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CORRESPONDENCE.
To lh; Rditor of ‘rh:\‘;ﬂu:!ccr Roview.
Couxty or Gury, January, 1867.

Sin,—As you invite discussion on the subject
of militia organization, I venture to ofter n fow
observations (it you consider them worth in-
serting in your journal) ns to what I consider
the cnsiost and most cconomical method of
gotting into working order the raw levies o
draft would give us,

I do not pretend to say what number of men
would be necessary for the proper defenca of
the country, that question mainly depending, 1
opine, on the amount of moncey the country can
aflord to spend for that purposs, but taking a
force of fifty battalions of first-cluss service
men as the contingent of Upper Canada, 1 shall
endeavor to show the cost and mode of working
cach battalion.

In the first place, the men having been nised
hy draft to serve a term of three years, I would
nppoint to each batialion an adjutant mud as-
sistant ag drill instructor and storcheeper, both
of them to be properly qualificd, and vesident
in the county in which the Lattalion is raised.
‘Tho adjutant should have entire control of the
battalion, and be responsible for its efliciency.
‘The first duty of the adjutant would be to di-
vide the battalion into company limits, and to
recommend for appointment as officers to
each company, where there is not a sufficicney
of military cadets, (provisionally) men whom
he may judge can be nade officers of.  In near-
Iy overy county tor.n there is, or shortly will
be, a drill shed s.dicient to handle a company
in rewe 2 aer outlay would be required on
wnat nead; but in addition Government should
crect & bamack capable of accominodating n
company of 75 men, It would require to be
ﬂttquixp with the usual barrack furniture, and
accommodation, to confain arms for onc com-
pany aud clothing (which nced not for dri’l
purposcs be more expensive than the militrgy
school uniform) for the entire battalion. As
the majority of the men of the Lattalion wonld
bo composed of the agriculturnl population, it
is very desiruble that the period of the year
they can best spare from their farm work should
be selected for drill, and 1 should take from
the first November to the end of March for
that purposc, obliging cvery company in rota-
tion to go into barracks during that period for
o term of fifteen days, during which time they
should be treated exactly as a company of regu-
lars, and drilled by the adjutant and assistant—
the officers and non-commissioned officers be-
ing further helped on by attending adjutant's
class in the cveningg, Atthe end of the fifteen
days the company would return its clothing
into storecand be dismissed home, and su~ceed-
ed by the mext one on the list. The term of
sexvice belng three years, I would pursuc this
course with the battalion for two years, at the
¢nd of which time the officors and men would
have gained sufficient knowledge of their duties
to gustify bringing them together asa battalion ;
and aclordingly, dircctly after harves. of the
third,year, I would bring the battalion to head-
quarters, billet.it on the town, and drill it as a
battalion for fiftécn days, at the end of which it
should be inspected by the district staff officer,
dismissed. from Turther service, and the next
batialion dsafted. * The men of the old bat-
talion _should, for. + a reserve liable to be called
into service if required for another torm of
three years, the officers being attached to the
new battalion. As the success of this plan
would depend greatly upon the zeal and ability
of the Adjutant; his fitness for the post should
be judged of by the condition he had Ybrought
hjs battaljon to at the end of the third year.
Up fo that time he should be left as untrammel-
ed ag possible T believe most military men
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are ollopiniun that it tukes a year to mako a
soldicr, but that depends maindy on the instruc.
tor.  1am satisfied from pructical expericnce,
having beou employed deilling for the Inst five
years, that fifteen days conscentive delll will fm-
part to the majority of men of this country a
vory fuir knowledge of squad and company
diill, quite sufficient, if thelr ofifcers are up to
battalion wark, to alfow them with o few days
additional practice to be worked as Lnttalions,

Many persons argue that it ix necossary to
bring all the men togother at once in hattalion,
Sumpiug to the conclusion that it is tho mien
who tequite battalion dril}, whereas, corapara.
tively speaking, thoy requiro very littlo boyond
cmn}mny drill—every hattalion movement de-
r -nding on the knowledge of theiroflivors, who
+an alwinys nequire such knowwledge by having
skoleton drill amongst themsoltves, andl tho in.
convenicice and oxpense of bringing a lurgo
body of men together bofore they huve acquir.
ed any knowledge of their drill is not counter.
acted by any corregponding gain, cither in the
shape of discipline or acqumntance with the
dnily routine of a soldier's life, ns they can ac-
quire a very fair knowledge of that by being
brought into barmcks Ly companics at a time,

I will now endeavor to cstimate the cost of
cach battalion leaving out the Field Officers,
who might be appointed but would not be re-
qyirod unless the battalion was in active ser-
vice :—

ers, $
T30 mnen, 15 days pay at ..., ..., 2,849
“ # rations at 0, .. ,..... 5,500
30 Co. Officers, pay for Lo days.......... 1,360
Adjutant—salary for vear ..., ..., 1000
Asgistant  « B e 400
750 Military School Suits at $5,
3750~1 year's wear and tear.. 1,260
Stationery, Wowd, Medical at-
tendance, L .. 150
Yearly cost of Battalion........ S12,400
Firot vutlay for Battalion, Bat-
rachs and Furnituve..,......... . $1,300

The wqrking cost of fifty battalions at this
rate would be $620,450 per year, with a first
cost of $56,000 for barracks and furnjture.

Of course uich battalion would require to
have kept in store at the head-quarters of the
district to which i¢ belonged a complete equip-
ment of anmns, olothing and stores to enable it
to take the field if required ; but as it might be
years beforo such stores would be in use I do
not include them in the yearly cost.

Your obed't seyvant,
Mitiria,
e e

Written e The Voluntecr Boviow,
MARTIAL MUSBIC.

 The man that hath not music tn hiaseif,
Nor tsuot inoved with concord of swect sounds,
Is fit for tredsons, treiegeins and spolls.
1Let no such man bo trustod.”
—Slaskespeare.

So wrote th Band of Avon, more than two
hundred years ago, and we repeat it to-day,
and affirma that cvery word—every single word
of it is relatively and absolutely true. The
man that cannot appreciate sweet music,—~wheo
docs not feel his pulse to quicken—cvery nerve
of his body to stiffen—every muscle to swell, ot
the strains of a good military band playing
some of those thrilling oid martial airs, is
cither a quaker ora Fenian. He is no ovdinary
specimen of the genus homo. He Jacks & most
cssential portion of common humanity-—the
part that softens asperitics, smoothes over ine-
qualitics,blendsand harmonizes incongruities of
character. When we compared him to o Fe-
nian, it was not 8 meaningless comparison, for
if wo remenber correctly, that patriotic collec-
tion of cut-throats, when they crosed at Fort

_ -L:Lllll. R

Eric had no band with them—not n solitary in-
strument to herald their approach, or to pro-
clatim the boon of Hberty thoy were ready to
confer upon Her Majesty’'s oppressed lioges.
Were ever words of prophet more absolutely
verlficd to the letter.  Tho F. B's proved that
they were fit for « trensons, strntegomns and
spoils " (espeeinlly tho Iatter) to the ontire
ratisfuction of every farmer between Ridgeway
and Fort Erie, + d to quite o suflicient extent
to triutuphantly cstablish tho correctness of our
parallel.  The phenologists will tell us that
much can be learmned of o man's charactor from
tho shape and size of his hands and fect, and
higs tread and gait in walking, but we assert,
and wo think fow save the unhappy class itself
will dispute us in onr assertion, that. quite ub
much ean bo Judged of the character of o mah
by ascertaining the amount of his taste for
music. If he has no ear and cannot, to save his
head, tell when the band Isplaying * God Save
the Queen” or # Puddy would y* Now,” we
pwintain ho i3 not a responsible being, and
ought not to be trusted with even tho office of
pound-keeper, and ghould be forever incapaci-
tated from shouldering a Snidor<Enfield; Music
is n part of our * spark of immortality,” Har-
mony within implics congeniality and rational-
ity without, It is$he keystone of the arch, and
the cable which connects us with dnother
world,

But wlat we wished mgré particularly to
speak on the subject of misie, was to rémark
how badly the luck of.good bands is felt by the
"Volunteer fo1ce of7the cvintry generally. Of
course in largo eitity like Toronto, Hamilton,
London and Montrenl; thieko is less cause for
complaint, Lt in maniy of t:¢ County Battalions
tho absence of & good band is goverely felt and
lamented. Thero are alwgys men cnough to
be found in the five or six hundred composing
a battdlion who pliy upan varlous instrusents,
or who possess suflicient mnusical taste and
ability to apeedily ng¢quire very tolerable pro-
ficiency, with comparatively little instruction,
to form a regimental bind on a small seale.
The difticulty, however, docs not consist in the
dearth of musicians but in ue costliness and

trouble in procuring suitable musical instru-
ments. If by any chance there is a local or
> illage band near tho head-quarters of s bat-
talion, of course, their services are usually call-
ed in, but the absence of uniform for these
nondescripts ; their limited knowledge of mar-
tial and military music ; the cost of employing
them, are facts too well known to officers who
are umortunate enough to hold commands be-
yond the suburbs of cur large cities. The ex-
penses in connection with the employment of
thesé bands ukually come out of their pocxets
—cqually in the case of hiring or of forming a
band. Kor in the one case they must be paid,
in the other the cost'of instruments, music and
instruction must be met. 2Mow, this is not as it
‘ghould bo, and we trust that some means will
bo discovered of meoting and obviating this dif.
‘ficulty, cithe- by the civilians and wealthy in
the several locy’ tics subscribing liberally to
assist in defrayi.g tho outlay in these cases or
“by the Government making some provision for
granting somo sum to cach batialion for the
support of a-good and efficient military band.
No one appreciates so thoroughly a5 the soldier
the valué of. a genuine soul-stirring march or
qiiickistop. ‘Itrelioves the tedlum of many o
drill and parade and is onc of the greatest in
ducoments that can be offered to young men to

voluntcer.



