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ftout denials of the native wvriters, there are no positive evidenccs tliat
these are more than national pecuiliarities, inhieritances fromn the old Semitie
faniily of peoples, as it is well known tlîat sonie of these-suclî as the Sab-
bath observance-was found also amiong non-Jewisli Seinites-c.g., the
Babylonians.

The precise period of the introduction of Christianity into Ab£Iyssinia
bas also exertcd a decisive influence on themn and their history. It iras
the first century after Clîristianity liad become the accepted religion of the
empire,thec age of controversies on tlîcologrical and clîristological subjeets.
It «was not yet the pcriod wlicn a highily developed culture and civilization
went hand in liand with the new faith, %vhien grand churclies and basilicas
vere builto and Nvheu literature, the sciences, and t'ic arts liad adjustcd
themsclves to, the new state of affairs un 'had thrown off alleigiance to, the
Greck ana Romnan ideals and liad becoine inibucd ivitli the neir spirit,
Meore thiat formnative era of controversy was over Abyssinia iiad aIready

severed its connection withî the Greek Clîurcli ana tUie Greek ivorld. of
thong,,ht. The Synod of Chalcedon, in 451, condernncd the inonophysitie
doctrines of tlic Egyptian churches, and witli this act the Christiau
churches of tlîat country and of Abyssinia withidrew froni the Church at

large. About two centuries Inter Mollamrncdanismn conquered, Egypt, ana
thus separated Uic Abyssinian. people c.xternally also, frorn ail thc other
nations with whiom they liad been in any connection, or spiritual union.

Thtese facts cKplain mucl thait is sccmiungly eiuigmatica-l in tUie hiistory
ana cliaracter of the Abyssinian Church. First, the sclf-inxposed and then
tUe enforced isolation of the peoples on account of thiat very thing which
entered most largely into their national dce'elopnîcnt, nainly, thir Te-
%iion, naturally niade thei ail the more zealous in prcscrvingr at lcast the
outward forms of their histc'ic wvorship) and Christianiity. The conserva-
tisin, naturally so, decply ixnplauted lu the Semitic, peoplesq, proved a most
effective assistant ana agent for the process of spiritual petrifaction. Ae-
cordjingly, re have in Uic Abyssinians of to-day virtually a petrificdl Greck
Clîristianity of the fourth and the flfth centuries Thie utw%,ard forni-s,litur-
gies, dogmas, and cerenionies have been inded down froni century to
century uninlluenced by the, developinent, that lbas been going on inillte
civilized world and in the Church elseibere during ail thes long year.
Tie spiritual element inuftie religion of the Ahyssinilan Churchi is gne ; it
la now inore fcrznalisin. The Iiuli ana sUdci of Clîristianity is ccrtainly
tliere; the kernel, the life lias dcpartcd.

Thes facts furnislh us with the data intelligently to judge of the inis.
sion p'i.mana prospects prcsented b)y tiiis unique people and Churcli.
Naturally the former is not an easy one. The work to, c donc is to intro-
duce iuto the forins, of Christianitv obtainiu i l bysr-itiia tUie real spir-

i life of thc Gospel. Protestant mission societies have feit tlds to, bU
the case, and bave labored iu this direction as inucbi as tlîey could, but
aguinst terrible odds. Atgain and again have thry liéeîî driveit froin ftie
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