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sufficient elements of comparison traceable between 1Iem, to render
it most probable that the mode of treatment and even some of the
details were suggested by the contemporary pictured IlMoralities,"
failiiar alike to the poet and his readers. Il Mate,"I Pielony,"
111Viliany," IlCovetice," IlAvarice," IlEnvy" and IlSorrow" are al
successively described, after Nvhich cornes "IlEde," the saine that is
introduced in Pier's' Plowman as the Standard-bearer of Death.
After the description of Elde',s portraiture, the following beautiful
passage on the fleeting nature of turne occurs:

ilThe trne that passelli viglit and day,
.And restiesso travayleth aye,
And stealetli frorn us 80 privily,
Thiat to us seemetb sikerly
That it in one point dwelleth ever,
And certes it ne resteth neyer,
But goeth s0 fast and passeth aye,
That there n'is nian that thinké niay
What Urne that now present is,
Asketh at these elerkis this,
For men think it readily
Tliree times becs pa8sed by
The tirne that may net sojours
But goeth and inay neyer returi,
As -xater that down runneth aye
But never drop return6 niay.
There niay nothing as time endure,
Metal, uer earthly creature,
For ail thing it fret and shall,
The time eke that changeth ail;
.A.d, aU doth wax, and fostered be,
And ail things destroyeth lie.

The tirne that eldeth our ancestors
Aud eldeth Rings and Emperors,
And that us ail shall'overcornten
Ere that death us shall bavé noinen;
The time that bath all in ~ed
To elden folk, had made ber elde
So inly, that te my witing
She miglit help herseif nothiug,
But tumned ayen unto ehildhede;
Ne wit ne pithe in lier bold
More thun a childof two yeai' olà."

219


