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LABORATORY NOTES.

BY H. H. CROFT,
Professor of Chemistry, University College, Toronto.

Phosphomolybdic acid has long been used as a test for alka-loids. Phosphotungstic acid lias also been recommended for thesame Purpose, and recently Scheibler has called attention to twonew acids prepared by him, the formule of which seem somewhatdubtf , but which are excellent tests for alkaloids. The writerhas made a few experiments with a solution prepared very easily, byboiling, for a few minutes, common tungstate of soda with half itsweight of syrupy phosphoric acid. Quinine gives a distinct milki-ness almost immediately in 1o,oooth dilution, and after 24 hoursin iooooth dilution. Morphine gives the reaction plainly enoughin i0,000 dilution, but not in 100,000. Strychnine gives it quiteplainly in 20o,oooth dilution, as stated by Scheibler. This strychinePrecipitate may be used for the chromic acid test, and the morphine


