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but can. be derived from it oniy by the nid of the priiicipie of contra-
diction. Not the ultirnate foundation ; l'or what is the Dictumi, but
a particular case of a more èomprelhensive, and (in this s3ense) more,
fundamnîa1, Iaw ? Aristotie saw tlîis, and bans expressed it as cieariy
as any inan thiat ever iived. «'It is manit'est," lie says, "c that no one
can conceive to hiiinseif that the saine thinig eau at once ho and not
be, for thus hoe would hioid repugnant opinions, and subvert the
reality of truth. «Wherofore, ail who attempt to demonstrate, reduce
everything to this as the ultiinate doctrine ; for this i8 by nature
the principle of ail r.tlir axionis."

.Prof essor Boole's acceptance of the Leibnitzian maxim (though it
was nîuch older than Leibnitz) that the truc foundation of the sci-
ence of logic is the principie of contradiction, lias the appearance of
being at variance Nçithi some extraordinary statements which. he else-
where inakes, to the effect that the principie of contradiction is a
consequence of the iaw of duality. *We niay remind our readors
that the iawv of duality [sec (4) and (7)] is substantiaily the prin-
ciple out of wlîich ail the details of Protèessor Booic's own doctrine
are evolved. Now, under the influence of what wvas, perhaps, not;
au unnaturai desire to vin(licate for bis system a peculiar deptlh of
foundation, 1'rofessor Boole bas been betrayed inito observations by
w1i~ieh bis fame as a philosophie thinker must be seriously affected.
I'or instance: ",that axiom of metaphvsicians which is tcriiid tue
pritiéiple of contradiution, and whielh afflrms that it is imnpossible tor
any being to possoss a quality and at the samo titue not to posseýi it,
is a consequence of the funidamoiinta. iaw of thouglit, whose expres-
sion is x2 -x." And again : «"the above intorpretation lias beeti
iutroduced, flot ou account of its immediate value in the present,
systi, but as an illustration of a significant fact in the philosophy
if the initeliectual powers, viz., that what bas conîmonly been re-
garded as the funidamnental axioni of metaphysies is but the couse-
quonce of a iaw of thoùught> mathiematical in its foriin." lu, titus
spoakin- of the principie of contradiction as a consoquence of the
law of' duaiity, Profèssor Boole soonis to take away the fundamntal
character of' the pria cipie of contradiction ; for, if that principle ho,
in the !)ropor senso of the term, a consequence of somothing cisc, it
caunot be itself truly fudamental. Yet, as wve have seen, Professor
Boole adiniits that it is tAie roal and doepest foundation of the science
of logic. \Vhat, thon, doos ho meauP On the one biaud, bue cor-


