THE CHURCH

TIMES™

275

—— —

« Tut the bill doos not stop short with diocesan as.
somblies. 3 likowled recognises that moro complux,
but vory necessary, clement in ccclcsiashcal‘polny—-
tho provinco. Tho cighteenth section provides that
« provincisl assemblics may bo held'—wo quote the ti-
tlo of tho clause in Gl its monumental brevity. The
toxt itself declares that, for securing uniforoity, ¢ it
eliall bolawful for tho archbishop or inetropolitan for
sho timo buing, lawfully constituted, in auy of the
possessions in which this Act shall bo in force, to con-
~veno the bishops of such provin-¢’—theso bishops hav-
ing respectivoly to convene their several diocesan as-
semblies, or the representatives of them, at tho place
indicated by tho archhisiop or metropolitan. The
wholo aro to form a provincial asseinbly, in which the
Lishops aro to sit and vota as onc house, and the cler-
gy and laily as another ; and the divisions aro to e
taken by orders and by dioceses, so that nothing can
pass which lias not in its favour a majority both of the
clergy and of the laity of every dioceso taken scpa-
mtely. ‘Tho regulations of this provincial assembly
aro to be subject to the rame allowance or disallow-
ance as thoso of tliocesan assemblies.”~Ch, § St. Gaz
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Tue Cuvrcit 1y 71t Corosire.—A bill prepared
Ly the bishops for giving liberty of Synodalaction to
tbe Colonial Churches has been introduced into the
Houso of Lords and carricd through all its stages with-
ot a division, Lond Monteagle opposing captiously, and
Lerds Derby and Harrowby suggesting objections in
detail. It waslaunched by the Prinate, that consistent
enemy to synodal action at home ; the Bishops of Lon-
doo and {Oxford promoted its progress, to which tho
Duke vf Newcastle lent vigorousand uscful aid- It
appears to have been framed with care, and minutely
rovised bofore it received the approval of the govern-
went. Necessarily vague in its terms, yet anxiously
Jimited in its practical ecope, it is of course nssailable
{rum osery opposita quartcr, and we must be prepared
10 2¢@ it cxposed to some unfair criticism and some wil-
fal misconception. Take, for instance, the subject
salected by the two ohjecting Peers, of clerical disci-
pline. The Dishop's poweris at present absolute.—
Jard Derby insists that it should remnin o, unless it is
transferred to some Court capable of proceeding in legal
form and takiog evidence on oath.
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Coroxsar Cuuren Bir.—The Colonial Church
Bill is one that in its provisions can hardly be found
fault with, or warrantably be oljected to. The Go-
sanment and the biskops, with a respectable admix-
tare of laymen of eminence and wisdom, secw certain-
Iy to have done their best, in giving liberty to the Co-
lonial Church, to guard against all evil consequences to
the Church generally, whethier as regards its discipline
orits doctrine.  Much bas been done in this way ; and
yet, perbaps, much more might have been efiected.
Bat the Colonial Churchisin an exceptional position,
and requires (as wo readily sdmit) many concessions
which are not needed by the Church at lome. It is
imstructive, bowover, to sec that what is allowed to
the Colonial Church on the ground o." her distance
€% from the mother country, and on that of both her po-
BB sition and composition, is being made use of by the ex-
treme Trastarien party in the Church in England, as
opportunity for demanding, nay, oxacting, the same
exmeessions here—concessions which would bo used as
0 ultimately soparate the Church from the State, and
create an imperiwn in fmperio.  How fariait wise +for
the State to yicld, and how much the Church is autho-
rized to ask and is warranted in endeavouring to ob-
& tin, will be seen in the lucid archidiaconal cbarge
§ which graces our opening poges. The question has
B scdom been so clearly expounded as our readers will
#8 doditin the columns to which we now venture to di-
B8 rocttbeir notice.
g Although we contemplato tbis Bill with moderate
g sndqualified approval, we feel bound to state that Sir
B James Stephen has, in a long letter addressed to the
B Zarlof Harrawby, expressed his strong dissent from
@ e principle of the bill. He deprecates its enactment
B ©2the ground that it violates the sacred colonial fran.
B chiss of self-government ; that it invalves a breach of
faith with our Colonial Legislatures generally, but
R oot especially with our Canadion and Australian set-
Uements.  Sir James avers that tho bill will involve us
€ 12 bopeless and Litter contests with the colonists, and
i willexcite a fecling of Lostility against the Chuzch in
B 12 minds of thoso beyond her pale, as well as echism
B awong the members within.  The learned professor ad-
B voates delay in order to give tho colonica timo to
* 1 make their protest, and the home legislaturd extended
+ [B Pportunity for weigbing objections. Referring to tho
il quation of synods, Sir James eaye:—
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“The conditions, subject to which thoe contemplat-ed
synods arcauthorized to moko *regulations,’ are bor.
rowed, not only in their structure aund design, but in
their whole technical phrascology, from thoso rayal
charters, comunissions, and instructions, by which the
Crown_lias in all former fimes dofined aud restrzsined
tho legislative authority of tho various colonial rasem-
blies. It (ollows, thorefore, thatif those instrrasents
were suflicient 1o call into oxistence now law-) aaking
powers, this bLill mustalso bo sufficient for tha tame
purpose. It is in these respects a mere echo ¢of them.
And lawyers in tho colonies are so vonverszint with
theso instruments that this fact will bo as pe.ceptible
tojthemas it is to me, and they will of course i nfer from
this remarkablo identity of lunguage 3 corr gsponding
identity ofdesign. = | .

» It is, howover, maintained that, except by the in.
tervention of Parliament, the calenial Chv yeh cannot
be relieved from the disabilities under whic h it labours,
nur invested with the powors of '\vhu:.h it standsin need.
1 wmust avow wy dissont from this opinion alse. Ihold
that all our colonial legislatures are dleea-dy compotent
to adapt tho ecclesinstical law to their re spective loeal
oxigencies. In proof of that conclusion I refer to tho
statuto books of tho West India Colonie s, in which wil]
bo found a long sorics of enactmonts,of that nature,
commencing with the year 1825, aud c.ontinued to tho
{)wsenttimc. But if weadopt the conti ary opinion, and
101d that the requisito power is not iu'herent in the le-
gislatures of thu different colonies, what is tho legiti-
mate inference?  Not, surely, that I urliament should
assumo to itsolfthe oxercise of that peywer, but that Par-
liament should confer it upon thom.

« Tt is answered—or rather, if we, ventured to avow
tho truth, it would be answered—1 hat if such a pow-
er were so conferred, the Colonial Legislatures would
refuse 10 exerciseit. The authors of this bill_are well
awaro that the Lepislature of Vary Diemen’s Land has
nnequivocally shown thatsuch we0ld be theirdecision ;
and they very rcasonably anticipate the imitation of’
that examnple elsowhere.  Tbe 1l is, in fact, anat-
tempt to accomphsh by an ex ternal guthority " moa-
eare to which it is known or . elieved that the inter-
nal authorities are ierecontilealoly hostile.

“ The Colonists will resent it as a breach of our re-
cent and solemn pledges not to interfere in their local
affairs. “Thoy will resent it r,5 an interforence in those
very local aflairato_which thiey attach the bighest im-
portance. They will resent. it as a disingennous at-
tempt to undermine, under the shelter of evasive lan-
guago an all-impo:tant colc,ninl franchise of self-govern-
ment which no man i3 50 r ash and foolish as to assailin
dircct and opon terins.”

As an illustration of th & defects of the bill, the learn-
cd civilian states as follows :—

« Suppose—and it i3 110 very improbable supposition
—~that any of these syncxls should, by a ¢ regulation,’
interpret the Liturgy «or Articles of our Church in
some manner contrary to sound Anglican doctrine;
and surpose that,in reliance on any such ¢ regulation,’
tho bishop cf the di'sceso should dispossess of their
spiritual oflicés any dssentient clergymen, what is to
bethe ronedy ? Tlae injured clegymen would have
no local spiritual cou rts to determine whether the synod
hal acted ullra vires, or to say, as in the Gorham
case, that tho bishopr had mistaken the law. They
must appeal to the Archbishop of Canterbury, and
through bim, to the Queen in Council, a remedy ut-
terly worthless to such appellants, not only on account
of the expensé and tho delay, but because this bill
(sco the fiteenth clause), wonld render the sentence
of deprivation valid, even thouph the *resulation’
onwhich it bad been founded should be disallowed
by her Majesty.”

If Sir James ‘bo thought to have a little ovorstated
his case, it cannot boe denied that he h:sadvanced
much that is worthy of very scrious cousideration.—
Church and State Gazetle.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

Tus Cuwoaeti—On Sunday morning the Sist ult,,
tbe Lord Bishop of the Diocese administered, in the
Parish Church of Tetersville, the solemn rite of Con.
firmation to thirty-five young persons, whom he after-
wards addressed at length, in Janguage peculiarly suit-
ed to a rursl Congregation, on tho necessity and profi-
tableness of personal and practical holiness, urging for-
cibly the duty of reverential behaviour in the House
of God, as one of its important and outward wanifesta-
tions. The sacred edifice was filled to its utmost capa-
city, and: many scores of persons failed in obtainiog
scats. ‘The Bishopapreached in the afternoon in the
new and beautiful Church, now in courso of coniple-
tion in tho Douglas Valley. The sermon, which was
founded on the words of St. John's Gespel, xi. ii. # Qur
friend Lazarus sleepeth,” &e., was listencd to with the
decpest attention, and a wish was expressed at tho
close of its delivery that bis Lordsbip would consent to
publish bis admirablodiscourse. The congregation was
very crowdad, and included persons from adistance of
moro than twenty miles. The Churchmen of the Pa-
risb were much delighted with their Bishop's visit, and
would bo glad toseu it carly. repeated.— Chronicle.
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Berrs.—Eight Belle, with necossary Gixings, bavo
boca imported in the packet ship Liberia, from Liver
pool. They are intended for the cathedral at Fredor-
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FEultovial jsAiscellany.
SACNAARAAANTY AL SUAANNASA
ITEMS.
€ Tho Cathedral at Fredericton is 1o Lo conse-
crated on Wednesday next, 31st inst.  In a ILS.to the
Bishop's circular to his clorgy, itis stated that there is
a considerablo debt upou the Building, for which he is
personally liable, and to liquidate which his Lordsbip
invites contributions from each Parish of the Diocese.

5" We pr ceivo that the Capadian Ecclesinstieal
Gazelle is 10 be discontinued after 1st of October, in
consequonco of tho large amount of unpaid subscrip-
tions. The Editor of tho Port Hopo Eclo, hopes that
his dolinquent subscribers will take a hunt from this ex-
amplo of mischicl caured by such backwardness,

We would re-ecko the rame.
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The corner stono of tho first Protestant church in
New Mexico, was laid at Santa Fo, on the 218t May,*
with addresses in English and Spanish.
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A Reric—~A spoon about the size of a rather small
tablo apoon, was latelv dug up with same other articles,
near tho head of a cove at Now London, from a depth
of fifteen feet; the original beach having been covered
to that depth by successivo washings from tho surroun-
ding hills. A New London paper says it is supposad
that they wero left thero by the crew of a ship of some
of the % Nortbmen” who visited and described the
shores of Long Island Sound eight hund:ed or a thou-
sand years2go  The spoon,hias been sont to the Con-
neeticut Antiquacian Society, and thy bave pronoun-
ced it of Danish manufacture, o composition of bell
metal and gold. A heart and-an arrow head that are
on it are very perfect; there are also threo other fi-
gurcs that are scarcely distinguisbable.— Churchman.
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A small coflin, containing the body of an infant, was
found in the woods zear the North West Arm on Sun-
day, by two boys. With praisoworthy prosence®of
mind, they brought it intg the city, and took it to the
Poors' Asylun, where a Coroner’s Inquest was held
upon the casc on Monday—verdict * found dead.”--
The jurors expressed their just abhorrence at so culpa-
ble a d&ed, as that of exporing the body in such a
wanner.-~B. N, Am.

The 1on. Mr. Lafontaine has been sworn in Chief
Justice of Canada, in the place of the late Sir James
Stewart.—Ibid.

By adverlisement in city papers it appears that a
large fortune bas been be«]n-:alﬁed to the Sburch faun-
ly in Nova Scotia, by a relative in Wales. Said famu-
Iy and relatives are called upon to meet at Ross's Ho-
tel, Nowport, on the Gth Sept., for the purpose of in-
vestigating the subject.  We hore the pood news will
provo true.—Jbid.” (Wil thewhole Church family get a
share ?—Ed. C.T.)
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InrorTANT FrOM Burore.—By Telegrapi—New
York, Tucsday, dug. 23.—Steamship Arabia arrived
Flour declined six pence per bbl. Wheat declined
two pence.  Corn market unchanged--moderate bnsi-
ness at previousrates. Sugar Market firm, upward
tendency. Molasses, prices stiffer, quotations not al-
tered.  Lard, prices a shade higher. Cotton, parcha-
sers demand a concession, which is not conceded by
holders.  Sale of 40,000 Lales. Consols advaneed §
per cent.

London Aloraing Post says the Russian difficultias
are settled. In Franco the weather has been unfave-
rable Jor Agricultural purposes, the crops are antigi-
pated to beless than an average,
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DisTRESSING SiTPwRECK.--Captain Young, and
the only known sitrvivors, ten in number, of the ill-
fated barque Argyle, from Bristol for Quebee, laden
with irony which foundered at sea, arrived at Quebec
onthe 5thinst. The account piven of their sufferings
is drcadful. It appears that they were nine days in
onc of the ship’s baats, drifting about on the ocean, and
that six of those days were passed without food or wa-
tery during which time seven of the men in the boat
dicd of bunger and exhanustion. Of the survivors,
twoare females, ono of whom is an old lady, turned,
we should say, of fity, who; to add to Lier sufferingy,
was deomed to seo her son, a {inc strong young man of
twenty-threo years old, die of hunger by her side. The
otber femalo isa voung woman ; and strange to say
both thieso females wwu e exposed to the same privations
that the men 1were, and yet lived through them,-and
saw six strong men dic under them. There wero twen-
ty-five persons on board the Argyle, including throo
.passengers, viz :—the young lady, the old woman, and
her son, and{22 of 3 crew—-all of whom betook them-
sclves to two of tho ship's boats; oneof which bas
not since been heard of, and it is fearcd that but
aino of the twenty-ive bave Leen Ief to tell thesad

iotoo, aud aro valued at £580 steeling,

wle.—1bid.
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