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fought witlh tho tactics of the day, such as 1
hava already descrised to you, 1le himsoll’
tellshow, on the niorning of the battle, he
found the Austvianz in cwtonments dise
porsed several iles apart, and, instead of
atonco attacking them, as he would bave
dono later onin his career, ho bogan to
drawup his army, *secundum artem,’ as
it was then considered, and of course gave
the Austrians time {o do thesame.

Leaving -Frederick the Groat's time, and
passing on to the time of Lho early Republi-
can wars, wo find that all the continental
armics had adopted more orless Frederick's
rystem of fighting in two greatlines of three
or four deep.

The French Republican Armies first shiat-
tered this system, by adopling a line of
tactics which was, as it were, forced upon
them. They found themselves called upon
to fight with these highly dnlled and dis-
ciplined armies without being either, them
selves, and not having the time to become
80, they thercforo adopted a systetn winch
took less time to learn. Thoy broke thenr
srmies into small columns which marched
indepeadently lo the spot where the line
was to be taken up, and as these compact
bodies presented good marks for the
cnemy’s artillery, they drew in advance
swarms of skirmishers, the smoko of whose
firing and the confusion caused thereby,
very much conceiled and assisted the ad:
vance of +heir columns,

This syslem which was suitable for the
dash and &lan of the French soldier, enabled
the Republican armies to beat their
enemies, and gave them tlime to organ:
ize'and dril! their armies in 2 more re
gulur and careful manner afterw irds,

Napoleon is crediled with having said
that  ‘“to retain a superiority over the
encmy in battle, it is necessary to change
tho system of taclics every 10 years,” and
yot he was not a tactician, and did not at-
tempt to meddle much with tactics, but ac
cepted those he found in usein the Re
publican armies, and whicli may bie designa-
ted “the column with skirnushers.” H.
made, however, sevoral great chungesin
organization. He wado tho cuips d'armée
(the idea of which he took from Moreau)
which was a small army complete in ilsell
m everything., 1e also massed his civalry
and artillery, anddid great things with them
on many occasions,

His defeat of the Prussians at Jena and
Auerstadt, gavo the finul bLlow (6 the pres-
tige of Frederick’s system of taclics, and
tho French system becatne moro or less tho
model for tho armics of Europe. From
what has been said, you will observe, that
tvoof the greatest chinges in tactlics in

modera times have resulted from other cir
cumstances than actuil iwmprovement in
arms,

‘Tho English alono adhered Lo the line-
formation and used tiwo ranks instead of,
three. This bas been accounted for Ly:
saying that all our battles were fought on:
the dofensive, for which the line is moro,
suitable. Now, it is true, that most of our
battles in the Peninsula were defensive
ones owing to our inferiority in numbers,
It cerlainly they wero not all defeusive,
and yet in those, our line formation did not
fail us, nor didit at Alma. Tho line foima-
lion gave & gro.t advautage in its extend:
ol line of fire, aud tho probable reason
that other nations gave it up, was that they
could not, as we could, trust their soldiers
toreceive tho attack of a column in line.

Moreover, tho column formation gave con:

fidenco to the men,mlich more so than that

of the lino formation.

A great improvement took place in the
infuntry weapon, by the introduction of the
percussion Jlock, about 18423, but no
change in tactics resulted from it. At the
siega of Sepastopol no change taok place,
Thoe Minié rifle was, hnwever, firsl used
there, and though our men were unskilled
in ils uzo, the Russiwns suflered groatly
from s fire at a range which astonished
them.

We next come to the campaign in Italy,
in 1859, Uore we finid a greater usg made
of skirmishers and alonger style of attack,
and for the first time the skirmishers in
stend of only coveiing the attack, actually
altacking. Jn this campnaign also rifled
cannon was first used, and one of its eflects
was, that owing toits range, its fire reached
the Austrian re<erves, who were pnsted at
what was then considlered the usual dis-
tanco for reserves (o be posted at, 50 75 o
he out of range of the cnemy’s ortillery.
But altogether there was no very great
change in the existing tactics to be observ
ed. The War in Denmark seems to have
afforded no information to anyon:e but the
one Power in Europe. who had been quietly
for nearly half a century, preparing itsell
to agnin surprise the world if not to “ witch
it, with its noble feats of arms.”

Having tried their” prentice hand on the
Danes, the Prus sians turned and grappled
Austrin by the thioat, and it was then and
not till then, as Colonel Ches«ney remirks
in his admirable lecture, on “the Studv of
Military Scidnce in time of Peace,”* that
we found *‘there had been chunges made
by Prussia during peaceful yeurs, i orgni-
zition, in administration, in tactics, v ar
mament, and m strategy, such as the world
never saw before.”” All Europe was in
amazenent, somae nations in alarm. ‘The
breechloader. which had hitherto been op
posed, was declared to have been the sole
cause of the Prussian success, aud to gpeak
metaphozically, Europe resounded with the
din of armourers making hrecchloaders.
Bat it soon becane evident that the new
arm required new tactics, and every onc be-
g to enquire into the tactics of the con-
querors.

Shortly after the needle gun had been
issued to the Prussiang, their Generals had
an ider thay fewer skirmishers would be
required  than  belore, owing to the
superiority of firo induced by the loading
#t the breecch; but a little experience
showed thers that tie contrary was the
ease.  ‘Their actual tactics in 1565 consisted
of moving in columns; of narrow front,
cither half battalun columns or company
columns; cach of theze colutnus throwing
out out clouds of skirmi-hers, «with sup-
ports, which gradually pressed forward and
reinforeed the skirmishers, thus lengthent
ing .nd thinning the line as they mturally
inclined towards the flinks; the small
solumnus sometintes pressing forwand antd
firing volleys. on which at the tine the
Prussizns placed great confidence. This
system of atlack was by no means sgthat had
been Inid down by the Prussians in their
drill-books, but the cirsum-tances oi tho
Lase forced 1t-on them, and lackiy their
men and officers had intellect nud ¢ wti-
dence enough in one another to adaptl 1t
even after the eampaign had begun.  Uhus
tho normal order of battle for a D, ussisn
infantry battalion wasin a double column
of divisions (balf companics) “ormed on the
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two contre divisions ; yet most of tho light.
ing in 1866 wasg done with their now cale~
brated company eslumn.

It miny perhiaps be as well here lotco how
this company column is formed.

‘The compnny is in peacetime 200, and 1n
war time, 250 strong. When in liune, it
consists of two divisions of three ranks ench,
When in column, it considts of thien
divisions in column each of two ranks, with
an interval of six paces between each. the
rear division being formed from tho skir-
mishers who conetitute the third and when
the company is in line. S$>that six ranks
are presented to the enemy’s fire, or four
ranks when tha skirmishers are out, in
which case, by the two front rinks kaeel-
}pg, the wholo four can deliver their
ire

Before he Franco'Prussinn war, great
<tress was Vil {rom the supports, by the
Prussians, but they bad not then fought
against breech loaders. Now they confess
that the breechlonder hias go increasol the
employment of skirmishers in action, that
volleys can rarely bo used. Attacking with
heivy columus is now a thing of the pust,
As Bognastowski says in his excellent work,
*The Campaign, 1870 1, **The realsccret
of infantrv fighting, apeuking in general
terms, now congists in s0 regulating and
controlling the independent action of the
individval soldier, and of the leaders of n
tactical unit as to facilitate, a8 far s may
be, the direction of the fight without losing
the advantages of that same independent
self reliange.””

Great clouds of skirmishers and smalt
tactical units, that is the form for infane
try.”

The French dil mike somea alteration in
their tactics after the introductton of 1heir
breechloader, but wo now know that they
did not apgpreciate tho real tactical powers
of the weapon, and they trusted too much
to the superiority of rango and rapidity of
fire of the Chasspot

During the war of 1870-71 this suporiority
of range w a positive drawhick to the
French, as it tempted them to fire nt umpos:
sible distances, and to throw away their an
munition,

The Prussians were taught a few lessons
also during the campaigin, Ono was that
front attick amiinst breechloaders under
cover wis m ulness; another was to show
any coiumn w.tlan rifle range was equally
madness ;another was the unadvisability of
volley firin;g in most cases, awnrd tho neces-
sity of prepuring all infantry attakes by a
tremendaous lire.of artillery ; another, that
it is destruction for mfantry o retire 1 the
open under thgfire of an cnemy srmed with
breechloaders.

Let us now try and rodize a baltle fold
of the present day. Eaornnous clouls of
skirmishers, advancing firning. now halun,
now disappearing, now rusting forward i
litte cluwps, Supports an 1 reservos crows:1-
ing to the front, and merging themselves
in the front line, whicd longthens itself out
on both flinks, no large columns of troops
visible, perhaps lines deployed av open
order. Gans mnssed in position. Cavidey
scen in smll bodies hovering about out of
range. In fack save for the smnke and din
of firo arms and artillery, ono anght faucy
one was gazing on onc of the mélée tights of
the midd'e ages. But how different n
raality.  Thore is order in all thit disorder,
every individual cngrged being more op
less in hand and in the highest state of dis+
clpline and training. ‘This description of &

odern battle field, imperfect as it is, may
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