and nine boys ; and so on in eveiy
office in the city, w-ith the exception of the Rt-
)Poté1r and the Rcrorder, each ai which ernploys
five nien and two boys.

You will see by these fcwv remarks that the
poor "icamps" over here have exceedinil
hungry tumes. BARD Ur.

A Serloua Maetter.

ST. JOHN, N. B., Jan-. 28, 1878.
My attention has been called ta a very serions

niatter i connection with the "4art preserva.
tive" (I make the quotation with all due em-
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