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The General Assembly.
Continued,

On Monday of last week, the Agsembly dealt with
severnl questions of great importance. 'The overture
from British Columbia, on the re-organization of tho
Howe Mission Comiittec was the subject of an
animated discusgion. The overture, in effect, nsked
that the various Synods should deal with the details
of Home Mission worls ag is at present the case so far as
the Western Synods are concerned, the Committee to
devote itself to the larger question of finding the meon
and money for the entire ficld. The overture was
sent to the Home Mission and Augmentation Com-
wittees for report next year.

In bringing forward the proposed act of incorpora-
tion Mr. Murtimer Clark M.A,, Q.C., explained that
there was no intention to incorporate the Church, as
the danger then might be that it would be brought
more under the control of the civil power. but it was
proposed to incorporate a body of trustees, in which
the property of the Church might be invested. It was
intended to apply to the Legisiatures and Parliament
to incorporate & body to be known as the Board of
‘Trusatees of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, which
would be empowered to receive gitts and conveyances
and to make a legal transfer of them. It was ngrcmi
on Mr. Clark’s motion that the Committee on Legisla-
tion appointed at the last Assembly be re-apponted,
with instructions to obtain such an Act of incorpora-
tion from the various Legislatures and the Dominion
Parliament.

The Moderator named the following to compose the
First Board of Trustees in connection with the pro-
posed incorporation :—Rev. Dr. Warden, Rev. Dr.
McLaren, Rev. Dr. Morrison, W. Mortrmer Clark, Q.C,,
Hamilton Cassels, Hon. Justice Maclennan, and A. R.
Creelmar, Q.C.

AGED AND INFIRM MININTERS' FUND.

Mr. J. K. Macdounld presented the report of the
Weatern Section of the Aged and Infirm Ministers
Fund, and in doing so, he paid an eloquent and
doservedly high tribute to the memory of the late
Rev. Wilhiam iurns, Agent and Secretary of the Fund.

In regard to the **Ordinary Fund,” the report
stated it was a matter calling for congratulation that,
notwithstanding the widespread statements regarding
the rules and the administration of the Fund, congre-
gational contributions are 871271 greater for the
cleven months than for the previous full year. The
Committee was however, brought face to face with o
serious question in regard to the payment of aunuities,
inasmuch as the Church had failed to respond in
making up the adverse balance from the preceding
vear, and there was a shortage in the Fund for the
current cleven months.  After due deliberation, the
Committee felt that it would fail to do justice to the
annuitants it it did not pay them on the modified scale
that has been aeted upon during the last few years,
and decided thereforo to do so, and to go forward to
the Assembly with an increased indebtedness.

81 annuitantz have received more or less benelit
from the Fund during the period covered by the report,
and twenty-two ministera have made application to
connect with the Fund. ‘Ten of these were within the
four-year iimit, and entitled to conneet. The Com-
mittee made the following apecial recommendations —

Firat, That the Exccutive Committeo of the
previous year be continued until the November meet-
g of the tollowing year.

Second. ‘That Rule 6 be repealed and the follow-
ing substituted —"That the rates shall be paid on or
betore the 15th day of January in cach year.™

Rev. Dr. Muore maved a series of resolutions in
regard to the report, which wasadopted.  These reaolu-
tions declared the report received, and expreseed satis-
faction at the faithful way in which the committee had
discharged itx work, and especially recognized the
services of Mr. Macdonald, the Convener; sustained
the action of the committee in paying annunties in full
under the maodified seale, and regretted that it was
tound necessary to incur inereaced indebtedness in
order to do so, and hoped that the deficit would be
made up by liberal contributions from congregations
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in the Church; concurred in the recommendations as
to the ministers who should be allowed to connect with
the fund ; authorized and decided that the rates ahall
be paid on or before January 15th in each year; author-
ized the committee to tnke the necessary stepe for
adjustment of the matter 1 regard to capital account,
and endorsed the expressions of appreciation of the
late secretary.

SPECIAL COMMITTER'S REPORT,

Rev. Dr. McCrac (Convener), reported on behalf of
the Specinl Committee appointed to confer with the
Committee on the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund
to look into the whole question of the regulations an
administration of the Fund, with a view of inducing a
greater number of the ministers to connect themselves
with it, and of drawing out towards it a larger liber-
ality on the part of the congregations. The Committee
recommended among other things, that the oflice of
Agent and Seeretary be abolished ; but it the event of
the Assembly deciding that a canvass of the congrega-
tions of the Church shall be continued for the purpose
of bringing the endowment up to the minimum of
$200,000, o minister or laymen who has special gifts
for such service be appointed for a limited period;
that & minister who has not paid the annual rate into
the I'nnd shall not be entitled to make any claim upon
the Fund as a matter of right, but his case may be
made the subject of special consideration by the Gen-
eral Assembly. That every minister, on being or-
dained, be required by Presbyteries to connect himself
with the I'und and pay the fixed rate; that when a
minister who has paid rates to the Fund attains the
age of 67 years he may claim tho privilege of retiring
from the active duties of the mimstry, and of being
placed upon the Fund, and that the ministerial rate
be sufliciently increased to place the Fund on a more
satisfactory basis, and that Presbyteries bo instructed
to havethe claims ot both the ordinury and endowment
branches of the fund cffectively presented to all the
congregations within their bounds.

)r. McCrea expressed the hope that the endowment
of 8200,00¢* would be made complete. The congrega-
tions did not contribute this year because of the dis-
cussions regarding the administration of the Fund.
Their ministers and elders were entirely out of
harmony with many of the regulation of the Fund,
and he would like to see it made acceptable to all. He
moved that the roport be received and the recommen-
dations be considered seriatimn, which, after much dis-
cussion carried, and the consideration of the report
was taken up at a later stage.

During the debate Rev. J. Cleland characterized
some of the s*atements which had been made by Mr.
Macdonald . untrue.

‘This the Assembly would not tolerate, aud cries of
*withdraw’ were heard all over the Housa.

* You must withdraw such a remark, Mr. Cleland,’
the Moderator said.

* Well, does the Assembly want me to say they
were true ?°’ was the naive retort, at waich the House
laughed heartily.

* No, but it i3 unparliamentary to say what a mem-
ber has stated is an untruth.’

| * Oh, w,cll, if the Assembly will take the responsi-
bility

It is not & question of the Assembly’s responsi-
hility,” said the Moderator, severely, *it13 a question
of decorum and proper usage. Tell the Assembly that
you withdraw the expression.

Mr. Cleland was disposed to hold out, but was
finally persuaded to withdraw the improper expression.

FUNERAL SERVICE.

At theclose of the afternoon sederant a funeral
service was held in connection with the accidental
death of Rev. R. J. Grant, praise and prayer being
offered.

AUGMENTATION FUND.

The report for the Enstern Section was presented by
Rev, Mr. McGillivray, Lunenburg. and for the Western
Nection by Rev. Dr. Campbell, both brethren making
clear explanations of the main features of the Fund.
On motion of Rev. W. J. McCaughan, scconded by
Rev. D. R. Drummond it was resolved—
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