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BY J. D. DAVIS, D.D., KYOTOe JAPAN.

Among the miracles of this nineteenth Century the Divine leading qnd
th1e life and work of Dr. Nesima shouid be recorded as one.

Mr. Nee-sima was humn of Samurai parents in Tokyo, February 12t11,
1843. He was ten years old whon Comm-odore Perry flrst enterod the
Bay of Yedo. Hie was carly tauglit to read and write Chinese, and later
the sword exercise. Hie was also taught to worship the family gods which
stood upon a sbeif in th1e bouse. From t11e time hoe was about fifteen
yoars old, however, lie refused to worship these idols. Hie coula sce for
himself that they were only " whittled ones," and that they neyer touched
the food and drink which ho offered them.

When hie was fourteen years old lie began the study of the Dutoli
language ana continued it for a year with a native teacher. Whon ho
'was sixteen lie borrowed a geography of the United States, written in
Chinese by Dr. Bridgman of China, and also an abridged Bible history in
the Chinese language. The opening sentence in th1e history was, IlIn th1e
beginning God created the heavens and the earth." In a brief description
of Ibis experience written iu broken English, Mr. Neesima says : "1 put
down the book aud look around me, saying, Who nmade mne, iuy parents ?
No, my God. God make my parents, and let 111cm make me. WVho
mnade my table, a carpeuter?1 No, niy God. God let trees grow upon th1e
esrth ; aithougli a carpenter made up Ibis table, it iudeed camne froni trees ;
then I rnust be thankful 10 God, I must believe Ilim, and I nmust be upriglit
againat Humn."l le at once ecognized his Makzer's dlaim to his love and
obedienco, aud began to yiold te it ; lie prayed, "Oh, if you have oyes,
look upon me ; if yon have ears, listen for me."

Again hoe says "I fouud ont that t11e world we live upon was created
by Ris unseen hand, aud not by a more chance. I discovered in th1e
ame history that Ris other name was the ' loaveuly Pather,' which
crcated in me more reverence toward Hlim, because I thouglit lie was
more to me than a mere Creator of the world. Ail these books lielped me
to bebold a being somewhat dimily yet in my mental oye, who was s0
blindly concealed fmomn me during the first two decades of my life.

"Net being able to sce any foreigu missionaries then, I could not
obtain any explanations on many points, aud 1 wvishedl at once to visit a
land where th1e Gospel ia freely tauglit, and from ivhence toachors of
God's vords were sent out. Hlaviug recognized God as niy lleavenly
Father, I felt I was no longer inseparably bound to niy parents. I dis-
covered for the first time that t11e doctrines of Confucius on LLe f-liai
relation wcre too narmow and fallacious. I said thon, ' I an. no more my
parents', but myv Go's.' A strong ccrrd whichi lad lild me strongly to
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