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of happy memory, flew to the frontier with
tl]mt avdour whicl: has always distinguished
then,

Tho bLrave Genoral Brock, Licutenant.
tovornor of Upper Canadn, pergonally over.
looked the dofences ot Ningara and Detroit,
and centrusted to Major-Genoral Shaw tho
castern frontior, of which Kingston was tho
centro. Tho American Gencral Hull, Gov.
crnor of Michigan, sot out from the Ohio
with 2,500 men, for tho purpoeo of invadin
Canada, on the 12th of July, Ile crossed
tho Detroit and encamped at Sandwich, in
Upper Canada, with the intontion of invest.
ing Fort Malden, or Amhorsthurg, situated
somo leagues below. Several of his dotach.
ments wore dofeated by parties of our
soldiers and by the Indians. But none of
theso actions deserve such admirationas the
enterpriso of Rolette, The General Hunter
was in the port of Amlerstburg, when its
commander perceived an American vessel,
It immediately struck Rolette that tho
enemy’s corvetto might have something
valuable on board for Hull, and that agreat
service might be rendered if he could
succeed 1n capturing it. But how was ho to
offect this. 1lle had only cight men with
him. However, he did not hesttato: his
marines were Canadians, and ho knew them.
Wolaavo to Colonel Reynolds the recounting
of that truly remarkable exploit :—

 On tho 3rd of July, a brilliant achieve-
ment was performed by Licutenant Rolette,
a courageous little French Canadian, of
Quebec.  Ho was a lieutenant in the Pro.
vincial Navy. e found himself out of his
vessel, in a canoe with cight men, when he
saw a vessel approaching with the American
colours. He boarded it, and found himself
in the midst of Yankeo uniforms. Without
saying a word, he placed a sentinel upon
chests of arms, one at the ladder.of the
poop, ;and onec at the wheel ; then he gave
in a loud voice tho order to firo upon who.
ever might shew resistance. Besides the
crew, there were on board thirty-three sol-
diers. Recovering from their first surprise,
the Americans began to cast threatening
glances at their captors: but, fortunately,
the vessel was near a windmill on the Cana.
dian coast. Roletto, with the greatest
resence of mind, commanded thosteersman
n a loud voice to bring the vessel under the
guns of the battery. This sung froid had
the desired effect. Happily, & boat came
up at this moment, with somo men and an
officer, who aided him in keeping his prize,
which was the packe* Cayuga. It contained
the military chest, extra baggage, military
stores, and all tho correspondence of the
American army of Hull. This achicvement
was of much service to Brock. This action,
which displayed such boldness and imper-.
turbrble coolness was justly appreciated by
theleaders. Hear in whattermsitisspoken
of by the commander of the Provincial Navy
at that time, Georgo B. Hull:—

‘On board the Queen Chuarlotle,

‘ Amherstburg, Décember, 1812.

‘I cortify, by these presents, that Lieut.
Rolette, of Her Majesty's Frovincial Navy
on the lakes and frontiers of Canada, was in
command of the brig Gencral Hunler on the
morning of tho 3rd July, 1812: with o
portion of his crew he left the port and
boarded “The Cayuga Packet,’ an American
schooner, which had on board, besides the
crew, four officers and fourtcen men belong-
ing to tho American army; and that he
seized the said schooner, froighted with
munitions and baggagoe belonging to Gov-
ernor Hull, or to other officers. It was his
zeal for the service which induced him to
quit the General Hunier, for the purpose of

performing that splondid action, which ho
accomplished boforo he had rccoived any
assistanco from tho fleet of the port.'”

Sovoral lettors of congratulation were
nddrossed to Roletto on this occasion, from

orsons who tonk yarious ways of ncknow.

edging, iv the most marked manner, tho
gorvices which he had rendered. The
Americans themselves who hnd been madeo
l)risoners by himi could not help admirin

s courngo. Years aftorwards, Colono
Johnson, Major Longham, Licutenant Kings.
bury, all ot St. louis, receiving as their
ucst the son of Rolette, expressed to him
their admiration of his father's conduct, and
said that thoy could not understand how
they had been enchanted by that man.
His countenance was stern, said they, and
wo beheld him with awe, as soldiers who
receivo the orders of their captain.

Meanwhile, Hull, frightencd and defeated,
under pretext of concentrating his forces,
occupied Detroit with his avmy, before which
placo General Brock appeared unexpectedly.
Lieutenant Rolotto was among the number
of those who forced the American General
to surrender himself and his mmy as pri
soners, and to deliver up the fort of Detroit
and tho vast territory of Michigan. Here,
again, Rolette distingmshied himself, and
Brock, who had his cyes upon him, express
ed much satisfuction, I have observed
you," said the General, * during tha combat.
You looked like « lion. I shall remember
you." But the fute of thut brave officer is
known already : ho was killed a short time
afterwards, befora ho could do anything for
Rolette. The enemy's forces consisting of
threo divisions, had been alternately van-
quished and pursued beyond the lines, at
Detroit, Queenston, and Lacolle.

Notwithstanding theso reverses, the Ame-
ricans did not yiei;d to despair, but resolved
upon invading Canada again, and made
three divisions of their forces : tho army of
the West, commanded by General Ilarzison,
charged with operations on Lake Erie; the
army of tho Centre, under the command of
General Dearborn, charged with operations
on the Niagara frontier and on Lake Ontario;
and the army of the Nortb, commanded by
Genenl Hampton, directed against Iower
Canada.  Harrison had collected his forces
at tho head of Lake Erie, for the purpose of
attacking tho English at Detroit and at
Malden, a little below the left bank. Gen.
Winchester had como up to take possession
of Irenchtown, on Raisin River. Proctor
appeared suddenly before Frenchtown, Jan.
922,1813. A battle ensued. The Americans
gained possession of the arms; but the
victors had two hundred men killed and
wounded. Lioutenant Rolette, who served
in this action as a commissioned officer of
the artillery, distinguised himself. Some
testimonials from Proctor prove that here,
again, ho did not disgrace Ins past conduct,
but upheld his own name and that of the
nation.

After the taking of Frenchtown, some
struggles of less importance took place, but
nothing decisive was undortaken without
the co-operation of thenavy. Thetwo coasts
wore defended by fleets. Sir James Yeo
took tlie chief command of the English fleat
91 gave the command of the forces on
ILake Erie to Captain Barclay (1). Lieut.
Rolette, since June Sth, 1813, served as
commender on the schooner Chippewa, and
received orders to cruise near the American
coast, and to keep a journal of all his opera-
tions since he had been on the sloop Litile
Belt, the 8th June, 1813, and on the brig
General Hunter. Un the 17th of August,
1813, he received cemmand of the vessel
Detroity and the Major-General pronounced

tho most flattering cncomiums on his good
conduct and military abilities.

It was on tho 10th of Soptember, at Putin
Bay, that tho two fleots met; tho action
was gonernl and tho combat lested for four
hours. ‘The English fleot, ovorwhelmed by
numbers and by the wind, and greatly crip-
pled by the eonemy's shot, was obliged to
surrondor. Tho Canadians distinguised
themselves throughout, and Roletto fought
here ngain, althongh wounded when the
powder magazine of the schooner Lady
LProvost, on which ho sorved as Lioutenant,
explodod. Considerably burnt by the acei.
dont, ho was made prisoner of war and taken
to tho United States, whoro hie was kept as
 hostage by the American Government for
ncatly o year,

‘Throughout that war, Rolette conducted
himself Lravely, and made, on various occa-
sions, cighteen prizes of different values and
descriptions.  * During all tho timo that ho
served under my orders,’’ said the Com-
mander, Barclay, ‘his good conduet merited
my warmest approbation, and I congratulate
him as an officer and as a sailor.”” What
mental suflering must not the brave Rolette
have endured during that long captivity.—
Hostilities had not vet ceased, and he was
obliged to await in silence the result of the
war. As usual, those around him did not
fail to inform him of any news disndvanta.
geous to ls country, and often misrepro-
sented that which was good. Otherwise,
justice must be rendered to the Americans;
for Rolette had reason to felicitate himself
on tho good treatment which he received
from them, and tho respect they shewed
for lis merit. Shortly after the battle of
Frenchtown, General Proctor addressed to
him the following lotter :—

¢ Sandwich, Jan. 23rd, 1863.

* S, —ajor-General Proctor having par-
ticularly remarked your bravery in the
action of Frenchiown, on the 22nd instant,
has desived mo to offer you his sincere
thanks and tho assurance that he will letno
occasion pass to recompenso you as much as
shall be in his power.

41 have the honour to be
“FeLix ‘Trovenrox, L. R. Art.”?

During the action, Rolotto had been
dangerously wounded. Whilst lovelling n
field picce, a musket-ball struck tho back
ot his head and fractured a portion of his
skull; the wound was deomed very dan-
gerous, aswas proved by the certificate of
the surgeon, Dr. Richardson, bearing dato
the 1st of March, 1813. Reynolds gives the
following account of the circumstance i—
At the seige of Frenchtown, Proctor had
placed & gun at each flank of his column,
and one in the centre of the front, in such
positions that the balls of our own muskets
often touched our gumners. During the
action, Roletto came to me and zaid he was
ill, and that he suffered very much from a
pain in his head. I recommended him to
retire. The brave little Frenchman turned
towards me a8 if I had insulted him. He
told me that he had_becn chosen to serve a
gun, and that it would bean eternal disgrace
should heabsent himself. * Hold,” said he,
handing me a thick pocket handkerchief,
“bind this tightly round my head” T
rolled it closely round and bandanged Ius
head. “I feel better already,’ he said dnd
left me. After the action he returned;
#That handkerchief,’? said he, “has saved
my life ; look.”” In the folds of the hand-
kerchief 2 musket-ball was found. It had
partly pierced the silk, and was flattened on
one sidoagainst the skull. That skull must
have been very solid ; ne-crtheless, it was
all swelled and blackened to therightwhera



