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the carrying of the Reformed faith to the heathen, In 1605 Van der
Hagen, while en ronte, made a lodgment on the Malabar coast in the vicinity
of Goa, the Portuguese headquarters in India, and then sailed on to Am-
boyna, one of the Moluccas, and captured it. And now followed almost
a century of conquest. Batavia was fovnded in 1619. By 1655 Formosa
had become subject to the States, Malacca by 1640, while in 1851 fell the
last Portuguese stronghold in Ceylon, and in 1664 the entire Malabar coast
had passed into Dutch hands. Also in 1650 & colony had been planted
at the Cape of Good Hope as a sori of halfway house on the road to the
East.

But alas ! wesearch almost in vain for any display of zeal in proclaiming
Christ to-the heathen. The Company was purely political and commercial
in its designs, and its desires were fastened on something other than mis-
sionaries and converts, on spices, to wit, and like treasures, which would bring
large financial returns, Ministers, not a few, were sent out, especially in the
early years, and some of them were-godly men in earnest to do good. The
Gospel was preached to the heathen resident in the vicinity of the colonies
and factories. The Scriptures were translated into Malay, and also into
Cingalese, and printed at the expense of the company. Pagan temples
were closed, and Catholic churches were turned to Protestant uses, while an
end was put to the cclebration of both Buddhist and Romish rites. Axnd,
let what occurred in Ceylen and Java stand for the dominant methods of
Dutch evangelization. It was given ont by the highest civil authority that
no favors whatever could be expected from the Government by any who did
not accept the Helvetic Confession and receive baptism. But then, as an
easy preparation for this sacrament, it was only required that the neophyte
should master the Ten Commandments and the Lord’s Prayer, and under-
take to pray morning and evening, and say grace before and after meals !
And behold, eager crowds pressed into the churches. By the year 1700
there were 300,000 * converts’” in Ceylon, which number had increased
tc 425,000 in 1725. In Java 100,000 received beptism under a similar
impulse and upon the same terms, while the process and the spiritual re-
sults were similar in Formosa, Celebes, the Moluceas, etc. And the ad-
vance was but slight beyond what the Jesuits had done.

But the best outcome was to follow later. The Dutch conquests in the
East made vast populations known to the Protestant world, and eventually
made them accessible to the heralds of a pure faith. Nor in India and the
Spice Islands alone, but in the New World as well.  For the Dutch West
India Company was formed in 1607 ; two years later the Netherlanders made
their advent into New York Bay and upon Manhattan Island ; early in the
same century settlements were planted in Surinam, and in 1621 in Brazil.
At least in the country Jast-named some missionary work was done, for in
1636 an earnest request for eight clergymen was sent home.

In the mean time English sailors also bad learned the watery road to the
far East and, after long trying in vain to discover a northwest passage, they
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