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BEMEFITS 0F RAILWAY COMPET1TIOH.
Shortly after tho opening of the Il R.

V. railway into Winnipeg, soine of the
enstcrn champions of O.P.R. n'ouoply
sneeringly reniarked, that the only adi-
vantages it i3ectreti wcre to MNontanu
sbeep raisers, who coulti now rush their
dresset i nutton into the WVinnipeg, andi
underse!l the local producers of the saine.
The freigbt rate on grain and other art-
icles of expert and import were the saine
as those oirereti by the 0. P.R, so theso
nionopolists stated, and consequently
Manitoba coulti receive no ativantages
from the new outiet, for which the pro-
vince ivas paying s0 heavily.

0f course sucli advocates nevor took
into consideration, that from the tiie
wlîen the province o! Manitoba took the
bull by the horns, anti conmmenced the
construction cf the R.R.V., te the open-
ing of that roati into WinuipEgý, a period
of less than two years, grain freights te
Pore, Artbur over the C.P.R. droppeti over
twenty.five per cent, anti the drop ivas a
graduai one, slitiing downward just in pro.
portion as the overbearing andi buli-heacl.
ed mianagement of tlhe .P.R. were forceti
te the belief. that a uniteti province imubt
win in a fight for its just rights ; the last
concession of three cents a hundred pountis
being matie offly about three îveeks ho-
fore the openiug of the R.R.V. route to
Duluth. Thus it ivas sought tu make a
virtue out of a necesity, but it is folly te
look for a genuine virtue from an orýganiz-
ation, îith an existance tiependant upon
what it can extort fromn the public purs?,
anti how much it can over-ride the righits
of one hal! o! this Dominion. Manitoba
bas nover receiveti anything from the C.P.
R. that was not forceti, and any freight
rate reductions received during the past
two years are duo te the threateneti coin-
petition, which is now afact in Winnipeg,
andi vill soou be in other portions of this
prairie province.

But te retura to the mutton argument.
Seemingly our local sheep, raisers are riot
%viped out of existence yet, for mutton
carcasses are stili hielti at nine cents a
potind iii the Winnipeg wholesale mar.
ket, anti it is less than a month since the
two figure quotation o! ten cents was
broken for the firat time this year. At
these figures vie believe Manitoba sheep

raiser Pan stilt tuake a profit, especially
îvhen the home market cani swallow up
double or treble Nvliat thny yet produce.
It is *Just possible however, that a
plentiful supply o! m-Mton froni 'Montana
niay lit, a barrier in tho way of castern
Cainadian butehers shipping into this
province their inferior meat at fanicy
prices, as they have ln the past, anti that
eastern selflshness anti neot solicitudo for
Northwestern shepp farmers brought this
nutton argument te the surface.

But wc are graclually fiuiding outthat
railwai- competition is conferingr a great
many benefits upon Manitobans, and one
generally appreciateti is the frequent
opportunities affordeti te our settiers of
visiting their former bomnes in the east,
at a moderato cost. In the olti monopoly
days wve hati a figlit once a year te get an
excursion rate to the east, and diti not
always succeed. Already wie have had
two opportunities of going east anid
returning for $40., althougli the monopoly
camne to an end only in Octeber last, to
that ive tnay look for such chances fre-
qupntly in the future. andi for their
frequency 'vo will bo indebtei- to railway
cotupetitiun wvith the O.P. R.

But there are sevoral, other benefita
îvhich Manitobans bave already receiveti
through railivay competition, and one of
no smnall value is a systemn o! freight, rates
on Oalifornia fruit on the saine footing as
those enjoyecl- in Saint Paul anti Minne-
apolis. The reduceti prices on frosh
fruits of that kindl have been very
marked, and now driod fruits are coming
in froin the sanie source, wbicb aro making
qujite a diflerence in the price of thnse
coming from Sonthera Europe, froin
which the former àupply came entirely.
In this nortbera latitude wben fruit
raisiiig mxust always be imiteti in variety,
this is a roally substantial benefit we have
receiveti through theiipening- of railway
competiti>n.

But la the regulation of the local mar-
ket, Winnipeggers have tbis winter found
the R.R.V. railway and its Northern
Pacifie connection a great benefit. Two
montbs ago the wood dealers of the city
founti the local fuel mark-et in a position,
easy te corner, anti prices were 3radually
raised until tamarac '%vooti was quoteti
close to, if not actunlly at $8 a cord.
But by the R.R.V. and N.P. roada gooti
oak anti naple soon came pouring in, anti
were delivered to the consumer at $7.50 a
cord andi ini some cases loever. Asa ziaturâl
result, the local fuel dealers, wbo were

bounti to hoist taniarac te $10 a cord had
te let go, andi now it can bo batil in car
lots on track for bal! o! thttt price. Lt
requires a Manitoban te fuhly approciate
tho value of the service thus rendered in
tbe breaking up of a fuel combination.
Our severe winters teacli us their value.,
anti the gratitude ive owe te thoie who
acconplished the good work.

Our people who are importing anti ex-
port ing, anti paying hepavy %unis in freight
rates, sboulti ressieniber, tbat in proportion
te the encouragemient given to, this new
conmpetitorfor our traffic will ive dorive
adi vantages therefrom. Preighit payera ia
this province bave iiever reesiveti any fav-
or froni the C.P.11 mianagement, andi they
are consequently under no obligation
therete. Tbey have however a long re.
cord o! suoeering under the overbearing
insolence, anti insulting abuse receiveti in
the past froin the O.P.RIL personages front
the presitient of the company tiownwartis,
anti now that ortiinary business courtesy
ca'î in soine instances be had, it is because
comipetition compels iL A policy of re-
prisai xnay net always be the correct one,
but Manitoba freigbt payera are wise when
they pursue one towards tbe O.P.R.
Tbey can deal a beavy blow to, that cor-
paration, by refusing to patronize iL in
any way, unless îvben they bave no alter-
native. Aisuredly every blow se struck
is a blow iii the iutere iL o! commercial
freetiom. Yes and a blow in the direc-
tion o! cheaper and better freight facilities
between this country anti the east, for the
üffspring o! monoply, when they finti a
people prepareti te, resent injuries, will ho
compelled te offer greater inducements te
reg'ain the confidence they bave ]ost by
tyrauny anti injustice la the pù~t.

DAIRYIHG lB IftIITOBA.
A meeting o! great importance te

Manitoba was helti in Winnipeg hast
week. Reference is matie te the annual
meeting of the Manitoba Dair*vmen's As-
sociation. This association bias been
formeti for some tinie, anti a few diary-
men bave wvorketi bard for the progress
o! the association, anti for the devalop-
ment o! the dairying interests of the pro-
vince. President Wagner is. worthy o!
special mention ia this connection. But
while ;,ceat proress bas been matie in
daîrying in Manitoba within the past few
years, iL is feît that the îotiustry bas nct
been given that assistance antiencourage-
ment froni outsitie sources which its' im-
portance wouild tiemanti. From the na


