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of formnation out of tlic Minute calcateoils Blheils of soine of the mioat
siniply organised families of the animal kingdoni, wvas a fact already
establishied, in flitl accordanco wvit1 ail tho plienoinenla of geological
history alreadly revealed to us. The main subject disclosedl in thoser
w-ouderhul lithological chronieles of the preifflainite worid whiehi pal-
oeontology, reveals, is the history of the lieds of' foriner sens. Blut in
addition to this wve xîow learn of orgaulie liSe abundantly present under
conditions hitherto, deenxcd incompatible witlu any forms of' vitality;
and of' contexnporaneous zones of life iininsely cxtending its assigned
range. Science lins long since r.:veilledl to us the fact that WC ontx-
selves iive-and, require such a condition lis mn elemient essential to,
life,-iui the dcpthis of' a great atrnosI)heric mcan, whichi subjeets us
te a pressure eof fourteen pouds cin Lli squaire mli, or te a menu
%veîghit of' 21,240 ponnds. But fromi timose latest disclosures of' sub-
marine life it is proved that in deep) zones of the ocean, upwards of'
two miles from its surface, -%Yhere tUP, feeblest refraction of sunlight
eau scareely lie stipposed to shed a gliminpring ray, and the pressure
miust amnount te more than a ton andl a liait' on the square inch, not;
offly the minute Forarninifera, but highi1y orgallized species of' radiata,
revel iu the cnjoynent of life, and sport thieir strange formas and
brilliant colours, in ocean's dark unfathonmed caves. To the Iainented
Edwnrcl Forbes %ye oNve sorne adequate appreciatien of the comprelien-
sive truths whichi the intelligent use of the drcdge places -%vitliin reach
of the nnturalist, and we mnay now regard those resuits of deep ocean
soundings, carried on ander such peculiar disadvantagcs, as a more
glinipse and fortaste of the disciosures whicli await us relative te a.
new sulimarine fauna. Thiere strange and beautiful forms reveat.
girpses te uis of the infinite, Variety of eliaracters lu wvhieh GodI ia
still ivriting the reveiatious of his ereative power to shame the pe.tty
cavils of the sceptie, and invite our study of new zones of life at depths
to,%vihieh liglit itself eau scarcely penetrate, but frem Nvhàie1i scienct
thus recovers vital truths, caicuiated te illurninate maniy pscurit-les in
tInt great g,,eological pnst, built up ont of' the wrecks of stili eider life
aul ornhaiii2ationi. Whilst se, iany tire watching with eager, thcugh
bated hope, tIe prospect of practicai results to, the political and com-
miercial w'orld fromi this new Atantic Telegrapli expedition, less tanta-
iizing and eçanescen-t than those wvhich vweye celebratel 'with sucli
joyens p.-eans, wvheuî the Ilbridai ciaspl.' and the magnetie <Iveddine
rinz -' were believèdl te have piighted perpetual troth between Britain.
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