VOLUNTEER STATISTICS

Fhe * Volunteor (Eng.) Seavice Gazette, hav.
g pubbished at vanous tunes statistics of the
volunteer corpm in Engiand, Wales, wid Scot-
land, has the tollowing remarks upon the puni-
tion hedd by three bianches of the sersice —
“The light horse, who stand tust m order of
precedence, furaish 11 corps and =43 entolled
wmembers, and e distributed over cght coun-
trics , 63 por went of these tank as eflic »nt, and
53 per cent as extia eflicient  In point of num-
bers the list is headud by the well-Anown Hunt-
ingdon corps, with a fair number of efticients |
an the other haud, we are sorry to seo that the
Gloucester corps returns u blank of ¢ficients
The monnted titles, whom, though by strict
rank they come after the artillery and engineors,
it will be couvenient to notice here, sond 384
emolled mewbers, dispersed umongs seven corps
and five counties, the largest of them being the
only Reotch represent. ives.  Uno return hus
not been received. They have 18 per cent of-
ncrents, and consequently beat the light horse
by 10, Un the whole, then, we have 1227 vol-
unteer hovsemen, o number which, with the
Enghsh passion tor fox-hunting and stecple-
chasing, we ciunot hielp thinking ought to bw
lagely increased.  ‘To show that real sport is
to be obtaned out ot the mounted drill, we have
only to reter to the accounts which havo ap-
peared in this paper of the inspections of the
Lamous Hants mounted ritles, and of field days
ot the Duke of Manchester's corps.  Only one
county, Devon, puts in an appearunce in both
lists , she has three corps ot ench dlass, and
numbering in all 208, stands at the head of oir
cavalry force,  The artillery, who come next,
we haveatways looked upon asa most import-
aut feature in our ranks,  The anuual meeting
at Shoeburyness comes neat only to Wimble-
don in point of interest to volunteers, and we
are glad to say that the service of the ng guns
is continuously increasivg., The number of
counties, using the term of course in its volun-
teer sense, who support artillery corps s in
England 42, with 129 coips ;i Wales 4, with
9 corps - und in Scotland 26, w.th 74 corps. ‘The
force is thus walely scattered, and that the daii
is deservediy popular is shewn by the high rate
of eflivients which s returned, Jeing 80 per
cent 1 England, 8% in Wales, and 82 in Scot-
land, making 51 per cent over all. There are
sume interesting cases in these tables, which
show that it is not only the smaller detach-
ments which can return a goudly array of efici-
suts.  Luncashire. which heads the English list
in point of numbers, with 6011, stands sccond
in the cilicicnt hist, with 93 per cent. ; while in
Scotland, Lunarkshire. which has her whole
strength united into n single brigade, ranks first
in both lists, with 1274 curolled members, and
nearly 99 per cent of these efficient.  The coun-
lies with o seaboard claim, of course. a privi-
leged interest in artillery, and the opportuni-
tics they have of practice are greatly in their
favor ; but we ohserve that there are several in-
lund «ounties who have prepared themselves to
tako part in the duty of manning and defending
anr forts and garrisons, and perhaps some play-
ul expertence of this Kind may be given this
vear at Dever, as part of our Easter Monduy
campuign.  England, we lind, hius @ complement
of 24700 artillerymen | Wales (with one return
outstanding,) 1152 ; and Scotland, 8761 ; mah-
myg in all 33,685, and of these the so-called -
clicients number lessthan one-fifth.

The engineers, a smaller body,batalso an in-
creasing one, are distributed among 14 coun-
tier, with 17 corps ~ ‘T'hey are spotted chietly
throughout England, Scotland having only one
and Wales.  ‘The number th.s year is 5233, and
of these 83 per centare returned efficient, and
it per cent eatma efticient.  But these tables
peint out the weak as well as the strong ; and
1t 18 with great regret that we see that the last
three in pointt of efliniency are Middlesex, the
Tower Hamlews, and City of London.  We ask
oir Metropolitan volunter-a, whether they may
not tahe u Jesson from soluy of the largoe towus
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m the notth 2 It is ttue that among the engi-
heers, Lancashire stands but one place above
Middlesex, but thut place represents no slizht
difference, ax the tigties show,”

- o Wy > —--- —~
FRENCH COMPLIMEN'ES TO EXNGLAND.

The Laris ¢ Avenir Nutiouale * has the fol-
lowing :—* T'he English, who are perbups at
this moment the only people of calm judgment
n all Lurope, arc asking themsclvus if the pos-
session of Luxembuig would componsate for
the mirfortunes which must inevitably result
from a war between PFrance nnd Germany.
The ¢ is uo uced to xay what is their atswer.
The ¢ Times " does not think that the posscssion
of Luxembury is esseutinl to cither of the pow-
ers who seem to wish to dispute it with arms in
their hands  France, mistress of Luxembury,
would appear to it however n menace to Bel-
gium and, up to a certain point, to England
though this docs not inthe lenst mean that zhe
thiuks of departing from ha neutrality.  We
give the opinion of the English for what it i
wort" ; the discredit into which that opinion
has for some timo fullen is well-known ; the
great politicians have come to tuke no more ac-
count of it thun ot that of a third, or even a
fourth-rate power, if there aro any. It 13 not
surprising,’ say they, ‘ that a power which £ys-
tematioally stands aloof frem ull the great Eur-
opean questionn should not understand the im-
portance of the Luxemburg sjuestion ; in thut
tscintion Englund will end by losing the lxl't!c
prestige she Ind left—Fize Brassue’  To
which the Enghsh vught reply—* If to syste-
matically stand aloof from all the great Kuio-
peen questions 18 to give rise to nune, evidently
your repronch is well founded . if to be one of
the richest, the most intelligent, and nbnyc all,
one of the freest nationg in the world, is not
suflficient to give prestige, we certainly have
none ; however we do very well without any
Happy the nations whose governments have no
need of prestige.  Tojattain the vague object
which ot trace out with that name, England
would need n army ot four or five hundred
thousand inen witheut counting her navy : after
that, no nore budgets with a surplus, or even
i cquilibrum but anincrease of burdens
which the government could not impose upon
the nation without producingone of those ques-
tions of which vou speuk, aud which nre only
European in this scnse, that they }hreuwn tl}c
great interest of civilization in Europe. We
are without prestige, it you will . but we are
rich, tree, happy, aud, 1f attacked 1t would soun
be sgens that we have some troops and vessels
left capable of defending, although without
prestige, our uative land, and domestic hearths.
As for you, fight and_rmn yourselves since you
call that prestige!  The great politicians will
shrug their shoulders. We consider the British
reasoning not without sound sense.
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FORELGN MILITARY NEWS.

BrexcH-LOADERS ¥or THE FRENCH. — Dunng
the last few weeks onders for 40,000 breech-
loading muskets have been teccived Ly the
manufucturers in England from the Fren-h
Government. Large numbers have been de-
livercd, and the remainder are being completed
with the utmost expedition.

Nzw Fony or Grx-Cotron.—Messis Prenticr,
of Stowmarhet, have invented and brought to
a cousiderable approach to perfection g vew
form of gun-cotton. ‘Lhe cotton is reduced to
apulp, and then made into either gnuns or
discs. It is said by the ¢ Pall Mall Garette’
that sportsmen of note have expressed high

opinions of 1ts propelling powers, its ficedom
from smoke and recoil, and (ven in maay in-

stanccs of its regularity of action
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‘Tue. Sainer Rivee.—'the Snidet bicech-load-
g ritle hns been adopted ax the military wm
of ingland, Belgium, Tuvkey, and Egypt  Oug
of a total of 94,840 rounds fired in experiment
trinls at Woolwich, with this weapon, the total
tmlures, including missing the tnrget at Hon
yards, amounted to 341,

A sew gunbout, named the ‘Cromer,’
was launched from the Portsmouth gunbou
yuid on the 201d ult.  Her diwensions are the
same us the ‘Cherub’ and ¢ Minstrel, previonsls
launched from Huslar, and sho was named by
the duughter of the master builder ot Ports-
mouth I «hyard, H. Cradock, Esq.

New Reaveatioas ror Vorrntexr Crass Fue
ixa.—The new regulations for the musketn
instruction of the atmy ure to be applicd to th
Velunteer foice.  The matenal alterations m.
—that recruts will e their first peniod at S,
100, 150, and 200 yurds, instend ot ut 150, 2o,
250, nad 3yo yards; and that in hring at st
clans ranges any position mny be used, mstend
of the men, as at present, being compelied to
fire from the knee in the Hythe position.

‘T'ne Hxvogs or Luckyow.—~The 11th Biigad
Fidld Artillery, on return from the East Indics,
have just landed at Dover, and proceeded te
Shorndiffe.  They had been engaged in the
Ludknow campauign, and hud been out for mnany
years,  Among the arrivalz was a remmkably
fine specimen of the black bear of India fcarm.
vora minoru), which was captured in the jungh-
in the Bengal Presidency. e was captured
when a cub, and has now lost all his carniverons
propensities.  The collection of birds is splen-
did.  Thete are parrots, parroquets, cochiatoos,
the yellow legred olorin, and some of the most
beautiful specimens of the Eastern land.—
[London (lobwe.

Drownepa, which wasattacked by the Fenians
during the lust taing, is alieady famous in the
annals of Irish kistory. 1t was 8 princpal ceu-
desvous for the forces which were so frequently
required in Ulster between the fourteontd and
seven.centh centuries  In 1649 it wasstori g
by Cromwell and its gurrison put to the swad,
and in 1690 it rexisted the attack of a diviston
of King Wilhiaw's army,  Within two miles !
its walls—some remmins of which anly now
exist—was fought the faiaous “ Battle ot the
Boyne.”  Cuastle Martyr, also mentioned i
despatches, is 18 miler gom the ety of Corh i
that county,  {ts nevulation is nearly 1500,

Tue Memtterraseas Freer.~The iron.lads
in the Mediterranean tleet are : The Prince
Consort, 135, Capt. Ingleficld; the Ocean, 24.
Capt. C. 8. Stanhope; the Royal Oak, 34, Capt
the Hon. G. D). Keane; the Resistance, 18, Capt
Hillyar, and the Enteiprise, 4, Com. G~
Bosanguet.  The flagship of Lord Clarence
Paget, the Admirmal in command of the Medi-
ferninean station, is the Victorin, screw, 102,
There are geveral frigates and smaller vesselx
of war in the tlect.  Among tho frigates theie
arc the Arethusa, 39, the Endymion, 21, and
Galatea, 26, commanded by the Duke of Edin-
burgh, may also be counted as one of the Meds-
terranean command.  Besides, theie are the
Cruiser, the Cochatrice, the Caradod, the Tyrnian,
the Racer, the Phyche, the Hydra, and the,
Wizard.—Gibraltar Chronicle.

GALLANT Conpi'cT OF A VOLUNTERit.—AS Geo.
Loudon, full private 101st Royal Lanaikshite
Voinnteers, was returning with his masters
horse and gig from Motherwell to Newarthil'
a short time since, he wis obstructed on hi
way between Corsington Brig and Cleek-him-ii
Toll by three sturdy fellows who would not ge
out of the way, one of whom latterly scized th
horse, while the other two surrounded ths
wachine,  George applied the whip, and the
horse springing to the (a)), the shast of the

was



