
Incentive to Beievolenice.

you hope, ere long, to, escape these
ditficulties, but you do îaot sec the
new difficulties which your own
beart ivill iufallibly create, in the
new circumnstauces iii whieli you will
then be ptaced.

2. (7onsider w/îether tiiere will not
always be sperial kindIrances in the
wvay of dut;1-that is, bindrances pe-
culiar to, your present circunmstances.
Will the devil or wickcd nmen be will-
ing that you sbould, in auy circuna-
stances, serve God, witbout throwing
eînbarrassmnents iu your way ? Or
wMil your own heart, by procrastina-
tion, attaîn to suclh a measure of
lioliness as to raise you entirely above
these cmbarrassments, and make themn
to you as things of nought? We
eau, in imagination, picture to our-
selves very agreeable fields of Christ-
ian enterprise, where ahi the difficul-
ties that present thenaselves sbal be
of a romantie, rather than an nplea-
sant nature, the very encouuitering of
whiieh wilI furuisli the mind with an
agrecable excitement. But wbere,
in actital le, did such fields ever pre-
sent thenaselves to you, or to auy
other man? Waiting for themn is
like waiting for a river to run by:

-" at 111e
Labitur et labetur, in omné Volubilis oevtm."
" It llows and ivill flowv foroer."

.1. Consider whether waiting bae
lîitherto availed yozz any tking. Has
not duty at a distance always hooked
attractive, but duty at baud repul-
sive ? Have you not a thousaud
tinies flattered yourself wîth the idea,
that presenthy your circunastances
wouhd be more favourabte for God's
service, and a thousand times been
disappointed ? Be assurcd it will ah-
waysheso. "lThetbingthat bath been
it is tbat which shaîl be; and that
which is doue, is that whichi shall be
donc; atd there is no new thing
under the sun."

4. Consider, Jinally, wliether it is
'lot downrig/a rebeliion against God's
autkorityi, to procrastinate duty on

accotit of preseit difficulties. If this
niay be done by one, it înay bc doue
by ail; and tiien tbere is an end to
God's authority. If the sinuer is to,
judge wbat ainouint of difficulty will
excuse himi froin obeying God, God
înay as well repeal bis law at once,
and leave every man to do what is
rigblt in bis own eyes. The slothful
servant, wvbo laid bis lord's money,
attenipted to offer the plea of diffi-
culty as au excuse for bis negligence ;
but he wvas cast forth, bound baud
and foot, into tbe outer darkness,
wbere there "lis weepiug and gnash-
ing of teeth;"* and( sucla shall bc the
lot of aIl wbo, imitate bis exanaple.-
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INCENTIVE TO flENEVOLENCE,
From Psalm xxxvîi. 25, 26.

Interpreters of Seri pture have found
soine dificulty in reconciliug the 25t1!
verse to mnatters of fact ; for it is ad-
mitted that soine truly plous persons
have been reduced to extreme want,
and that their eildren have been
under tbe necessity of asking alms.
Some commentators have therefore
said, that althougli tbis be a fact, yet
it ivas one which neyer came under
the persoual observation of King
David; others have confined the as-
sertion to the Old Testanien dispen-
sation, the promises of whieh were
chiefly of temporal blessiugs.

But, perhaps, the difflculty arises
fromn disjoinirig the twvo verses, the
2.5th and 126th; and, indeed, in-
numerable mistakes arise from the
detachment of passages whieh are
closely connected iii sense, but un-
happily separated by figures. I
bave been young, and now arn old;
yet I have not seen the righteous for-
saken, nor bis seed bcgging bread:
(26) Hle is ever nierciful and Iendeth;
and bis seed is blessed." ln the pre-
sent case it is only necessary to, in-
quire who is the Ilrighteous man" in-
tended iii the 25thi vcrse? We are


