CORRESFONDENCE

Letters are invited from our readers on matters orpncumlnml timely
interest to the Jumber tadex. To secure insertion all communications
must hc accompanied with nant= and address of writer, tint necess rily, for

The publisher will not hold lmmell’leqx-nsnblc fev of inione
ofconcumndcms.

A PLEA FOR ORGANIZATION,
OwEN Souny, Macch 11th, 1890,
To the Editor of the CANADA LUMBRRMAN

SIrR,~Owing to the depression in the hardwood lumber
trade in the States, it is necessary that the Jumbermen
look to the English market for the disposal of their lum-
ber, A good deal of Canadian lumber at present goes to
the English market by way of New York. In order to
have a dircet market for our fumber, it would be to our
advantage to send a represemative from here with
samples of our different kinds of hardwoods in the rough
and smooth. To do this it would be necessary for the
lumbermen of each county to send a delegate to i conven-
tion in Toronto, at which i delegate should be appointed
to represent them in the Old Countey.

If the wmill men and dealers would take this matter upin
cach county, there would not be any difficulty in raising
sufficient funds to defray expenses, irrespective of any
government assistance.

With the assistance of the CaNaDA LUMBERMAN we
might, next fall, during Exhibition time, have a meeting
of all the lumbermen in Ontario, which would grreatly
assist to advance the interests of the trade.

Yours truly,
Wa. FosTer.

“CUT-OFFS”
HepworTit StaTioN, ONT., 2nd March, 1896,
To the Editor of the CANADA LUSMBRKMAN:

Sir,~1 have read your article entitled ** Cut-offs.”
There is a sinful waste of timber by all saw nullers who are
endeavoring to manufacture 15t and 20d hardwood lum-
ber.  Unless an outlet can be found for culls and cow-
mon, manufacturers will have to continue facing a deficit
on the output of their hardwood saw mills, 1 will be
pleased to obtain an order for picce stock to be cut from
44 and s/3 maple, birch, beech, ash and rock and soft
elm if prices can be obtained 1o cover labour and leave
something for the stock. 1 am now culting from dry
maple and birch boards, picces from 1x3t01x7, 4 to
6’ long, and stacking them up in anticipation of an order.

In your illustration in the March LUMBERMAN you have
scarcely put the rock elm matter correct. I enclose you
statement as I think 1 presented to you recently in & let-
ter you printed over my signature in a former issue:

To § o000 ft. rock elm log< G2 $500 $25 oo
To Cost of mant'c. $,000 ft. with interest ‘on apual (g
322gperM . . e . 1128
$36 35
By 1,000 fi.clearstuff in US.... ..o $ 8o
By 1ions to be made up from 4,000 fi. of coarse stock 18.25
$§36.25

Yours truly,
J. E. Mureny.

IMPORTATION OF LUMBER IN FRANCE.
BORDEAUN, LE., February 28th, 1896,
To the Editor of the CANaDA Lumnrruan:

Duar Sir,—1 enclose you an extract from the Bor-
deaux custom records of importations at this port, show-
ing importations of spruce, pine and all construction lum-
ber and timber from 1890 to 1893, inclusive. This will
give you an idea of the importance of this market, and
show the source of our supply, in which Canada has
heretofore played a very small part. You will note the
falling off of importations from Norway and Germany and
the augmentation of the Russian and Swedish, the former
having for the 1ast three years had the major share of our
business.  You will also note our importations of hard-
woods fell off last year; this is owing to an important
stock beinyg left over from 1894, and a general depression
in the hardwood market during 1893, I bope to have in
hand very soon & similar table for other ports of France ;
meantime I ask your attention to the enclosed.

Our matket continues firm and quict, and buyers are
holding off for concessions in prices; but as English
markets are paying better prices than those offered here,
it makes your sellers temporarily indifferent.  The uncer-
tainty of freights has prompted shippers not to speculate.
For the moment all proposed deals are in abeyance.  Few
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lf:my transactions have been consummated,  One of your
big shippers offered here recently a cargo of say, oo to
500 stds., 25% 3% 9, 73% 3> 7 and 3+ 8, @ 160 francs, C.
and F, Bordeaux.  As buyers maintain their ideasati3oto0
155 francs per std. C. and I, there were no takers for
this offer. Hurdwood remains inactive, with a small
inquiry for Canada clm in dressed logs.
IMPORTATION OF WOOD FOR CONSTRU CTION, BORDEAUNX,

1?«)0 IBQI 18g2 % 189y | 1By |895
Cnl.lc Culic | Cubic ! Calic Cubic (.nlm
< ég Metres{Metres IMetres | Mettes | Metres [ Metres
& :_",' " Relgium 1 8¢
.:.E’g Rusdia. 30,230, 82,788] 23,477) 43774 €0132| $8:897
£8 2| Norwa 7,368'  2,4t0] 2,959, 3046] 1,40y, 100
&% Sneden .. 18 370] 68'83] 21,094 Oy 40,122 13,708
;€8 Genr’m) o 3,081 8,778 150, 10! 4
£ %2 | Vatiouy ™ wthers, ,
§g2 me iy U.-
Siba 7 A& Canadr] 13 209 :7,280' 68 Boo 10 4(0 70,905
Totals... {108,107, lS;.Mg‘ 5s.oasl 8(.-“ n(- 9;9 ll'.-;o7
Oak & v ther hardwond | |~ 7 s
for constrtiction pur-

6,208] 1,78t

MceS JiTine }nll) oak, 6350

lowever, from  all 1396 3783 3"‘8‘
countries ... . l X

The above figures were taken from the Ilounc l)) my-
self, and are an exact extract of the official Custom House
record of importations,

Yours truly,
GEO. ALFRED MAGIE.

THE LATE JOHN BRYSON, M.P.

WE are enabled to present in this issac to the
readers of the LUMBERMAN a portrait of the late

THE LaTE JouxN Bryson, M. P.

Mr. John Bryson, statesman and lumberman,
whose sudden death has already been recorded in
this journal. Mr. Bryson, in partnership with
Mr. Alexander Fraser, carried on exteasive lum-
bering operations on the Upper Coulogne, under
the style of Bryson & Fraser, which firm were
also the owners of large timber limits.

The deceased was the second son of the late
Hon. George Bryson, and was born at Fort
Coulogne, Que., on November 3oth, 1849. He
received his clementary education in his native
village, afterwards attending the British American
Business College, Toronto, and also taking a
course in the military school at Montreal. He
entered his father’s office as clerk at anearly age,
and became a partner in his business in 1870.
Two years later he started on his own account,
and in 1873 formed a partnership with his brother
George, which lasted twenty years. Atthat time
the partnership was formed which existed up to
the time of his death.

Mr. Bryson entered public life as Mayor of
Mansfield in 1882, and in the same year was
elected to the Dominion House of Purliament as
the representative for Pontiac county in the Con-
servative interest. At the general elections of
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1887 he was again succes‘;ful defeating  the
Liberal candidate by a large mujority. 1n 1801
there was a threc-cornered contest, and by a di-
vision of the Conservative vote Mr. Bryson was
defeated, the constituency falling into the hands
of Mr. Thomas Murray, Liberal. Mr. Murray,
however, being unseated, Mr. Bryson defeated
him at the bye-clection the following year, and
has since that time represented the county.

In the year 1874 Mr. Bryson married Miss
Mary Bryson, daughter of the late Thomas
Bryson, M.P.DP., who died seven ycars later.
About two years ago he married Miss White, of
Montreal, who, with two children, survive him,

In his private life the subject of our sketch en-
joyed the reputation of being an honest, upright
and charitable man. The riches which he had
emassed were won by personal industry and hard
work, he being a business man of recognized
meritand standing.  In religionhe was a Presby-
terian, and will be much missed in the courts of
that body.

The estate of Mr. Isryson is valued at half a
mijllion dollars, and includes real estate, bank
stock, mortgages, etc. In his will he provides
amply for his wife and children, and requests that
his share of the timber limit held with Mr. George
Bryson, jr., shall be sold within a reasonable
time.

For a photograph of Mr. Bryson we are in-
debted to the courtesy of Mr Geo. B. Campbell,
who has been intimately connected with his lum-
bering interests for some time.

UNITED STATES FOREST RESOURCES.

SonMe valuable statistics regarding the extent,
condition and consumption of the forest resources
of the United States bave recently been compiled
by Mr. B. E. Fernow, Chief of the Division of
Forestey. The forest area of that country is
placed at slightly less than 300,000,000 acres.
On the Pacific Coast and ir ‘he Rocky Mountains
hardwoods are rare, the growth being mainly
spruce, fir and bull pine.  In the Southern States
are found hardwoods and pine, with spruce, fir
and hemlock in small quantities. Large quanti-
ties of hardwood are found in the Northern
States, while spruce is predominant in the Eastern
States. A rough estimate of standing timber
places the amount at 2,300,000,000,000 feet, and
the total annual cut is given as 40,000,000,000
feet B. M., 12,000,000,000 feet of which is pine,
5,000,000,000 spruce and fir, 3,000,000,000 oak,
and 7,000,000,000 other hardwoods. The con-
sumption increases from decade to decade in
greater proportion than the population, and new
industries like the wood pulp industry, add con-
stantly to the demand.

The imports of wood and other forest products
amounts to between twenty and thirty million

.dollars annually, and the exports between twenty-

five and thirty million dollars. The average price
per thousand feet of the various woods is: White
oak, $30.70; other oaks, $34.90; hard pine,
$24.40; white pine, $34.70; fir, $21.00; spruce,
$20.00; cedar, $40.00; cypress, $31.60. The
annual loss by fire is in the neighborhood of $23,-

000,000.

John Reid has the contract of cutting and hauling
lumber for Penber Bros., of Hiberni, N, B., who own a
portable saw mill at Summer Hill.  They will cut about
100,000 feet.




