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CONCERNING CQAL PRICES,

' Time was, and not so long ago, when people could
not understand why eoal cost 8o mueh more at the
pit mouth in Nova Secotia than it did in the United
States. It was no use t8 tell them tha seams here
were steeper, haulage heavier, pit Wwater more
troublesome, and pit roofs more tende , requiving
more timber. They could not be copfineed. The
tables have now turned, and the Notva Scotia coal
producers are asking the foriner complainants to ex-
plain why and how coal has risen very much more
proportionately in the United States than here,
Three years ago, or even less, the price of coal at ¢the
mines in, say, Pennsylvania—the largest producer—
was not wore than-a dollar and twenty cents a ton,
It is now four dollars and twenty-five cents a ton, or
an increase of a little over three hundred and [ifty
per cent.  Whereas the increase up to date, in Nova
Scotia, has been only cighty per eent. Lucky Nova
Scotia. The price of bunker coal at Newport News
was, last week, $6.25 per ton. A Nova Secotia com-
pany sought to obtain six or more thousand tony of
Ametican coal for a particular consumer. “\No guar-
antee could be given of delivery at any set thme. The
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coal famine, it is thus seen, is.not eonﬁm-,lh Nova
{
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Scotia. It is said there are six thou I men in
Nova Seotia still eligible for That
means presumably that there a® that number
whose services in the work they are engaged
in can be dispensed with, An inereased production
of coal seems to be an absolute necessity if the al-
léged famine is to be alleviated. Why not call up
the six thousand spare men, and allot half for milit-
ary serviee and the other half for service at the voal
mines.

listinent,

COAL COMPANIES IN CANADA.

There are twenty coal companies in Nova Scotia
and the total of the collieries, in operation, Is double
that number, divided among fourteen companies on-
ly, as at least seven of the companies a naking no
shipments at the present time, According to a list
of coal mine operators issued by the Mines Branch,
Ottawa, one of these is in Pietou, one in Cape Breton,
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Scotia, ll}l( thouph the companies were more numer-
ous the humber of coliieries were fewer, Twnety-
eight years ago a colliery was considered a big pro-
ducer if it yielded a hundred and fifty thousand tons
a year. Today the colliery producing less than that
quantity is held in small repute. The two biggest
producers in 1878 were the Albion Mine, with 139,-
000 tons, and Sydney Mines with 135,000 tons. There
is today in Nova Seotia a colliery that ean prodnee
in u year, under normal conditions, more than the
‘whole twenty-four companies with their ecollicries
produced in 1878, This is the day of big companies
and big collieries, though we have here and there a
colliery which serves as a reminder of the past.

In New Brunswick there are thirteen compunies
and eight collieries only. Only four of the com-
panies made returns for last year. Of these two may

placed in the progressive list.

If one has a hankering after numbers, quantity,
then he ean have his craving satisfied by counting

e operators and collieries in Saskatchewan and Al-

rta.  There are seventy-three coal companies or
lessees in the former, and no fewer than three hun-
dred and fifty in the latter. There were no feturns
from half of the total of companies in Saskatchewan.
Alberta’s returns are something remarkable, as no
fewer than two hundred of the operators made re-
turns. If Alberta had the market she would, in the
mater of coal production, show her heels fo all the
otlw&unl producing provinees in the' Dominion. Of
cours® that is as regards quantity, When it comes
to quality the story may be difterent.

British Columbia has some twenty coal companies,
Of that number seven ouly sent in returns, The out-
put from these was ereditable. There are two coal
companies operating in the Yukon. Norefernce is
made Yo other provinees than these aboye referred
to, wlfich leads to the conclusion that at least half
the pyovinees have no coal within their borders,

Semimisgtembe
ASSISTANCE TO SHIPBUILDING.

The president of the N. 8, 8. and Coal. Co. made
reference lately to the counfies that had given en-
cquragement to shipbuilding. We did not notice
any specific ®ference to France. The first regular
lihe of transatlantic steamers sailing from that
country—Cherbourg we think was the port—waus
inaugurated under government auspices and ussist-
ance. The fleet consisted of seven steamers, three
of whiech were built by Seott & Co., Greenock, the
remainder—four—were built in France under the
supervision of the Seotts and by Scottish artisans
in part. Those aggisans were to initiate the French
into the art of sfipbuilding, Canada is to be asked
to help put shipbuilding on a solid footing. To the
Financial Post, when asked for his views on the
advisability of government assistance to the ship-
building industry, Colonel Cantley said: A com-
mittee composed of representatives of shipbuilding
interests and the past presidogts of the Maunufactur-

ers Association has been at k for some tinie on
a proFl that assistance be rendered to the whip-

one in Richmond and four il:‘(‘lllllb.!'ﬂ The com- pyjjqj & industry, and this has been luid before the
pany "'l"h‘fl inactive in lle'?“ Is-Tow pro«lpcnq¢ dominion government. Great benefits have acerued
coal, and still the number of inactive 8 to the dominion as a whole through the establish-

seven, as in the *‘list’’ né mention is made of the Port
Hood Coal Co.,, which, so far as we know, has not re-
linquished its leases. There was a time, say, in the
late seventies of last century, when there we 0
fewer than twenty-seven eonl companies in [Nova

ment of.government assistance to the steel industry
by way of bounties, ete., in the last fifteen years.
It was the fact that there was a government made
steel industry that made the present munitions in-
dustry possible, to say nothing of the great inlus-




