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putest Aainst Departmental Stores.

A moceting of the Montrenl Rotail Grocer’s
Luwniation was hold to protest against the
penoplizig ond illegitimats mothods of
Dartmental Stores, and was largely atten-
3, snd among tho complaints brought

inst thoso revolutionary institutions was
" it of cutting prices, For instanes, it was
«id that sugar had boen sold at 8c per Ib.
shith cost tho grocers 43+ par 1b Crosse &
Baskwobl < pickles, bought by tho grocers
¥ 3925 a lzen, wore boing sold by the
E s ot 190 o bottlo, and jam put up by the
R axo Srm, which cost §240 o dozen was
§ ;0d by them at 14 cents por bottle, ete.
b s fully eonfirms tho charges of cutting
E Loought by the Trads Balletin in itsissue of
K Dx. 23 last as follows :—

' Yot ouly du theso stores traspass upon
tra buziness of epecial lines, but by selling a
E chem) class of goods they work further injury
E b5 afcting the prizes of merchandico of o
ttter quabty. For instance, a few days
B 1308 regular customer of a retail gracer of
f 1wty asked the latter tho price of some
§ caoned goods, nad when tho rogular figure
wis given the customer romarked :—* Oh!
B 1ciaget them for 2¢ per tin less at the de-

sartment store, and Ishall also fill the rost

B . my requiroments at the samo place if you
¥ 'cannot givo me tho cannel goods at what I
i ‘i boy them for clsowhero,! Rather than
k100 bis customer, tho grocer gave him a
® better breod of canned goods than the de-
B deparimental store was offering. Wo men-
[ tisn thisactual ocsurrence to demounstrate in
f Low many way3 tho departmental stores are
21cersely affaeting the rotail grocors in the
¢ty; bat this i3 only ouo of ths many
retsil trada departments which suffer from
ihs departmeatal system. We ropeat that
B his innovation in the retail tradeis mani-
fatly unfair.”

Sereral of the speakerssuggested legislative
idwith 2 view of indposing a tax ox each
dditional departmont of the departmental

dgeed by all the wholesale grocery establish-
Bans of the city with the exception of
§ ' We, the undersigned wholesalo grocers’
Rasufactorers and provesion dealers and
tes of the Dumivion of Canada, -and
gents representing foreign houses exporting
it goads, wates, ete,, to Canada, do hereby
'eds? ourselves not to eoll directly or indi-
eelly to dopartmental stores in Mantreal,

dthed wo will protect to the {fullest extent
K g:'r“pomr the legitimate retail grocory

o

Tks yrincipal object of Tuesday night's
tetisg was to submit this ngrooment to the
o trade and get tho savction of tho
itly thereto. Tho speeches of the diffor-
tembars of thoe Association showed that
»- Were 10 carnest in their protest against

L

g a3 practiced by tho Departmentals,
shzers of the latter overlook the fact
tthaso “euts™ on certain ** drawing
B3 we offett by the profits obtained on-
er Kinds of gucds, The rotail grocers
8 t}fere!o_re‘spccml reasons for complaint
Rinst the injary wufhiered upon their trado,
ouch the unfair and illegitimato wothods
E :ii departmentals,-—~Montroal Trade

Biores, The following dooument has been.

_ing

- oleetrio light moters was discussod and action

Explaining the Wheat Depression.

The Liverpool Corn T'rade Nows in review-
ing tho breadstuffs movrket snys: The num-
her of live cattlo and sheop existing in the
United Kingdom aud imported from abroad
does not increasp a3 rapidly as the human
population, whereas in the mattor of dead
meat the increasdd importation, when
rockoned por head of tho population, isso
vory swmall that it can have hardly any
appreciable offect on the consumption of
breadstuffs, Neither cau it bo said that
potatces aro this yoar supplanting bread to
an unusual oxtoens, for the orop this season
is admittedly less abundant than bas beon
tho cass in any rocent year, excopting 1894.
Probably t.o true oxplanation of the de-
pression is the simplest, viz, that during tho
84 weeks of the season which have already
clapsed, thero have boen marketod by
British farmers or fureign shippers a fow
hundred thousand quarters more breadstufts
than was needed, According to our usual
way of reckoning the excess of imporis over
consumption since August 1st amounts to
563,000 quarters, whereas the port stocks
show an increase of oaly 140,000 guarters
since that date, the 1nference being that
millers aro cumbered with the ditference of
420,090 quarters. A year ago the caso was
vory diflerent, for in the firat 8% weoks of
1895-96 the imports aud farmers’ detiveries
fall 800,000 quarters below the ordinary re-
quiroments. It ias true that in the near
future the diffarence i8 likely to be redressed,
for the arrivals of the next five wooks will
almost certainly fall short of requirements
probably to the extent of 100,000 quartors
per week, bat the trade as & whole are in-
crodulous on this point, and thofew who b~
lieve it are indifferent a3 to any offect the
light arrivals may have in the fino warm
days of spring, when our own farmers will
bo free sellers of tho balance of the old erop.

Winnipeg Board of Trade.

A meeting of the couucil of the board of
trade was held on Tuesday afternoon.

A deputation from the Retailers' associa-
tion, composed of Messrs, Daegan, Fowler and
Grundy, made a request that the board of
trade should endorse the petition they are
presenting to the Dominion Government to
provide by legislation that members of the
civil service be not exempted from the opera-
tion of the garnishee law as to salaries, but
that they be placed in the same position as
other citizaus are in this respect. Tho
council unanimously resolved to accedo to
tho request of the Retailers® association.

A lottor from General Manager Stout, of
the Dominion Express company, in relation
to express charges on the western division of
the C. P, R., which business men claim are
oxcessi ve, was laid over for further considera-
tion until the next meeting, whon some
further information will bo socured.

Matters rolating to the legal rate of
interest wore referred to o committeo consist-
of Mesers. Mathewson, Bole, Russell,
Ashdown and Drowry, a bill has been intro-
duced at Otitawa to fix the legal rate of
interest at six per cent., providing thatno
mattor what spocial contracts aro entercd
isto for » higher rate, no higher than six
need bo paid at maturity.

The matter of the inspection of gas aud

deferred until the nest meoting.

. The matter of the McKenzie gas proposi-
tion to tho city couneil was discuzsod at soms
length by tho moem cers of the ¢ 1ucil prassnt,
and as a result the following resolution was
adopted :

‘“Resolved, that in the opinion of this
council it would not ba in the iuterest of the
city of Winnipeg to incur tho debs necessary
to establish and” maiuntain a rival system of
gasworks in this city, and it would be
advisable that the city should eutor 1uto
somo reasonable arrangement with the ga’
company to secura & reduction in the priceof
gas with such provisos a3 will secare furthor
reductions from time to time.”
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Montreal Grocery Market.

Since our last report of the sugar market,
advices from primsry points have been
woaker for both the raw and the refiyed
article, A cable from Londnn to-day quoted
beet at 83 9d for April and May, which
shows & declinoe of 14d since this day weok.
In New York granulated has aleo dechned to
$1.25 por 100 1bs. not. On spot the market
has beon very quiet, and, notwithstanding
the above wosk news, valuez are about
stendy 2643 to 43c for granulated, and av 83
to 3ic for yellows, as to quality, at the
{actory.

Thero has been considerable business dane
in new molasses on loeal account during the
past wook. Sales of three cargoes of Birba-
doos aggregativg about 2,140 punche «us have
beon pade at 8e, firat cost at the Island (or
future delivery. Two cargoes of Autigua
molasses amounting to 1,200 puncheons have
ulso been placed ay abous 21 to 22¢ hero.
Thess two latter cargoss were sold on gaaran-
tee of sample aud guage.

A featurs of the tea market this week has
boen the fact that some lerge bayers who
bought on speculation of a duty bawg placed
ou this article are already offering their
stock on the markat. The demand batween
houses has been fajr. and several lines of
Japans of 100 packsges cach have changed
hands at prices ranging frhm 133 to 2l3e
per 1b. as to quality. There is & good en-
quiry for Japans at 18 to 192, bat grades of
this class are very scarce. Stocks of all
lines aro light and the tone of the market ou®
tho whole 13 very firm. and in soms enses
holders aro asking an advauves of 4 por Ib,
over the figure that thay wonld haveaccepted
last week.~Gazette, April 16.
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(ats at Monfreal.

Considerable attention Las recently been
drawn to the largo stock of oats in sture
here, amounting to 835,823 bushelz; bug
thoy appeer to overlook the fact that the
great bulk of thesa osts are for export ot
open water, aud will not bo officred on thig
market. ocean space having already been
opgaged for them for May—~June shipmont.
Bat tho sbove is not an exceptionslly large
quantity to bo held here at this season of tha
year, a8 o broker on 'change stated that some
years ago over & million bushels were in
storo horo, atthis time, and thoy wer. mostly
allshipped out by the first steamers, That
year, however, it is said that prices advanced
8c to 10c por bushol, and sold up to 40c and
42c por bushel; they are only 233c to 2ic
now; and it is expected that fally two
million bushels will bo shipped out of this
portin May. Wo shall have to got con-
siderablo more oats, thorefore, by tho open-
ing of umavigation, May oats afliat are
quoted at 233c.—Montreal Trade Ballotin,
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Work on the now C,P.R. hotel at Rovel-
stoke, British Columbia, has started. The
hotel is to cost $23,000.



