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achool purposs cesirad by the inhabitants
of achool soctions through their trustees,
The inhabitants of each school section
docide as to the manner in which thoy
will support their school according to the
estimates and engagements made by the
trustees, whaother by voluntary subscripe
tion, by 1ate bills on pavents sending
ehildron to the schools, or by rates on the
property of all according to its assessed
~alue, and opening the school to the
ohildren of all without exception. The
tatter medo is likely to supersede both
tho others ; bnt its existence and opera-
tien, in connection with each achvel,
depend upon the annual decision of the
inhabitants of each achool section at a
public meeting called for that’purpuse.

The duties of teachers are prescribed
by law, aud their rights are effuctually
protocted. No teacher is entitled to any
part of the school! fund who does not
cdnduct his school according to law, and
who has not a legal certificate of qualifi-
cations from a county Board of Public
Instruction ; nor is any school section
entitled to receive any aid from the school
fand in which a school is not kept open
aix months during each yeac by a teacher
thus recogrised as to both moral eharacter
and attainments. The law also requires
a public quarterly examination to be held
in each school.

The iaspection of the schools is made
by local superinténdents, who are ap-
pointed annually by the county councils,
and who may be appointed one for each
county, or one for one or more townships,
at the pleasure of each county counsil.
Kach local superintendant is entitled to
" at Jeast one pound (four dollars) per

annum for cach schuol under his charge.
He i3 often allowed more. He is
required to visit each school at least once
a quarter, and to deliver a public lecture
ea education in each schoo! section once
a year, besides apportioning the achool-
moneys 1o the several sections within his
jurisdiction, giving checks, on the orders
of Trustees, to qualified teachers upon
the county treasurer or sub-treasurer,
siding in thes exanination of teachers,
daciding various questions of dispute and
reference, corresponding on school mat-
Aers, and reporting annually to the Chief
Superintendent according to the forms
prepared and furniched by him.

Besides the local superintendents, all
clergymen recognised by law, judges,
members of the Legislature, magistrates,
wembere of the county councils, and
aldermon, are school visitors, to visit all
tha uchools, ss far a3 practicable, within
their respective charges and municipal-
ities.

There is a Board of Public Instruction
in each ecounty, consisting of local
superintendents and the trustees of gram-
mir schools in such eounty. Thess
county boards consist largely of the

" olergy of different religious persuasiens,
ansoalated with some of the moat intelli-

gent lay gontleman in each county; so
that the country has the best guarantae
that its circumstances will admit for the
moral character and intellectual qualifis
cations of teachers. The Teachers are
examined and arranged into three classes,
according to the Programme of examina:
tion prepared wnd prescribed by the
Council of Tnstruction for Uppor Canada.

The Municipal Conncil of each county
is responsible for raising at least an equal
sum for salaries of teachars in the several
townahips within its jurisdiction with that
which is annually apportioned to them out
of the parliamentary appropriation by the
Chief Superintendeat of Schools.* The
The county councils also appoint the local
treasurers of tho school fuad, and the
local superintendents of aahools, and
provide foc their salaries. Spesial prac
vision is also made for the security of the
school fund, against the diversion of any
part of it, and for the prompt paymeut of
it to teachors at the times specified by
law. Both the ceunty and township
ccuncils have authority to raise any sume
they shall think proper for public school
libraries under general ragulations prese
cribed according to law, A parliamene
tary appropriation has been made for the
establishment of scheol libraries, to be
expended on the same conditions with the
appropriation for the support of schools,

The law also provides a system adapt-
ed to the cireumstances of cities, towns,
and incorporated vilages. In each city
and town there is ons board of trustees

. for the management of all schools in such

city or town-——two trustoes elected fur
each ward, and holding office for two
years—one retiting - annually. In each
incorporated village not divided into wards,
there isa board of six trustees eleoted
—two retiring from office and two elgcts
ed, exch year.

At the head of the whole aystem we
have a Counoil of Public Instruction and
a Chief Superintendent of Schools, both
appointed by the Crown. The Couneil
has the entire management of the Provin-
cial Normal »nd Model Schools, recom-
mends the text-books for the schoole and
books for the school libraties, and makes
the regulations fur the organization,
goverament and diseipline of common
achools, the examination and classification
of teachers, and the establishment and
care of school libraries throughout Upper
Canada.

The Chief Soperintendent, who is ez-
officio member of the Council of Publio
Tnstruction, and provides accommodations
for its meetings; apportions the school
fund to the several municipalities througha
out Upper Canada, propares the general
school regulatiens and submits the, as
well as that of text and library books to
the consideration of the Council; propares
the forms of repurts and modes of all
school proceedings under the act, and
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-will make a miserable failure.
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gives instructions for conducting them, as
well as for holding teachers' institutes
decides questions of dispute submitied to
him ; takes the general superiniendence
of the Normal School ; provides facilitios
for procuring text and library books, and
provides and recomn.ends plans of school
houses; prepares annual reports ; corres-
ponds with local school authorities through-
out Unper Canada, and employs all means
in his power for the promotion of educa-
tion and the diffusion of useful knowledge.
He is responsible for his official conduct
and for all moneys that pass through his
Department. y

Such is-an epitome of the system of
public elementary iustruction in Upper
Canada. The foundatien may be consi-
dered aa fairly laid.. and semething has
been done towards rearing the superstrus-
ture. ln 184G, provision was made for
the establishment of a Normal Schoof,and
the sumof £1,500 a year was graoted
towards its support. The school was
opened in the autumn of 1847, and, sinca
then, 618 teackers have been trained, a
Jonger or shorter time, by able mastera,
including practice in teaching in a Model
School established for that purpose.  Last
year, a grant of £1,000 per annum was
made to facilitate the attendance of teach-
ers-in-training at the Normal School, and
£15,000 for the erection of buildings.

A strong and vigorous intellect iv a
thing of slow groawth. This ought to be
a “fixed fact” in every teacher's mind.
Ilie -business is to encourage its growih
by removing obstructivns, and supplying
the most favorable aliment in xight quans
tities,~—and he can do no more. Ife
-oannot grow for it. He cannot jerk his
pupil up the hill of science any more than
kie can jerk the sapling into an oak., There
is no such thing as manufacturing at once
a mature mind, and he wha attewnpts it
Thoss
lofty edifices, whosa immense size atrikes
the beholder with awe and astonishment,
were built brick by brick, ens at a time.
In all such edifices the foundation is the
most massive part, and requires mere.
time and material than any other part.

I have sometimes thought that the firat
year in a primary school has mere to do-
with futare education than many succeed-
ing years. Ifq-there is negligeuce or
misdirection then, it leaves a great work
to be undone. The poor foundativn must
be removed to make room for a better.-—
The tones whicl the child imitates there,
the management of voice whioh it se-
quires, the distinctness ef articulation,
will tell powerfully on the future reader
and orator,. The clearnexs and fullnces
of its first apprehension of numbers aod
of extension and direction, will deter~
ming toa great extent its future profl-
oienoy in arithmetic and geography. In
this stage .of education, let no word be
half spoken . no fact half learned, and
se thought haif ecomprehended. Aim



