
A JESUIT MISSION IN INDIA. [pi

mionil the doeee haracterizes as " the feF.tiv«-,I of iiaaîraodesty atnd wanton-

A grost entziy wvas raised agrainst the decee. Father Tachard sent to
ail flie aissionaries under his charge a set of inquiries ih1 dotai] r-sking if the
ceromonies thus condexnned 'vere necessary, or could be dispensed vdth.
The answers declarcd it ivas ncossary to continue the nîetbods in use,
And this 'vas affirmed in the following solenin document : " I, John
Venaut DBouchot, priest of the Society of Josus, and Superior of tho Car-
natie Mission, do testify and swear oit rny fait7r as a priest that the observ-
ance of the rites, as set forth in the precedingr answers, is of the greatest
necessiy to these missions, as 'voel for their preservation as for the
conversion of the hoatiiens. Further, it appcars to me that the in-troduiction
of auy other usage contrary to these would ho attended with. evident danger
to the salvation of the souls of the neophytes. Thus I ainswer the Roverend
Fatiier Superiur Genoral, Nvho orders me to send hina my opinion as to
tiiose ritesq, and to confirin it by my oath, for assurance and faith of which
I here sien niy name." Sîgrnod, Novembor 3d, 1704, in the Mission of
the Carnatie, Jean Venut Bouchot.

" Fathers Peter Manduit, Phulip de la Font.aine, 2.cter de la Lane, and
Gilbert le Petit took the same oath, and attostcd it by their signature--%;

andaftr lke ashonswore ail the Portuguese Jesuits in Madura f nd

.M-ysore" (" Memoires Hlistoriques," Luques, 1745, tome iii., pp. 8-10).
Thus the revereid fathers publicly, solemnly, and deliborately make oatli

that, in these missions, the religion of Christ mnust necessarily bo joined to
the idolatry of the lieathien, and timat flac introduction of Christianity
alone, and in its purity, would be fatal te flic salvation of sculs!1

This document %vas carried to the Pope at Roie l'y Bouchet and Lainez,
who did their utmost to have the report of Cardinal de Tournon set asidu;.
lu this they were unsuccessful, but with 'vonderful audacity, on their
return to In2*a they afllrmed flae opposite ! Norbert states that on a day
wlien a largre congrcgation of Frencha and native Christians wcrc assemblod
at l>ondicherry, Bouchiet "'camp, forward in lais sacramnental robes, and
callingé to witness the body and blood of Jesus Christ, protestcd ý)efore God
that of a truta be had obtained from the lips of the Pope himself tl'at tlae
deerce of Cardinal de Tournon wvas in nowise bindiug, and that the mis-
saonaries might permit tlae praictice of ceremrnies 'wlicIa the Legate. bail
condemncd, 1uocause so doirig they might the more easily couvert the
heatiion te the faith."l*

Lainez, now Bishop of St. Thomas, inade to the Suporior of flie Capta-
chinq a simnilar declaration. Tlaese statements 'vere denied hy the Pope iu
a brief kddressed to Liainez himself, dated September 17î, 1712 ; in a ket-
ter addresscd to txe Bishop of Clauffiopolis. Cardinal Sacrissanti, Prefeet
of tho Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith, encloses a copy of

*"Lettres Editlant*q,' toizar lii., P. U.>
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