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the manner of performing it must have
regard to that object. Now this is often
too much forgotten on the peaceful parade-
grounA1, and I fear has been disregarded in1
many of the proposed changes in drill latcly
mooted.

No one denies that the Red Book, like
overy thing elso that is human, is suscepti-
ble ofimprovement. But there are different
modes of suggosting iruprovomonts. These
inay be proposed in a inannor wbich will
ensure for them a full and fair hearing from
those who are chîefly concornod in the
question, and have the power to givo effect
to them ; and thoro is another mode, which
arouses aIl the prejudices which vory natur
ally may oxist in favour of a system long
established, and under which our troops
have so ofton been led on to victory. Now,
Sir, I venture to say that the modifications
proposed by Colonel Brunel and, others are
calculoted to stir up ail these projudicos
against thom, and were thoy evon ail im-
provonients, which I cannot admit, to
seriously-damage their chance of an im-par-
tial consideration from military men.

It is one thing to propose modifications
of a systeni, but quite anothor thing to
propose to uproot that system by making
such radical changes, not only in move-
ments, but in the very ordor and formation
of a battalion, and necossarily in that of the
larger combinations of troops-changes,
too. that for the life of me I can see no
sufficient okject or advantago to be gained
by thoir adoption. Whon a systomn of drill
is introduced to our attention as the " No
front system," or the "lNo pivot syLqtoni."
1 arn not surpri8ed that the military authori-
ties should be slow to believe that the
dotails of a system based on sucli an anoma-
ly iu dru! 'could furniali anything worth
adopthing. C

Colonel Brunel. to whose "lReformed
Drill" I ar n6nw more especially roferring,
seems to think that the terni I"front" has
only reference to the body of troops- under
hie command, and that the direction in
which they face constitutes thoir front,
"éexcepi "-and horo Il think he begs the
question- "expect during a temporary retire-
ment." Rtirement! froruwhat? Conclud.
ing that Colonel Brunel manoeuvres bis
rogimont as if in the presence of an enemy,
this retiremont must be from the permanent
front, and that front is the position of the
enomy!1 The front of an army, and of ovory.
regiment in that army when in the field, is
the position of the foc against which that
army is operating. But I shalt be told that
this does not meot the question. Suppose
a lino to be suddenly attacked in rear, what
then ? I reply that such an actack can be
quite as well met by the order Il Righi about
face" as by that of Righi abo/ut front."
There ks a change in the word of command,
but no othor change that I can se. The
supornumorary renk can be got rid of in
the very same manner and quite as quickly
in the one case as in the othor, and a volley
delivored against the assailants with et least
oqual rapidity under the prosont systeni.
No, Sir, we can never do away with " front"
in mnanoeuvring so long as we have a sup-
posed enemy before us, and I confess 1
cannot se what edvantage is to be garned
by doing away with a "'front rank " and a
"rear rank " ini the formation of a rogiment

on parade. 1 as1ý any of the advocates of
the "lNo front'" sYstem to point out what
they eau -6- bettor or more rapidly in any
one of thé ýnovements authorized in the
Fiéld'IU.râiie. What advantage have thcy
to ôiree:ïn*jýle f the many and great
advantages arising out a permanent front
and rear rank? I confuis I can se@ none.

"'The front," says Colonel Brunel, "will
always ho in the direction in which the men
are facing or- movingy." I submit that in
war it caunot ho so, and lu support of
this opinion I quote again the concluding
paragrapl inluthis clause as follows: "lexcept

there is a permanent front fromn which thie
retiremont is made.

1 have said that the ulterior obýjoct of a
movemen t seems ofteu forgotton by some of
the writers who advocate radical changes
lu our system of drill. Thoy seem satisfied
if they save a few seconds of ime, or a few
luches lu the distance te be passed over,
while other important points are overlooked.
For example, lu deploying to engage an
enemy it seonis te, be forgotten, or not
understood, that uothing telle so effectually
as the succession of volleys from oaci coin-
pany as it takes its place lu lino. I caunot
therofore agroe with those who propose to
bring tho companles inte lino by file, that they
may open fire as each takes its place. This
would ho te lose the offect of the volley, or
thoy must wait till ahi have formed up
before iL eau be delivered. and, in my
opinion, moving into huie lu this manner
would ronder the mon loss steady than if
they moved up together in to the alignment.
There is a great deal in the -1touch " lu
proservlng stoadiness undeî- ire, and thue
mor-e square a company goeq inte, lino the
more steadily wihl thoy hait and the moi-o
etFlectually give their volley.. Colonel Brunel recomruends bis mode of
wheeling luto lino by the statement that
"lu r, battalion of 600 mon, 300 rifles may
be et work by tlie time the wheehl one
haîf comploted." But had Colonel Brunel
knowu the staggoring and fatal effeets of a
well-delivered volley on wheeling a lattaion
iute lino, hoe nover would have beld up this
looso and scattered fle-firing cf ecd man
as ho took bis place in lino as auy î-econ-
mendation of, his aysatem. Iiut if it were
desirable, the sainie thing could be equalhy
well accomplished by the whee! lu the usual
way. Tho mon of thle inueî- subdivisions
w'ould cof course be in lino before those cf
the outer, and if flle-firing vwas te ho the
rule 300 rifles wvould as etfectualhy be at
work "lby the tume the wheeh was baîf
completed."' As to wlieelin±g froni open
columu into lino to either flank, it is already
done every day, and so is the, formation cf
lino, on the movo froni quarter-distance
Columu to either flank upon the roar corn.-
pany. And although not lu the Ried Bock,
this movemnt is a most valuable one,
beceuse you open fire at once fromone
cempany, land(lthus cover and clefend Lie
nievenuent. This (,iject, 1 venture te say,
lies at the very root cf ail improvements lu
drill. Every mevemonit shouldbehoeordlei--
ed as to bîiug, if possible, soie portion
cf the bat talion or brigade into immediate
action, 80 as te cover it. Thtis is the great
advautage gainod by the new rule foi-
deploying on the front company. lu action
that company would at once delivor the
volley and commence file-firing,-and thus
cover the depîcymient. The old mode cf
deploying on a centre or tlîe rear company
left the battalion defenoeless for a time.
And this leade te the remark, thlat our
preiont mode cf forming company squ'uros
is faulty lu tliis respect. Insteadlofformingy
close columu of sections on the second
section, which admits cf ne defence durîng
the formation., the coluins sheuld ho formed
lu reai- cf the right centre section, se that
an immediate lire might ho opened fi-oui
tiat section upen the approachi.g Cavalî-y,
and the imovenuont thus defenided.

In one proposed change of Col. Brunel's
I cordially concur, and have long wished to
seo it adopted by the service. 1 allude to
the formation of line to the front or rear
from open columu of companios at the liaIt.
The prosent mode of wheeling back the
companios into echellon and then moving
theni into lino is a slow and cumbrous
proess. The simple mode is to move the
companies into lino in theo Lame mannor as
we formi company from colunin of subdivi-
sions-namely, by tho companies to be
movod making a haîf face to the flank
namied, and nmoving into lino at the quick
or doulble.4

But I1înust not extend this lotter. Let
me rnerely say in conclusion that th4*real
question for the considerî4tion of the au-
thorities is not whether this movement or-
that iu the f6e14 exercse eau be modifled
and iniproved, but whether some entirely
new systemn of field evolutions is not abso-
lutely necessawy-a system adapted te the
great changes which have taken place in
the imff)loments of war, and the arms in the
hand of the soldier. The wars of the future,
and the mode of fighting the battles conse-
quent on these wars, have become a most
interesting subjoct of speculation temilftary
mon. The vastly'extended power of range
possessed by the modemn rifle, the extraor-
dinary accuracy end procision of the weapon,and now with the breecliloader the terrible
rapidity of fire, render the problem of how
the future battles are te o cfiught s80 as to
achieve victory a most important eue. Sure
I arn that the old method of fighting a oattle
mnust nover be attempted iu the preseut
day; and I cannot help thiuking that the
u>mprovement in cannon and the breechload.
iîîg rifle have rendered our prosent systemn
of drill little botter than a tradition of the
past. It lis scarcely more applicable te the
miovemnts of our Army in the presonce of
a foo arrned with breechîcaders, telling
with fatal precision at the distance'of 1,000
yards, than would be the manual of field
exorcise in use ie the days of our forefathers
when armied with the yow bow and the ehl-
long feathered shaft; or the of Jullus Cîesar
for his logions armed with spear and shield.

These changes in the arms of the soldier
have, i fcar, rendered the eue manoeuvre
for whicli the B3ritish soldier was s0 especial.
ly distinguished, and whioCh secured for
him many a triunph-1 mean the bayonet
charge-a thing of the pas t, and a charge of
Cavalry a d±eam.-I am, Sir, your obodient
servant,

J. Il. MACDONALD,
Colonel lst Surr-ey Rifles.

During the tirst few days of ber reigu the
Duke of Wellington presented to the Queen
the death warrant of a soldier for signa-
ture:

IlShe read iL, paused, and lookcd Up at
the iDuke, saying, "lha.nve you nothing to
say in behaîf or this man ?"'

IlNothing: ho lias deserted threo tunes."
"Think again, my lord," ivas ber reply.
"1And," said the gallant vetoran,as lie 1e-

lated the circumstance to bis friends, " See-
ing 1ler M-ajesty s0 earnest about it, I said,
ho is certainhy a bad Soldier, but thei-e was
somobody who spoke as te bis good chai-ac-
ter, and hoe may ho a 90ood man, for aughit I
know to the contrai-y."1 "6oh, thank you a
thousand tines," I exclaimed the yeuthful
Qucon, and hiastily writing l>ardonced
lu largo letters on the fatal page, slie
sent it ac-ess the table witb a hand tremb-
ling with eagorness and beautiful omeotion."
-[I [edgiu's Anecdotes cf the Qucen and
the Royal Faniiilyl.
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