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They ubjected on the groand thas they did not belleve In pledxea,
‘and were anwilling td make & promise which would bo bindiug for
so long s time, All of my arguments with them werein vain, and
they persistently refused to join tho soololy. Bus abont a year
afterwards L had evidonce that the Iady, at least, had ovarcome
hee anti.pledge spirit suffiolently to make a promiseof a very
solemu import o the young man, In fact, they both sppeared ad
my door one day, and blushingly asked it I would nos impose upon
them the moat solemn and Iasting pledge which a man and a
woman can make to each othar, They wanted to bs married,
When they stood up beforo me, and I said to the young mau,
#'Will you taks this woman to be your wedded wife? will you
love her, honor her, comfort and keep her in sickness and in
health, and oleave you ouly unto her as long as you both ehall
live 2’ a tender glow oame into the man’shonest oyes, a great
purpose sesmed to thriil his sonl and he eaid in & voico which
had in it none of the anti-pledgo spirit, #X will.” When I turned
to the lady with a slmilar question, she said, Y will,” s0
promptly and olearly that my wifo heard her in the next rogm.
For better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, these $wo young
pecple bad gladly taken upon themselves a lifelong vow. They
never thought of it as an inoconveniemce. Love made it the
weloome expression of a blessed obligation. Love would make it
a privilege and a joy to keep their vow. Love would make them
repodiate as an insult any anggestion of violating is.

This {s tzne of the Christian Endeavozer. His love forhis Lord
makes it easy for bim to acknowledge in & publio wuy his deter-
mination to eugage in aclive Christian sarvice, to be in evidence
a$ the prayer meeting and other places where his personality and
{estimony will connt for his 8aviour, and to do whatever in the
good providenco of God he finds to do at the goldon gateway of
Ohristian Endeavor, The obligations which meet him at this
gatewey have been mude o clear and conspicuous by the
oxperience and results of the past filteen years that few young
people, who bava watohed the progress and spiritual power of the
Ohristian Endeavor movement, oan fail to hear tha voice of con.
soienca saying, Hers ia my great opportunity to stand pleiged
before the world for Christ and the church,

Boston. Mass,

Looks into Books.

ProorEDINGS of the Sixth Qeneral Council of the Alliance of
the Reformed Ohurches holding the Presbyterian System held
at Glasgow, 1890, London, James Nisbet & Co., Toronto,
Wm, Tyrrell & Co.

This volume is edited by the Secretary of the Alliance, Dr. G,
D. Mathews, and is the official xeport of the Council. It givesnot
only the minutes but also the reports presented on a variety of
subjects, the papera read and the discussion that took place. It
therefore furnishes a valuable repertory of information as to Fres.
byterianiam throughout the world, and a fair idea of the currents
of thought prevailing in ita widely scattered sections. A glance
through the volame, however, justifies the criticism which found
voise in various quarters that fa- too much time is taken at these
meetings with rather common-place papers which nobody much
cares to hear, and far foo little with open discussion of the subjects
which they suggest. No doubt this arrangement prevents many
foolish things from being said, but it also robs the meetings of
much of the legitimate intereat which otherwise might attach to
them. The value of thess Conncils must not bs catimated by the
amount of work they do, for they do little that could not be as
well done without them, but by the sentiment thoy create, the
ontlook they afford over a wider fleld, and the lift that is given to
amall stroggling churches by the aense of fellowship with larger
bodies. The volume is gotten up in a style worthy the importance-
of the body it represents and shonld be in the possession of every-
one who Jeaires to know something of the great Presbyterian
world.

Tre Onmstas Lxssox Couurxrary for 1897 by W. W, Dowling
cloth 8 vo 407 pages. S8. Louis Mo. Christian Pab. Co.,
Price $1.00, )

The annual issue of this valuable aid to Bible study bas
beodme a standard and indispensable book. Prepared with
soholarship, ability and excellent method, this book farnishes
abundant material for the careful stndy of the weekly Sanday-
echool Liesson. The following extract from the Prelsce will
demonstzate ita completensss. In ths gathering of exegetical,
illustrativs and applicatory material, the best sources available
have been drawn upon, and Iaid ander Nberal ocontribution,

The most prolific of them have been the former volumes of this

.. Dommentary, prepated by ibe beluved teachsr and commsntator

..
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B, W. Johason, of oaluted m o ry. Freo extracts have likewiso
beon mady from the Commentary oa Acts by Dr. Lyman Abbots,
and from Notes on the New Testamont by Albers Barnes. NMany
gems of thought and aph illusirations have also been gleaved frem
Illustrative Notes by Dr J. L. Harlbnt and B, R. Doherty, as
well as from the works of Peloubet, Miller, Pentecost, Trombul),
Beecher, Gray, Haokelt, Plumptres, Wythe, Sohaff, Arnot and
others, all of whioch it has boen the aim to daly oredit in the
proper placos,

PR Binex Srooigs, by John H. Osborns. Now York, A. C.
Armstrong & Son, 1890,

Xhis little volume contains four careful expositions of Baoripture
passages, Threo of them aro of parables which the author thinks
bave not hithorto received adequato troatment, namely, those of
tho unjust stoward, $he unjust judgeand the importuaate neighbor.
The fourth relates to Elijah s prayers as kindred to the theme of
two of tho parables. The main contention of the book isthat Ged
often answors prayers even though tho potitions aro foolish and
offored in an unworthy epirit in order to teach Hia poople neoded
leasons, Bome of the oxegesis, however, seem & littlo strained.
His principle that a parablo cannot be used to teach a lesson by
contrast but only by likencss, is undoubtedly orronsous. In facy
the author himself sots it asiie befors hie is done, for he makesthe
parableof the unfaithful stoward enforce the lesson of fidelity. The
book ir beautifally printed.

ArueNTAN RELIEF RErony. Inresponseto a uviversal demand,
the Red Orosa has publisbed this Bpecial Illustrated Edition of
the Armenian Relief Repors, of one hundred and forty-three
pages, ocpies of whioh may be obtained, postage paid, by
addreseing and forwarding thirty centsto The Awerioan National
Red Oross, Washington, D, C.

The returns from this edition, leas cost of publioation, will be
used for she fariber relief of the Armenisn sufferers,

In justics to the Armenian Reliet Committees, it is eminontly
proper to emphasize the fact that all business relations between
them and the Red Ocross natarally closod on our return home,
This fund is, therefore, entirely independent, and will go direod
from the Red Croas to the needs at ths field so well known to it.

The Afid.Continent of St. Louis announces in the last issuo its
consolidation with the Herald and Presbyter of Cinclonati. The
name ‘“ St. Lounis” will appear on the title-psge date line of the
consolidated paper, and the busineas office of the Alid-Confinent
will be continued a3 the ** St. Louis Offics” of the Herald and
Presbyter in fit. Lonis. Dr. Williamas, for five ysars pawt the
editor of the Mid Continen?, now becomes a membor of the editorial
staff of the Herald and Presbyter, with office as above, The AMid-
Continent was one of our most valued exchanges, and whataver its
genial aud able editor gave expression to was perused with
pleasure.

PsopLy's CoMMENTARY ON THE Aocrs, by Rev. Edwin W. Rice, D.D.
Philadelphia, The American Sunday School Union. $§1.25.

This Commentary on the Acts, by Edwin W. Rico, D.D,, in
not intended primarily as a leszon help, bat is most timely in its
appearance, and will be a valuable aid. Dr. Rice has given proof
of great ability in putting the results of scholarship in popular
and practical form in his commentaries op Matthew, Mark, Luk:
and John, which are all of uniform atyle with this present volume-
The printing of both versions at the foot of the page, the toplcal
divisions, and the suggestivo spplications “aro us>ful features,
while outwardly the book matches well the fine oharacter of the
contents. It contains 352 pages followed by 20 pages of Appendix
matter. Itisprofasely illustrated and has two finoly colored maps,

CHANGED WITH THE OPENING YEAR,

Two of our most valued contemporaries bave, with tho first of
January, changed the form of their pspers. Firstthe Outloo¥ has
made a very radical departurs by assuming the form of the
regular magszine and is now publiched the eame siza page as the
Century, Harper ox Scribner’s.  The ferm is vory convenient, and
will, we think, add to the popularityof thovery valuablejoursl,
partioularly ita monthly issue, which it will be romembered, is
haudsomely illuneirated and in every rorpocs ono of the moas
attractive of Awmerioan Roligious publioations. Second The
Presbyterian Barner of Pittsburg which has heretofore been pub.
lisked in the Iarge (blanket) form appears on Jaouary 6th,in a
psre slightly large: than I'rE PresprrERAN Review, with the
addition of many new festurasand deparsments all enclosed. in
an attrackive cover. Wo trust that both of thess worthy publica.
tions will find shese changos beneflolal to themselves finsnoiaily,



