THE BUSINESS SITUATION
Saturday, Oct. 14, 1899.

October 1s usually ong of the buslest
months of the year in the city, and is
this year more than eover so. The
work of handling the graln crop goes
on steadily both here and at all mark-
et polnts and the railways have een
taxed to thelr utmost to keep the
grain moving. The unprecedented Jde-
mand for cars has made it extrewmely
difficult atv times to supply theso, and
there are some complaints of ear
shortage. Not ouly are the grain
shipments heavier than usual, hut the
movement of general merchandise s
very heavy, which makes the work of
keeping the grain moving more dif-
ficult. Passenger tralfic on tho rail-
ways Is nlso unusually heavy at pres-
cut. City mercantile estabiishments
arcab expericncing  unusually  good
fall {rade for both country and city
consuinption. Vur reviews of the dif-
fereat lines given hercunder Lear this
cut. The high and advancing prices
of many of these lines do not ~eemm  to
cheek business in the least.Building op-
crations In the city atre Lelugz pushet o
the utnicst. A great doal of work re-
malns to be done, and mechanics of al!
Linds will lose less ithme than usual
next winter. Most of  the Timshing
work wili be done during the winter.
The C. D. LR, fitrike Is the ouly disturb-
ing ciement in the situation tlus week,
<8 will be noticeit in our nows col-
wuns on cnother page. It is hopad,
however, that before many days wise-
er councli will prevail and the difier-
ences which have led to the strike, be
scttledd. In fact, it s reported this
morning that the strile will Lo de-
clared off, as a result of 2 couference
betweea cempany officials aud men.
yesterday. Bank «learings for the week
ending Thursday are larger by abous
30 per ce.t than last year, althougn
only alout $10,000 larger than in
18V7.
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(Al uotationa, unless utherwise spcci.
tled, are waoltsulo for such quantitioy
ay arc usaalis tahea oy retail deascrs,
and aro subicet to theo usual reduction
on large quantitics and to cash dis.

counts,)
CURIID MENTS.

A new price has been made we-day un
sugar-cured hams, and we quoto these
now at 121-2¢ per pouind. Stocks of
curcd wcad in the city aro tight and
romctimes 1ot of the best quality.
Packers expect o get  more ample
supplics ¢f hogs shortly, sl then lovw-
cr prices on cured meats may Le look-

od for.
DEY GOODS.

Thcre Is very little change in the
dry gecods situation Iocally. Busincss
is movlng steadily, and there is a very
firn: ond buoyant e in the market.
Ar to the future courso of prices, the
prospecis  can lest  be scon In our
news columns. The cotton situation
{s pretty fully given this week with
the reeent advances. i

THE COMMERCIAL

DRUGS.

The enly change fn tho drug mark-
et s a deeling of 3¢ on German quin-
ine. Otherwise prices appear to  be
steady. Business g certaluly  rood
with the Winnipeg jobblng housas and
shipmeats unusuafly heavy.

FISH.

Thie season for fresh whitefish clossad
on the Gth instant, and these are now

out of the market. IFrozen whitellsh

are  plentiful.  Other lines of fresh

fish vemanin unchanged at prices given

on pige 1sl. .
TFUKL.

The market for fuel, toth wood and
coal, remains unchanged. Coul  re-
coipts are none tov ample, and the
silunted at the lakos 1s one of  con-

tinued  strength  in  United States
anthracite. Quotations thero now are

$5.50 and $3.75 according 1o size. flan-
adiae coals arc steady at last weok's
prices.” Good dry wood is oblainablo
only in limited quantities, and prices
rue as follows deliverod to consumers
in Winpipeg: Tamarae,  $5.50  to
S3.75 per cord; pine, $3; onk, $6: birch,
26; Minneapolis maple, $6; poplar, S4.
GRLEN PRGITS.

Peaches, pearg, grapes and  plims
are aixyt over and tho market is bo-
ginning o lose some of its  activity
with the passing away of the sunuuer
demand.  Interest now centres in the
apple business.  There is prasucally
no change in the situation of swinter
apples singce our report of last week
winch covered the ground pretiy {ully.
Winer apples are now coming forwar:l
freeiy. Crab apples have beon o dis-
appomtment to the trade this scasorn,
severiy large shipments whicin  wera
expeeted and practically suld, taed to
arrive.  Grapes have also been 2 dis.
appointment, and the demand was ot
nearly supplied.  ‘Lbe frost of Vctober
¢ in untario spolled all the zrapes
whicli were not putled and housed at
that time ana practically put an cad
1o shipments.  Wa quote prices this
week on leading ifues ag fotlows:

Oranges YValencias, per box $3.50;
Icmons. per box $4.25, bananas, per
bunch $1.75 to S2.25; apples, winter,
$3.75 per barrel, i 5 barrel lots,
$3.60, fali apples, $8.23; Washiagion
pears, per  case, S3.00;  Caiilorni
peachics, $1.25 per case; Washington
plams. $1.20; Onturlo grapes, 30 1o $tc
per  baskey; Californin  grapds, ber
crate, §2.23; cranberries per  barrel,
S$7.50. covoauuts in sacks of 100, 35
t¢ $6. Grenoble walnuts, 13c; Tarrn-
goena ahgonds, 15¢; peanuts, greon, 92,
rois e, 11c; peean nuts, 13c per 1o,
chesuats, 130, comb honey, S22 per
doren scctlops, stratued honey, S1-2c
ger puuad, maple sugar, per Wb 1lg,
apple cider, 35c per gallon in Larrel:
aut kalf barrels; [ruit clder put up in
20 aud 30 gallon kegs, per gallon, 40c,
fige, in boxes, 7c lb; new layer figs
in 10 1b boxes, S1.75. datos T¢ per lb.
omons, 11-2 to 3¢ per b, celery, per
dosen, 33¢; tomatocs per basked, dHUc:
sweet petatoes, per barrel, §5 1o ¥5.50.

GRQCERIES.

Woodenware quotations have bean
withdrawn this week and 1t is under-
stow) shat a new st showing 10 per
ceut advance will be issued at onee.
Meanwhile we guote ¢ld prices an our
current aices page.  Green Rio cof-
feo is stromger in toue and prices are
uap ncarly 1-2¢ per pound.  \Whether
thix will Lo permaucnt or uot rewains
te¢ be reen. The situation is a vory
strong onie  Indian teas have adeane.
cd 1d to 11.2d per pound in Loundon.
Beans have developed a sulll stronger
tone than last week, and 1% looky auy
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Il they would reach $2.00 per bushel.
Currante are stronger and 1-2¢ higher
all around.  Bosnin prunces are juoted
at such high prices that it wlll be
impossible to buy (them to sell tn com.
petition with California prunies. ‘These
latter are pow in the market and show
poo:l value. Small prunes are iolng
to be very scarce. Busiuess hore !s
brisk aud orders from all parts of the
ccuntry heavy.

HARDWARE,

No nuportant changes have been
wade here sinee last Saturday.  Ce-

ment is a line which has been very
scarce and hard to get lately. 1In
fact with the cxception of some stoeky
of German cement the market s Losn

bare. Tpc price went up 25¢  this
week.,  Hardware quotations will be

fommd on page 183.
LAINTDS AND QILS.

The strong wone and continued up-
nard tendcency of prices is the feature
in tis branch,  Local dealers recelved
advices of an advance of 37 1-2¢ per
100 s, w3 the Eastern factories on
white- lead and the tendeouey was to
but the advance into effect here at
ouce, whnict would make the price here
F712 -2 for pure. Liusced oil is very
strong.  Prices were advanced 2¢ this
week.  Tue price of Hlax seed is about
the biguest on record here.  Crushérs
aro paying 31 per bushel in country
markets 10 farmers, which 1s 35¢ per
bushes higher than a year ago. This
neans war nnsced oil will rule high
in price for an indefinite length of time
—probiably until another crop comes
16 parket at feast.  Turpentine was
casier, but 18 firmer again and prices
are quoted higher. Glass stocks are
low.  Somo dealers are practically
~0id our and none of the jobbers are
ablo o fili all the business they could
kave. The market is therefore strong
and tending higher.

SORAP.

Ne change from last week. Demand
conunues good for iron scrap.  Quota-
tions are as follows: No. 1cast iron
free from wrought and malleable,
$iz per wn, No. 2 do., $4.50 penr ton;
No. 1 stove plate. $3.50 to $4 per tou;
wrougne iron scrap, $3 to 36 per
ton, heavy copper, 1(c per pound; <Op-
rer bottomy, £c per pound, red brass,
S w S1-c per pound; yellow brass,
heavy, 72-zc per pound; light brass,
412 e Se per pound; icad pipe or
tea lead, 21-2¢ per pound; zinc scrap,
e per pouna : rags, country mixed, 50c¢
Fer ewt. cican, dry bones, 35c per
cwt.. rubber boots and shocs free from
arctics and rivels, 6c per Ib.  Good
auart beer bottles are worth 23 to
3¢ jer dozen; pints, 10c per Gozen;
cnnarc gin bottles, 30 to 35¢ per doz.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE,

WHTAT—Although during this week
war has actually begun in South A
vica, its influcuee on the wheat mar-
kots hax been practicatly nil. It Jid
give a slight stimulus to export de.
mand atv the avantic seabosard on Wed-
nesday, and prices in the  Amerienn
markote adeasced 3-4¢ per bashol, but
smee tnen . weaker fecling has  ob-
tuned, and at the close of yesterday s
anarkols there was a Joss in value on
the week of 1.dc to 3-%¢ per bushel.
Prices in England are a little higher.
and English farmers arce reporied to
Lo holding on to thelr wheat in view
of the war. Occan [reights have ad.
vanced 2¢ 1o 3¢ per bushel owing ton
considerab’e nunater of the Atlantle
liners having been chartered by the
Rritisht government to carry  troaps
amnd supplies to the Cape; so that the



